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SPEAKER MEETS PRESS ON RETURN FROM PRC, DPRK 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Speaker Mirza Golam Hafiz has said that the People’s Republic of China 
and Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) have assured all possible help 
and co-operation to Bangladesh in implementing the 19-point programmes of late 
President Ziaur Rahman. 


Talking to the newsmen at the Dacca International Airport, Kurmitola after a 14- 
day visit to these two countries, the Speaker said that both the countries were 
impressed over the 19-point programmes which aimed at developing the socio- 
economic conditions of Bangladesh. 


Leaders of both the countries expressed their profound shock and grief at the 
brutal assassination of President Zia, the Speaker said. 


The Speaker, who visited China and North Korea at the invitation of the respec- 
tive parliaments of the two countries, described his tour as fruitful and suc- 
cessful. His visit would further strengthen the already cordial relationship 
between Bangladesh and the two socialist countries, he said. 


Mirza Golam Hafiz said that great changes had taken place in recent years in 
China over certain policies. Religious rights had been ensured and construc- 
tive criticism was no more objected to, he said. 


He said that during his tour he visited Sinkiang province inhabited by about one 
crore Muslim population. He had said he had his Eid prayers at a Sanghai mosque, 
where the congregation was attended by about 4,000 Muslims, he said. 


The Speaker said that during his visit to China he held discussions on bilateral, 
regional and international issues with senior leaders of that country. In 
Korea, he called on President Kim Il Song and also met other North Korean 


leaders. 


During their discussions leaders of both the countries expressed satisfaction 
over the present friendly relationship between their countries and hoped that 
it would continue to grow from strength to strength in future years. 

















China's Progress 


The Speaker also expressed his satisfaction over the progress made in China 
during the recent years in all fields. 


Preduction in fields and factories had gone up and the per capita income of the 
Chinese people had also registered a rise he said. 


He said that under a new policy, efforts were being made to separate party leader- 
ship from Government leadership. The Chinese Government was also making changes 
in the legal system, he said. 


The Speaker said that it was not true that the Chinese Government and the people 
had foresaken the ideals of Chairman Mao Tse Tung. Refuting certain observations 
made by the Western Press, the Speaker said that Chairman Mao was regarded by 

the Chinese people as before. 


South Talpatty 


Asked whether he had discussed the South Talpatty issue with the Chinese leaders, 
the Speaker replied in the affirmative. He said that the Chinese leaders had 
supported Bangladesh stand that all disputes should be settled peacefully and 
through negotiations. 


Diplomats of China and North Korea and members of the Bangladesh-China Friendship 
Society received the Speaker at the airport. 


The Speaker was accompanied by his wife. 


CSO: 4220/7618 











BANGLADESH 


ZIA'S ACHIEVEMENTS IN FOREIGN POLICY ENUMERATED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Jul 81 Supplement p 2 


[Text] Bangladesh pursues an active, enlightened and independent foreign 
policy. The architect of this forward looking, dynamic and pragmatic foreign 
policy was late President Ziaur Rahman. Our foreign policy today, therefore, 
largely bears the imprint of his political ideals and philosophy. He was 
responsible for enhancing the stature and prestige of Bangladesh in the comity 
of nations. He was successful in transforming the image of Bangladesh and 
making it into one of the most active countries within the third world. 


Keeping in view our national aspirations, Bangladesh has proceeded in a pragmatic 
manner to evolve a foreign policy suited to the realities of her situation and 
geo-political compulsions based on the following principal elements: 


(I) Consolidation of her hard won independence; 
(II) Safeguarding her sovereignty and territorial integrity; and 


(IIL) Securing the support and cooperation of the international community in the 
task of national reconstruction and development. 


In the pursuit of these objectives, Bangladesh has sought friendship with all 
countries including her neighbours on the basis of the principles of sovereign 
equality of all nations, respect for territorial integrity and non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other states. Non-alignment is the bedrock of her 
foreign policy and is enshrined in the constitution of the country. Bangladesh's 
accession to the .cn-alignment movement is based on the genuine conviction that 
the principles of non-alignment constitute a sound basis for global peace and 
security. 


Bangladesh is an active member of the International Community and is fully 
involved in making her contributions to strengthening the edifice of world peace 
and stability. Bangladesh has actively participated in the deliberations of 

UN and its various organs, the Islamic Conference, the Non-aligned Movement, the 
commonwealth and other major international conferences and meetings. Her elec- 
tion to the Security Council is a recognisation of the esteem in which Bangladesh 
is held by the International Community. 














Within a short span of time, sincerity of Bangladesh's approach and adherence to 
certain well defined principles have won many new and dependable friends, offer- 
ing scope to develop fruitful and wide ranging cooperation in various fields. 
Development of beneficial and friendly relations with all countries of the world 
on the basis of mutuality of interests particularly with the neighbouring and 
Muslim countries has been the cornerstone of her foreign policy. 


Bangladesh made considerable progress in promoting bilateral relations and 
expanding economic cooperation with a number of friendly countries through visits 
undertaken by late President and establishment of personal rapport with leaders 
of various countries of the world. 


One of the significant achievements of Bangladesh's foreign policy has been to 
further deepen and strengthen brotherly relations with Islamic countries, which 
is evident from the very active and fruitful role played by Bangladesh in the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference, in the Jerusalem Committee and more recently 
in the OIC Peace Mission to end the fratricidal war between Iran and Iraq. The 
unanimous choice of Bangladesh as one of the members of the Islamic Peace 
Mission is an eloquent testimony to the confidence and trust that the Islamic 
world has come to repose in Bangladesh. The decision of the OIC Peace Committee 
to hold a session in Dacca in honour of late President Ziaur Rahman is a tribute 
to the outstanding contributions made by the Bangladesh under his leadership to 
end the tragic conflict between the two brotherly Muslim countries. 


In all these conferences, Bangladesh took a number of initiatives for promoting 
islamic solidarity, for building a self-reliant Islamic community, and for the 
cause of Arab and Palestinian rights and for the liberation of Jerusalem. 


Close and friendly relations with neighbouring countries and achievement of 
regional peace and stability is of paramount importance to Bangladesh. It is 
against this backdrop that the proposal of the late President for the creation 
of South Asian Forum for periodical consultations on matters of mutual interest 
and possible cooperation in economic, cultural and other fields was mooted. 


Economic polarization, inequities of present economic system, and widening 
disparity between the rich and poor nations, has always been an important 
concern of our foreign policy. Bangladesh, therefore, took active part in 
various international forums and expressed solidarity with the countries of the 
Third World in restructuring the existing unjust International Economic Order. 


Late President Ziaur Rahman was the only Head of State from a developing country 
to address the Eleventh Special Session of UN General Assembly on North-South- 
Dialogue in August last year and to focus on the serious plight of the Least 
Developed Countries. This initiative of the late President has undoubtedly won 
for Bangladesh a high acclaim as a vigorous champion of the cause of the develop- 
ing countries in general and LDCs in particular. In his speech, late President 
made a 10~point proposal for development of cooperation between the North and the 
South and for amelioration of the difficulties of the Least Developed Countries. 
His initiative was widely acclaimed by the delegates and highlighted by the 
international press, including those of the developed countries. Chancellor 

















Bruno Kriesky of Austria, one of the two main initiators cf the Mini-Summit, 
termed late President's speech as “very impressive" and BBC referred to it as 
“powerful and moving plea" made by him on behalf of the Least Developed Coun- 
tries. It is in recognition of this active and constructive role of Bangladesh 
in global economic issues in various international forums that she has been 
invited to participate in the forthcoming Global Summit Meeting of selected 
Heads of State Government on preblems of Development, otherwise known as the 
Mini--Summit, vaich will take place in Mexico next October. 


The contemporury world political scene has important implications for the con- 
cept of the restructuring of the world economic order. There has been a marked 
shift in the world pclitical order from bipolar to a multipolar configuration 
leading to a more widespread power rivalry, escalation of arms, scramble for 
spheres of influence and control over vital resources of the world. This is an 
order based on Metternich's concepts of Balance ~f Power and the sharing of 
spheres of influence which have become totally irrelevant to the requirements of 
the contemporary international situation. Bangladesh believes that these out- 
moded concepts and ideas should be totally discarded. A world free from turmoil, 
strife and conflict can be achieved, if all nations actively cooperate in re- 
anchoring international to those human and moral values which inspired and 
sustained man's undying quest for peace, freedom and progress and to the prir- 
ciples of equality, justice and human dignity weich are enshrined in the UN 
Charter. It is a welcome relief to see that there is a growing recognition 
and awareness by the international community of the need for the preservation 
of human rights, the most sacred of which are the right to life, food, shelter, 
clothing, health and education and employment, and that it is the collective 
obligation of the international community to provivie for the basic human needs. 


It is against the background of the contemporary world scene that the foreign 


policy formulated by the late President Ziaur Rahman and its performance should 
be judged. 


CSO: 4220/7609 














BANGLADESH 


PRIME MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON RELATIONS WITH INDIA 
vacca THE LANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman emphasised that the island of South 
Talpatty belonged to Bangladesh on the basis of all reliable information and 
data. 


Making a comment on recent developments in the island and Bangladesh's relations 
with India in the light of reported remarks by Indian Prime Minister Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, Shah Aziz told BSS in Dacca on Tuesday that it had been the consistent 
policy of Bangladesh to resolve all disputes through peaceful means. 


He stressed that Bangladesh did not believe in the use of force for providing 
lasting solution to any problem. 


He said Bangladesh would not be deterred in seeking all lawful and peaceful means 
in finding a fair, just and durable solution of the issue in accordance with the 
principles of the United Nations charter and of non-alignment. 


When asked to comment by BSS on a reported statement by Mrs Gandhi at a recent 
Press conference in Srinagar Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman stated cate- 
gorically that it had been made clear to India that the island belonged to 
Bangladesh on the basis of all reliable information and data available to 
Bangladesh which had been sent India. He reiterated however that it had been 
the consistent policy of Bangladesh to resolve all disputes through peaceful 
means in accordance with the principles of the U.N. charter and non-alignment 
to which Bangladesh was constitutionally committed. 


The Prime Minister stressed that while Bangladesh did not believe that the use of 
force could provide a lasting solution to any problem Bangladesh would not be 
deterred from seeking all lawful and peaceful means in finding a fair, just and 
durable solution of the problem. 


Shah Aziz expressed surprise and regret at Mrs Indira Gandhi's reported remarks 
which if true would constitute a severe setback to concerted efforts being taken 
to defuse tension over the question and to adopt appropriate measures to restore 
the status quo and thereby create a climate of trust and confidence conducive 

to meaningful negotiations for peaceful settlement of this problem. Such a 
posture on the part of India, he observed, would be tantamount to a reversal of 








past commitments and understandings reached between the two countries and a 
violation of solem pledges made at the highest level to resolve this question 
peacefully and at an early date. It could not but be construed as an attempt 
on the part of India to seek the acquisition of territory by force in violation 
of its fundamental commitment to the principles of non-alignment and the 

United Nations Charter he added. 


The Prime Minister stressed that Bangladesh's efforts for maintaining friendly 
and good neighbourly relations with all its neighbours including India were 
constant and consistent and would continue to remain her prime endeavour so long 
as they would be reciprocated. 


He stated that it was Bangladesh's firm belief that the essential basis for 
building good neighbourly relations was founded on mutual respect for sovereign 
equality and territorial integrity of all states, non-interference in internal 
affairs of other states, non-use of force and the peaceful settlement of dis- 
putes. 


The Prime Minister expressed the hope that relations between the two countries 
would continue to be cemented on strict adherence to these principles and that 
appropriate remedial actions would be taken by India to remove the cause of 
strain and tension thereby creating a more fruitful atmosphere to resolve the 
question of South Talpatty peacefully, along with other outstanding problems. 


CSO: 4220/7472 














BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINIS‘ER REPORTS ON MEXICO MEETING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 10 Aug 81 pp l, 8 


[Text] Foreign Minister Prof Shamsul Huq on Sunday said that the preparatory 
meeting of Foreign Ministers of 22 developed and developing countries for the 
forthcoming mini-summit was fully successful marked by complete agreement for 
cooperation among the participants. 


He told newsmen at the airport on return from Cancun in Mexico where the prepara- 
tory meeting was held that the Western developed nations had showed "understand- 
ing, cooperation and realistic attitude” towards the discussions. As a result 
the objectives were reached within short period. 


Expressing satisfaction over the changing attitude of Western developed countries 
to issues of North-South, the Minister hoped that the mini-summit which will also 
be held at Cancun, the sea resort of Mexico, on 22-23 October will be marked by 
same cordiality, frankness and understanding chart a future course of coopera- 
tion among the nations on global basis. 


Prof. Huq said that the meeting also adopted the agenda for the summit besides 
agreeing that the summit should be informal and unstructured in order to enable 
the summiteers to have frank, friendly and candid exchanges among them. This 
would lead to mutual understanding to generate essential political to evolve a 
global strategy to combat the problems faced both by the developed and develop- 
ing countries. 


He said that Soviet Union wae yet to respond to the invitation to participate in 
the summit. However, he hoped Moscow would ultimately attend the summit which 
he said would usher in a new era of global understanding. 


\ 
Flow of Inputs 


BSS adds: The cooperation between the developed and the developing countries, 
he said, would lead to greater flow of inputs and capital resources to develop- 
ing countries resulting in increased production and earning in these countries. 


The summit, he said, would devote to international cooperation for development 
and reactivation of world's economy with primary focus on food security and 








agriculture, energy, other commodities, trade and industry, and monetary and 
financial resources. He said that the participating nations would be free to 
raise other issues as well. 


Climate of Trust 


Prof. Huq said that the climate of trust, frankness and cordiality and mutual 
understanding and cooperation in which the preparatory meeting was held led to 


its success. 


The Foreign Minister said that the forthcoming summit would also be held in a 
similar atmosphere and spirit. 


He said that the recommendations of the Caracas meeting, the Ottawa Summit of 
seven industrialised nations and the LDC sumuit due to be held in Paris will go 
to the global round of negotiations for cooperation at Cancun. 


He expressed happiness that a departure could be made in the whole approach at 
the just concluded preparatory meeting from the stage of deadlock in which the 
previous North-South dialogues had stuck up. 


Prof. Huq said that the global economic problems had sharpened characterised by 
deflation, inflation and other troubles in the developed countries and poverty 
and mass unemployment in developing ones. 


All these, he said, have led to a further deterioration of slowing down of growth 
in global economy. He added that the problems were bound to lead the world to a 
serious economic and political trouble unless approached in spirit of under- 


standing and cooperation. 


He said that there had been isolated approaches to tackle the problems but, with- 
out much result. 


The Foreign Minister said that it would be necessary to adopt a constructive 
approach at the summit to tackle the global problems. 


Talpatty Issue 


ENA adds: Foreign Minister Prof M. Shamsul Huq today said that he had a series 
of discussions with Indian External Affairs Minister Narasimha Rao on various 


outstanding problems including the South Talpatty issue. 


The talks were held in Cancun, a sea resort of Mexico; where both the Foreign 
Ministers had gone to attend the preparatory meeting of 22 Foreign Ministers 
of developed and developing countries on forthcoming mini-summit in Mexico 
scheduled to be held in October next. 


The Foreign Minister on his return home after attending the meeting told newsmen 
that the ‘response of Indian External Affairs Minister was encouraging.’ 








Asked to elaborate in what respect the response of the Indian External Affairs 
Minister was encouraging, Prof Huq said it was how to ease and defuse the 
strain on our relations. 


Racial Problem in UK 
Prof M. Shamsul Huq said that the British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington 
assured him that security of life to all liv.ug in the UK would be ensured. 


Prof Huq was replying to newsmen at Kurmitola airport on return from Cancun. 


Prof Huq and Lord Carrington had met in Cancun and discussed bilateral relations 
between Bangladesh and Britain. 


CSO: 4220/7615 
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BANGLADESH 


ELECTION STANCE OF POLITICAL PARTIES REVIEWED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 pp l, 8 


[Text] The forthcoming presidential election may witness a large array of candi- 
dates fighting more for projecting all that their parties stand for, than with 
the hope of winning the elections. 


However, barring the Muslim League (Sobur) and the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, no major political party has so far announced its candidate for the 
presidential race. It is unlikely that they would announce their respective 
candidates before the date of filing of nomination which is set for August 10. 
Only the alliance formed in recent days might announce then. 


Political manoeuvres and public announcement lead to a possibility that more than 
two opposition candidates besides independents might seek election. 


Since the date of polls was announced, main activities of the political parties 
have remained confined to voicing demands, conditions and pre-conditions for 
participating at the polls. Only few of them tried to sample public opinion 
about them and their strategy but they carefully avoided committing themselves 
whether they would participate in the elections and refrained from naming 
candidates. 


Some of the pre-conditions and demands are common, namely, withdrawal of state 
of emergency, shifting of the date of election to November end and equal facili- 
ties for all candidates. The number of points of demands would run into two 
digits. 


Besides the three-decade old debate whether the country should have a parlia- 
mentary form or a presidential form of government once again is getting due 
currency. There had been three presidential form of governments and two parlia- 
mentary form of governments in this country since the Britishers left this sub- 
continent in 1947. The issue remained unresolved and most probably like in 

1978 the election would veer around this issue. 


Following is a pen picture of what the major political parties are doing: 


Awami League (H): Awami League (then Malek) had formed a 10-party alliance in 
1979 to wedge a strong movement against the Government but appeared to be 


ll 





disillusioned and got itself extricated almost unnoticed. It is now certain it 
would go alone with indirect and moral support of former political-mates. On 
election, the party appeared to be in two minds though there is no record that 
this party ever boycotted an election. At the moment the lobby opposing parti- 
cipation in the election appear to be controlling the waves. The reason that 
they could not afford to lose an election now that Hasina, whom they consider 
as their triumph card is back home. Hasina would face political burial if the 
Awami League lost the election, they argued. But neither this lobby nor others 
including Mrs Hasina herself has let it be known that the party would boycott 
the election. 


The outcome of her visit to London and New Delhi would perhaps clear up stand of 
Awami League vis-a-vis the presidential election. The party is more burdened 
with finding a candidate because barring Mrs Hasina other leaders nearly level 
off in stature and are, therefore, pood candidate each. Mrs Hasina cannot con- 
test because of her underage. If the date is shifted beyond September maybe 

she would contest. But if the Awami League would like to play this triumph card 
is doubtful. However, the names of Dr Kamal Hossain and Mr Abdus Samad Azad 
belonging to two lobbies in the party continued to draw attention, Kamal having 
a little edge. Awami League has announced it would go for all-out movement 

from August 10 in support of its four pre-conditions. 


Retired General M.A.G. Osmany: General Osmany's approach to the presidential 
election can be divided into two parts, one that belonging to period following 
the tragic assassination of President Ziaur Rahman when he appeared to be nearer 
to the administration and another belongs to the period after the announcement 
of date of election. 


Gen Osmany heads a small party and, therefore, the question of a national 
mobilisation by that party is beyond question. His recent increasingly stringent 
criticism of the Government and efforts to garner support of the freedom fighters 
of all shades appear to point that he was striving for a broad base. The per- 
sistent call by a section of opposition for a common candidate is said to have 
Gen Osmany in mind. So far the CPB of Moni Singh, the three party alliance of 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, Workers Party and Sramik Krishak Samajbadi Dal and some 
others have made such demands. The Muktijoddha Sangsad's ‘led by Col (Retd) 

Q. N. Zaman) call for a common candidate has striking similarity in language. 

Gen Osmany is also being encouraged by expatriate Sylheties in London who 
reportedly made promises of financial support. 


General (Retd) Wasihuddin: Belonging to aristocratic Nawab family of Dacca, 
Gen Wasihuddin is a well-known name in the Pakistan military. But in politics 
he would be in his ripe age. He has expressed his wish to contest the election. 
He has made several statements: He would join Awami League after he wins the 
election, he wanted the opposition to name a common candidate. He had talks 
with opposition leaders about the candidature. So far none had responded to 
his proposals publicly. 


8-party alliance: This is known as National Democratic Front (no relative of NDF 
of Pakistan day headed by Suhrawardy). Led by Mr Shamsul Huda of Gono Muslim 








League the Front comprised with small parties as Jatiya Dal (Serajul Huda), 
People's Democratic League (Mujibur Rahman), Islamic Democratic League (Shafiqur 
Rahman), Republican Party (Serafat Hossain), Jatiya Dal (Mohiuddin), and Jatiya 
Sebak Dal (K. N. Islam). The front will contest the election but demanded a 
round table conference of all political parties before the polls. 


Jamat-e-Islami: The party appears to follow Awami League and will contest the 
election on its own. 


18-party alliance: Now known as National Front with Mr Ataur Rahman Khan MP and 
chief of Bangladesh Jatiya League as convener the alliance has sought to present 
itself as an alternative to AL(H) led opposition. The Front has termed BKSAL as 
guilty of murder of democracy and terrorism and viewed the BNP as autocratic 
force incapable of ruling the country. 


Muslim League (Sobur): The party has nominated its chief Khan Abdus Sobur as 
the candidate but demanded shifting of the election date. 


Next couple of days will witmess a number of decisions being taken by the opposi- 
tion in view of the possibility of the date of election being finally shifted. 


CSO: 4220/7468 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON NATIONAL AWAMI PARTY EXECUTIVE MEET 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 10 Aug 8&1 p 8 


[Text] Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed, M.P., and chief of Bangladesh National Awami 
Party (M) on Sunday reiterated his party's stand for putting up a common candi- 
date from the progressive and democratic political forces of the country in the 
coming Presidential election. 


Delivering his Presidential address at a meeting of the central executive com 
mittee of the party at the party central office he also called upon the govern- 
ment to fulfil the demands of progressive and democratic opposition parties for 
free and fair election and to shift the polls date to November 15. 


He said that the country ho. fallen into an uncertain situation after the 
assassination of President Ziaur Rahman. He a ‘eged that the government was 
ignoring the demands made by the opposition concerning election only to con- 
tinue in power. 


The reactionary political parties including Jamaat-e-Islami backed by foreign 


powers were conspiring to form an extremely reactionary government in the 
country, he alleged. 


CSO: 4220/7615 
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BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEAGUE-MIZAN COMMITTEE ELECTS OFFICIALS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 10 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Mr Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury MP was re-elected President and Mr Nurey Alam 
Siddiki was elected General Secretary of the central executive committee of 
Bangladesh Awami League (Mizan) that was unanimously elected for next two years 
at the end of the 2-day council session of the party on Saturday. 


The 26-member central executive committee of the party includes ten Vice- 
Presidents: Messers Shamsul Huq, Dewan Farid Gazi, Syed Abdus Sultan, 
Md Mayezuddin, Moslemuddin Ahmed, Azizur Rahman Akkas, M Idris Mia, Prof 
Hamidur Rahman, Mohiuddin Ahmed and Sheikh Abdur Rahman. 


Mr Mozaffar Hossain Paltu and Shah Jahangir Kabir have been made Joint Secre- 
taries while Khwajda Mohiuddin has been made Assistant Secretary. 


Presided over by party chief Mr Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury, the session also 
elected an eleven-member parliamentary board of the party. 


CSO: 4220/7615 











BANGLADESH 


BSD, MAJDOOR PARTIES SUPPORT GENERAL'S CANDIDACY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Jul 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Two political parties, the Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal and Bangladesher 
Majdoor Party have supported the candidature of General (Retd.) M. A. G. Osmany, 
Convener of Jatiya Janata Party (Osmany) in the forthcoming presidential elec- 
tions. 


In a statement, Mr. Khalequzzaman, Convener, Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal, said 
that the programme of General (Retd.) Osmany would help prepare the grounds for 
future mass movement. He said that they were supporting the candidature of 
General (Retd.) Osmany in the presidential polls as part of a mass movement. 


Majdoor Party 


Mr. Abul Bashar and Mr. Deben Sikder, General Secretary and member of Politburo 
of the Bangladesher Majdoor Party expressed their satisfaction on the acceptance 
of the proposal given by the Citizens Committee by Gen. Osmany to contest the 
presidential elections. They also hoped that the patriotic democratic forces 
would extend their support to Gen. (Retd.) Osmany to carry forward the movement 
for democracy. 


CSO: 4220/7474 
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GENERAL OSMANY NAMED CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 pp i, 12 


[Text] ‘Citizens’ National Committee’ a non-party organisation representing 
cross-section of people, announced formally on Tuesday the name of General 
(Retd) M. A. G. Osmany as its candidate for the coming Presidential polls. 


Addressing a Press conference at the National Press Club on the day, the func- 
tionaries of the committee said that the retired General was being put up as 

‘a non-party national candidate’ for the Presidential elections for his 
"integrity of character" and his role as the consistent champion of ‘unfettered 
Parliamentary democracy’ and as the Commander-in-Chief during the War of Libera- 
tion. 


The Chief of Jatiya Janata Party General (Retd) Osmany who was present at the 
Press conference told the newsmen on the occasion that he had agreed to accept 
the nomination of ‘Citizens’ National Committee’ with the full endorsement of 
his party to serve the nation at this ‘critical juncture." He also amnounced 
his approval of the electoral programmes and pledges of the ‘committee.’ 


However, both ‘Citizens’ National Committee’ and General (Retd) Osmany made it 
a categorical point to stress that the date for the Presidential polls must be 
shifted to the month of November 1981. 


The four-pe/nt objective of the ‘Citizens’ National Committee’ in its electoral 
pledges to ihe people included the following: (1) introduction of Parliamentary 
form of government and establishment of ‘full democratic rights’ of the people; 
(2) pursuance of a bold non-aligned foreign policy to consolidate national 
independence and sovereignty; (3) development of the national economy along 
steady independent lines free from all anti-national influences of the foreign 
powers and adoption of economic policies for the ‘real welfare’ of the common 
people in both rural and urban areas; and (4) patronage of the struggle of the 
toiling peoples, peasants and workers for the establishment of their socio- 
economic rights. 


Dr. Zafarullah Chowdhury of ‘Savat Ganoshaistya Kendra announced the candidature 
of Mr. Osmany on behalf of the citizens’ committee at the Press conference. 

Dr. Anmed Sharif other leading member of the ‘committee’ read out the electoral 
manifesto and programme on the occasion. Earlier the leading members of the 
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Citizens’ National Committee were introduced to the newsmen by Mr. Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna, Vice-President of Dacca University Central Students Union (DUCSU). 
Those who were present at the conference on behalf of the ‘committee’ included 
Dr. Serajul Islam of Dacca University, Coi. (Retd) Quazi Nuruzzaman, Dr. Mofiz 
Chowdhury (a former Minister under the Awami League Government), Wing Commander 
(Retd) Baki, Mrs Jahanara Imam (a writer), Mr. Sadek Khan (a businessman), 

Mr. Enayetullah Khan and Mr. Faiz Ahmed (Journalists) and Mr. Ahmed Kamal of 
Dacca University. 


In his address at the Press conference General (Retd) Osmany appealed to all 
political parties and the broad sections of the people to vote him to power to 
redeem the electoral pledges and programmes announced by the ‘Citizens’ National 
Committee’ and endorsed by himself and his party. He urged all government offi- 
cials both in the civil services and in the Armed Forces to be conscious about 
their responsibilities and to facilitate the conduct of the coming Presidential 
elections in a free and impartial manner. He also made a fervent appeal to the 
Freedom Fighters to rally around him to ‘consolidate national independence and 
state sovereignty.’ 


Ziaur Rahman was a Freedom Fighter and a hard-working man who tried to initiate 

a process. He preferred not to wake any adverse comment about the late President 
saying that it was not decent to observe anything about person who was killed 
only recently. He however added that the late President tried to create a 
political party being in power and alleged that the ruling party had taken 

to narrow squabbling after his death. He was critical of the Sixth Constitu- 
tional Amendment Bill stating that the present ruling authorities had shown 
disregard for the system that the late President wanted to keep in practice. 


CSO: 4220/7472 
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PARTIES" REACTION TO POLL DATE CHANGE REVIEWED 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 



























[Text] Different political parties have issued statements on the shifting of 
the Presidential election date from September 21 to October 15. 


In a statement Mr. Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury and Mr. Mohiuddin Ahmed, President 
and Acting General Secretary of Awami League (Mizan) termed the shifting of the 
election date by few days as negligence to the people's opinion by the govern- 
ment. They said that when all the Opposition parties demanded to shift the 
election date to last week of November the government had "cleverly by passed 
the demands of the people” and refixed it unilaterally. They held that the 
Opposition would not be able to campaign within such a short time “by being 
deprived of the facilities in the government controlled news media." They 
reiterated their demand to shift the election date to the last week of November 
and called upon all Opposition parties to stick to their earlier demand on the 
shifting of election date. 


An emergency meeting of the Executive Committee of Bangladesh Labour Party held 
under the Chairmanship of Acting President of the organisation Moulana Golam 
Mostafa Khan criticised the government for shifting the election date without 
any consultation with the Opposition when all political parties were unanimous 
in shifting the election date to November. 


The meeting observed that the new date was also not suitable as during that time 
most of the areas of the country goes under water due to monsoon. The meeting 
reiterated the party's demand to shift the election date to November and urged 
all the political parties to remain united on this demand. 


BSS adds: The National Republican Party at an emergency meeting of the Executive 
Committee congratulated the Acting President Mr. Justice Abdus Sattar for shifting 
the date of presidential polls from September 21 to October 15. 


Presided over by the party chief Mr. Zahir Khan th. meeting also appreciated the 
remarkable and methodical" steps taken by the Government in establishing democracy 
in the country. 


Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan, convenor of the newly formed National Front, in a state- 
ment said that the shifting of the Presidential polls date from September 21 to 
October 151 .s not acceptable. 











Mr. Khan said it would make no difference in terms of the sufferings of the 
voters to reach the polling centres as the road communication at that time 
would be much precarious. 


According to a Press release the National Front in a meeting with its convener 


in the chair on Tuesday reiterated its demand for shifting the election date 
to the third week of November for the sake of people's participation. 


CSO: 4220/7472 
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BANGLADESH 


EDITORIAL EXPLAINS CHANGE IN ELECTION DATE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 p 5 
{[Editorial: "New Date"] 


[Text] The date for electing a new President has been shifted. The new date is 
October 15. The additional time that this shifting of date has made available is 
twentyfour days. This, when seen in isolation, may not seem long, but reaily is. 
The length of the period must be considered keeping in mind the constitutional 
requirement of electing a new President within a specific period after the death 
of the President in office. 


October is a fine month from the point of view of both weather and agriculture. 
Monsoon would be over by the time election is due. Communication in the rural 

areas would be easier. Farmers, who constitute the majority of the population, 
would be more free and more at ease than before. It would be logical therefore 
to hope that the new date would make it easier for the people to participate in 
the election and would be found more convenient. 


The Election Commission has reportedly considered various aspects of the matter 
before taking a decision on the new election date. An election is a serious 
matter and must be taken as seriously as possible. That the Election Commission 
has carefully considered the matter would convince the people of the earnestness 
in which they have taken their task. This task is huge and difficult. On top 

of it, the time that is available to the Commission is shorter than usual. The 
successful conduct of an election does not depend on the efficiency and hard work 
of the conducting authority alone. It needs cooperation and support of the 
people too. Both, we hope, would be forthcoming. 


September 7 now is the date on which nomination papers for the candidates will 
have to be filed. These will be scrutinised on the following day and can be 
withdrawn till September 12. The political parties will have considerable time 
to prepare themselves for the election. Some have already declared their willing- 
ness to contest and have even announced the names of their would be candidates. 
Others are yet to do so. We hope the election would be widely participated by 
the political parties and each has a responsibility towards the election. This 
responsibility must be discharged as well as possible. Those who were of the 
view that the time made available was rather short and therefore inadequate for 
making the necessary preparations should now feel comfortable. 


21 








The Election Commission is reported to have seen to it that no serious dislocation 
is caused to the arrangements that have already been made for holding the elec- 
tion. This means that shifting of the date would not demand any major change in 
the plans that have by now been worked out for holding a fair and free election. 
This surely is reassuring. 


The people have a positive and significant role to play im the election. This 
election was not normally due at this point of time, but that does not lessen 
its importance. Election is basic to democracy and the people, we know, would 
fully exercise their right to vote and choose a candidate of their own liking. 


CSO: 4220/7472 
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BANGLADESH 


JSD NATIONAL COMMITTEE CALLS FOR OPPOSITION UNITY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 28 Jul 81 ppl, 8 


[Text] The national committee of the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, at the end of 
its three-day meeting on Sunday, called upon all ‘democratic and progressive 
forces’ to set up a common opposition candidate for the coming presidential 
election. 


Presided over by the party chief Major (Retd) M. A. Jalil, the meeting, however, 
decided not to take part in the election if the date of the polls was not shifted 
to sometime in November. It was also resolved that the JSD would persuade other 
opposition parties not to participate in the election if the date of the polls 
was not shifted. The meeting also demanded withdrawal of the proclamation of 
Emergency; repeal of Constitution (sixth) Amendment and Press and Publications 
Ordinance; release of political detenues; equal opportunities to all candidates 
in using mass media and enlistment of new voters for, what it described, 

creating conditions for holding free and fair elections. 


CSO: 4220/7471 
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BANGLADESH 


OPPOSITION LEADERS SPEAK AT AWAMI LEAGUE EVENT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 ppl, 8 


[Text] The necessity of a united movement for parliamentary democracy was empha- 
sised at the 24th founding anniversary function of National Awami Party (Harun) 
at Dacca District Sports Association auditorium on Sunday. 


Leaders of the 10-party opposition alliance who were invited to address the func- 
tion felt the need for putting up a common candidate at the coming presidential 
election, but differed on details cf the electoral alliance. 


While some of the leaders were of the opinion that broad-based unity for the next 
election was the need of the hour, some said, mere fighting for the election 
would serve no purpose if there was no programme for ameliorating the conditions 
of the masses. Yet some others said that a movement could be launched even by 
avoiding participation in the election. 


However, the function ended with all the leaders of the alliance calling for a 
united strategy for overcoming the political and economic ills facing the 
nation. 


Presided over by Chowdhury Haronur Rashid, President NAP (H) the function was 
addressed by leaders of nine parties of the alliance; General M.A.G. Osmany, 
Chief of Jatiya Janata Party sent a message which was read out by Mr Ashraf Ali. 


Those who addressed the function were Messrs Abdur Razzak, General Secretary, 
Awami League (Hasina), A.S.M. Abdur Rab, General Secretary, JSD, Sardar Abdul 
Halim, General Secretary, Jatiya Skata Party, Rashed Khan Menon, MP, Member, 
Central Secretariat of Workers Party, Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, Acting General 
Secretary, Communist Party of Bangladesh, Abdur Rashid Tarkabagish, chief of 
Gano Azadi League, Pir Habibur Rahman, General Secretary NAP (M), Pankaj 
Bhattacharya, General Secretary NAP (H) and Mr Ahmedul Kabir, MP and Editor, 
Sangbad. 


The leaders of the alliance reiterated the demands for creating an atmosphere of 
free and fair election, namely, shifting the date of election to November, equal 
facility for all parties in the mass media, release of political detenus includ- 
ing those tried by Martial Law courts and withdrawal of the State of Emergency. 


24 








Addressing the function Mr Abdur Razzak said his party wanted unity of pro- 
independence democratic forces not only for going to power but also for a 
programme of social change. 


He called upon other Opposition parties to come forward for wity with an open 
mind for the purpose. There was no scope for confusion and for changing plat- 
forms, he said. 


He said that Awami League (H) wanted unity even by sacrificing its own programme 
but there was no encouraging response. He alleged that the Government preferred 


not to pay heed to those. 


He said that the economy of the country had collapsed. The forces opposed to 
independence were raising their heads while freedom fighters were being removed 
from services, he alleged. In this connection he criticised some parties which, 
he said were very much enthusias:ic to call on the five ministers from Pakistan 
during their recent visit to Dacca. 


Mr A.S.M. Abdur Rab said that there would be no election in the country if the 
pre-conditions were not fulfilled. He said that the Opposition political parties 
had no right to nominate separate candidates because this would only help the 
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party. 


Mr Rab demanded open trial of the persons who were responsible for the assassina- 
tion of President Ziaur Rahman. 


Sardar Abdul Halim said that election was a temporary thing. United movement to 
reach the fruits of independence to 80 per cent of the population who lived in 
the villages was the need of the hour. 


Mr Rashed Khan Menon called for waging united movement by making the sufferings 
of the common man the real issue. Only by doing this the people could be united. 
The common people were not concerned about what pre-conditions the parties put 
forward but about their own sufferings, he said. 


Mr Saifuddin Ahmed Manik said that in the absence of a broad-based unity of the 
pro-independence democratic progressive forces reactionaries like the 18-party 
National Front and BNP were gaining ground. He said that anti-independence 
forces were raising their heads both nationally and internationally. 


Mr Manik said that the pro-independence forces should unite for preserving 
democracy at the moment without asking how they differed in their respective 


party programmes. 


Mr Ahmedul Kabir said that the Opposition parties were calling for parliamentary 
democracy but at the same time they were demanding shifting of the date of the 
presidential elections. They were talking about repeal of the Sixth Amendment 
to the Constitv .»9 although it had nothing to do with parliamentary democracy, 
he said. 


CSO: 4220/7468 
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BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEAGUE-MIZAN LEADER TALKS TO NEWSMEN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Awami League (Mizan) President, Mr Mizauur Rahman Chowdhury on Sunday 
gave a call to the Opposition political parties who believe in multi-party 
system of democracy to nominate a single candidate for the forthcoming presi- 
dential polls, reports BSS. 


Addressing a Press conference at the party central office Mr. Chowdhury warned 
that if the Opposition political parties fail to cooperate with one another in 
nominating a candidate the people of the country will not have any confidence 

in then. 


The AL (Mizan) chief who claimed that the “Original Awami League" did not split 
said that so long as the Awami League headed by Sheikh Hasina will not deviate 
from the path of--"Baksalism and one-party system" the possibility of merger of 
two factions of the party does not arise. 


Mr. Chowdhury also pointed out that he had no meeting with newly elected Awami 
League (Hasina) chief since her arrival from New Delhi and said that the contra- 
dictory statements of the leaders of Hasina Awami League would jeopardise the 
process of unity. 


Regarding the possibility of nominating one candidate from the like minded 
Opposition parties Mr Mizan Chowdhury said that he is hopeful of this and 
indicated that he had discussions with many of the Opposition parties on the 
issue. 


Criticising the Government for the Sixth Amendment of the Constitution 

Mr. Chowdhury said that it was done for justifying the candidature of the Acting 
President Mr Sattar who was holding a “post of profit." Amendment of the Con- 
stitution for the benefit of a person or a party he added is highly objectionable 
and immoral. 


The AL (Mizan) chief also demanded amendment of the relevant provision of the 
Constitution in which a Government servant has been given chance to contest the 
election. 
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Explaining the “total support” of the entire Opposition to the Government for 
protecting the constitution after the assassination of President Zia he pointed 
out that the Government under the leadership of Mr. Justice Sattar did not care 
to listen to the cries of the Opposition who were demanding dialogues between 
the Opposition and the Government for announcing the election date. Instead the 
Government announced the election date hurriedly for its benefit he said and 
added the BNP wanted to win the election in the name of their late party 


Chairman Zia. 


The Press conference was attended among others by senior party leaders including 
Mr. Shamsul Hoque and Mr. Nur-e-Alam Siddiky. 


CSO: 4220/7467 
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BANGLADESH 


CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE HEAD REFUTES ‘'TIMES' REPORT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Jul 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury of the National Citizens’ Commictee in a rejoinder 
to our report ‘Gen (Ktd) Osmany to contest presidential polls’ which appeared in 
our issue of July 29, said that Gen. (Rtd) Osmany's statements did contain ref- 
erences to the threat to our national independence and sovereignty. 


With reference to the Press conference addressed by Gen (Rtd) Osmany as published 
in the BANGLADESH TIMES, Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury said that our report contained 


only some ‘half truths.’ 


Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury claimed that Gen (Rtd) Osmany had condemmed India for 
forcibly occupying the Bangladeshi island of South Talpatty. He further pointed 
out that Gen (Rtd) Osmany had said at the Press conference that if any of India's 
actions militated against our sovereignty ‘then I (Gen Osmany) would surely 
resist that.' 


We, however, wish to point out that our Staff Reporter was physically present at 
the Press conference and had reported everything truthfully. It ray also be 
pointed out that other national dailies had reported the Press conference in the 
similar manner as ours. 


CSO: 4220/7474 
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BANGLADESH 


COMMUNIST PARTY HEAD URGES OPPOSITION UNITY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Jul 81 p 2 


[Text] Chittagong. July 29--Mr Moni Singh, Chairman of the central presidium of 
the Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) on Tuesday urged the progressive 
patriotic forces to nominate a suitable candidate unitedly in the forthcoming 
presidential polls of the country, reports BSS. 


The CPB chief was addressing the members of the Chittagong Bar Association at the 
Bar Library here. Mr Moni Singh expressed the hope that if the Opposition 
unitedly nominate one candidate and the election was held free and fair the 
ruling party nominee would surely be defeated. The people's verdict might be in 
favour of the progressive forces and against the reactionaries who were trying 
to retain power against the will of the masses, he added. 


He alleged that the present Government was expending foreign loans indiscriminately 


in unproductive sectors resulting in hardships and sufferings of the common 
people. 


CSO: 4220/7474 
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PAPER REPORTS DEVELOPMENTS IN BORDER ENCLAVES 
Appeal to India 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] The government is learnt to have sought permission of the Indian govern- 
ment to allow despatch of emergency supplies to the beleaguered people of 
Dahagram, reports ENA. 


Dahagram, the biggest enclave, has been cordoned off by Indian national since 
July 6. 


The enclave has now no link with the motherland. The government has not yet 
succeeded in establishing claim on the teenbigha” corridor which India has to 
code to Bangladesh according to the 1974 border agreement. 


The residents of the enclave depend on supplies from the motherland and India. 
Since July 6, Indian nationals have not been allowing any supplies to the enclave 
nor allowed any movement of the residents outside the enclave. Indian nationals 
did not even allow to carry out census in the enclave. 


National dailies have been reporting on the plight of the hapless residents of 
Dahagram. Food, medicine and essentials have run short of supplies and the 
very security of the residents is at stake. 


Encirclement Condemned 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] Al-Haj Captain M. A. Rab and Maulana Abdul Jabbar Badarpuri, Convene and 
Joint Convener of Bangladesh Islami Sangram Parishad, in a statement expressed 
their concern at the encirclement of Angarpota and Dahagram enclaves by the 
armed Indian mob. 


While terming the encirclement of the enclaves as "inhuman" the Sangram Parishad 
leaders said that after forcible occupation of South Talpatty Island, the Indian 
design to grab the enclaves through its own national only manifested the fact 
India had engaged itself in an “undeclared war" against Bangladesh. 











They urged the government to raise the issue in the international forums. 


Jatiya Ganatantrik Party (JAGPA) will hold a rally tomorrow (Thursday) at Baitul 
Mukarram at 4 p.m. in protest against the encirclement of Bangladeshi enclaves by 
Indian nationals with the indirect assistance from their own government. The 
party will bring out a procession and stage a demonstration in front of the 
Indian High Commission in Dacca. 


Juba Muslim League will organise rallies and protest marches throughout the 
country to protest against the encirclement of the enclaves by Indian nationals. 


*TIMES' Editorial 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 5 
[Editorial: “Lift the Siege”] 


[Text] The will of eight thousand people in the border enclaves of Dahagram and 
Angorpota to live as Bangladeshis on the strength of the Indo-Bangladesh Land 
Boundary Agreement of 1974 seems resisted by a strong siege of armed Indian 
nationals and a thicket of BSF vigil to go with it. Thus an inherent and a 
legally vested right of a population and its natural custodian the state of 
Bangladesh is going ignored. And that in an unfolding scheme, as it appears, 

of not reciprocating our release of Berubari by leasing out to us perpetually the 
Tin Bigha corridor to the enclaves in terms of a provision of the 1974 agreement. 


The blockade of Dahagram and Angorpota has virtually taken the form of a duress 
on the inhabitants who have to stay put in their houses without any possible pur- 
suit of normal avocations. Mostly poor as they are, their fate is imperilled by 
a denial of harvesting and acute scarcities of food and medical help. The 
Rangpur Deputy Commissioner's assessment of the situation is that it demands 

the despatch of Red Cross help to tie area. 


Inhabitants of the enclaves being virtually incommunicado, we have little informa- 
tion about them. But whatever trickles down speaks of settling people in them 
from the adjoining areas and a localised effort at weaning the labour classes 
away. The people of Dahagram and Angorpota voted in the last two elections of 
Bangladesh. While this was not taken kindly to as being a sign of progress 
towards the possession of the enclaves by us, determined resistance came in the 
way of our legitimate census bids of March last in the territories. 


The last year's meet at Dacca of the foreign ministers of India and Bangladesh 
had resolved through a recorded understanding to expedite the implementation of 
the 1974 Indo-Bangladesh Border Agreement. Following that there were meetings 
between the foreign secretaries of two countries but with no substantial results. 
Our Foreign Minister in recent talks with his Indian counterpart at Can-un, 
Mexico has had the impression of an encouraging Indian response to our problems 
with her. Such signs would count for something when backed by actual deeds from 
the Indian side. 
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The initiatives are for her to take for ensuring safety and security of the pecple 
of the enclaves by lifting the blockade and letting us fave the perpetual lease 

of the Tin Bigha corridor to the enclaves of Dahagram and Angorpota so that 

these can come under our legitimate administrative control. If there is any 
obstruction to this process in India then she with her political organisation 
should be able to overcome it. 


CSO: 4220/7618 
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BANGLADESH 


EDITOR CENSURED FOR SECRET INDIA PACT STORY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Press Council in its judgment in the case Abu Mohammad Bablu and 
Editor Weekly Janakatha on Monday censured the Editor of the Janakatha. 


The following is the text of the judgment: 


In the Weekly Janakatha dated 17th March 81 two important information were 
disseminated. First the late Janab Tajuddin the then Prime Minister of Bangladesh- 
Government-in-exile, made a secret pact with India and second, he made a deposit 
in his account in some Indian Banks a huge sum of money amounting to nearly one 
hundred crore Taka, this money having been collected by him from three sources 
namely misappropriation of a portion of the exile-Government-Fund a share of 
profit from currency-note printing in Bombay and commission from Indian 
corporations for giving them facilities in this country. 


In respect of these two statements contained in the report in Janakatha com- 
plainant Abu Mohammad Bablu describing himself as a very close political 
disciple of late Janab Tajuddin has filed this petition against the Editor Weekly 
Janakatha alleging that late Janab Tajuddin made no secret pact with India 

which fact has been admitted by the present Foreign Minister in the Parliament 
and that the story of deposit of money is totally false. 


The Editor Mr. Ibrahim Rahman of Weekly Janakatha in his written objection sub- 
mits that the petition of complaint is not maintainable in law as the petitioner 
is not an aggrieved person. He further submits that the statement of the 
Foreign Minister is not categorical about the secret pact with India. He sub- 
mits that in the Ittefaq dated 24.3.72 and in Weekly Holiday dated 20.8.72 and 
in Weekly Hoqkatha dated 22.9.72 and in daily Ittefaq dated 4.11.74, copies of 
which have been annexed statements of A. S. M. Abdur Rob, Lt. Col. Ziauddin and 
Dr. Aleem-Al-Razee, indicative of amassing wealth in Indian banks were pub- 
lished and that no contradiction or rejoinder was given by any aggrieved person. 
Lastly the Editor submits that a newspaper has a public duty to ventilate abuses 
of an official if he fails in his duty and a newspaper is absolutely within its 
rights to publish facts derogatory to him for the interest of the public. 


The first point taken by the Editor regarding the maintainability of the case at 
the initiative of a stranger may summarily be rejected. Section 12 of the 
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Press Council Act empowers the Council to act on the complaint filed by anybody. 
The Act goes so far as to empower the Council to act suo-motto against any news- 
paper. 


As to the secret pact with India by Bangladesh when the Weekly Janakatha has 
published this report onus is on the editor to prove his bonafides in the matter. 


The complainant Bablu says that the present Foreign Minister denied the 
existence of any such pact and the opposite-party-editor says that the statement 
of the present Foreign Minister is not categorical. In our opinion the statement 
of Foreign Minister in the Parliament to the effect that he has no knowledge 
about any secret pact between Bangladesh and India, considering that he being 

the Foreign Minister must know about such pact is possibly an indication of the 
likelihood of non-existence of any secret pact. The report in the paper on this 
point is not justified in the sense that the onus of proof has remained undis- 
charged. However we confine ourselves to the dispute raised in the case without 
giving any opinion about existence or non-existence of the pact. 


As regards deposit of money all that the editor for his report depends upon are 
some statements of political leaders. These leaders have not said that Mr. 
Tajuddin had misappropriated a sum of money from the aid-fund during liberation 
war or that he had misappropriated money at the time of printing currency-notes 
or that he had received money from many Indian Corporations for allowing them 
privileges in Bangladesh. Even if they had said so, the editor would not be 
within his justification to publish such a scurrilous and defamatory report 
against a dead man without due and proper verification. The editor cannot 
depend for news on the reports published in other newspapers unless he quotes 
the source-newspaper for this purpose. Moreover the newspapers referred to in 
the written objection do not mention the name of Mr. Tajuddin as having deposited 
money in Indian Banks. 


We are of opinion that the Editor Janakatha has grossly violated the professional 
norm set down by the Press Council (Rule No. 2 of the code of conduct) which 
runs as follows: 


"It should be noted in this connection that everything that interests the public 
is not in the public interest. It is found that some papers show a readiness to 
make statements on inadequate evidence, and some fall short of truth and fair- 
mindedness, some indulge in suppression and distortion. These however call for 
action." 


The Press Council in passing observes that this kind of activity jeopardises the 
interests of Journalism, tarnishes its fair image before the public and creates a 
credibility gap between readership and journalism. Since the Press Council has 
as one of its main aims the duty to attempt at eradication of these unethical 
activities from the sphere of journalism it cannot keep its eyes shut on these 
issues. We are of opinion that this practice, if not checked, will increase 

the gulf separating the world presented by the erring newspapers from the 

world of genuine reality. 
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While we think that it is not always illegitimate for a newspaper to present 
complicated subjects in such a way that its reader is attracted to them, giving 
the news presentations that are vivid and headlines that are arresting with an 
intention to make an impact on the readers minds; at the same time we maintain 
that at some point legitimate liveliness of presentation may become mere 
sensationalism with the norms haying been violated. 


In conclusion we hold that the editor in view of the above principles enunciated 


by us and in view of rule 2 of the code of conduct deserves punishment. The 
Editor, Janakatha is censured. 


CSO: 4220/7469 
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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT DENIES MISTREATMENT OF 'MUTINEERS' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] The attention of the Government has been drawn to certain statements by 
some public leaders in a section of the Press on the subject of the trial of 
accused by General Court Martial. The statements charge the Government of 
malafide action and treating unfairly some accused mutineers. The Government 
most emphatically deny that either the Army or Government has at any time acted 
unfairly or in any manner not in accordence with liws and rules according to an 
official handout issued on Monday. 


Furthermore, the Government want to clarify the position as follows: 


Between 30th May and lst June, 1981 the Chief of the Army Staff personally 
broadcast a message to all the mutineers as well as those who were in the area 
under the control of the rebels calling upon them to surrender by 6 a.m. on 
June 1, 1981 with full guarantee of pardon declared by the Government. As a 
result of this accouncement a large number of men and officers did actually 
disassociate themselves from the mutineers and cross over to the area under 
the control of the Government loyal forces. Those who voluntarily expressed 
their allegiance to the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and 
or surrendered to the Government garrison Comilla, have automatically been 
given the benefit of this pardon. But in respect of others who neither did 
cross within the time limit nor in any manner express their allegiance to the 
Government and were subsequently either arrested or forced to surrender, the 
Government obviously have to act with caution. Clearly in such cases evidence 
has to be adduced to prove to the satisfaction of the enquiry court the 
innocence of such individuals and their non-involvement with the mutineers at 
least from the time limit announced by Lt. General H. M. Ershad, the Army Chief. 


In this connection the Government wish to point out that anmywne who had direct 
knowledge about a person's non-involvement or innocence was free to give evi- 
dence to that effect. It is emphatically and clearly stated that the Government 
have no intention of acting vindictively or unfairly in any manner. 


The Government also wish to reiterate its request to the public that utterances 
likely to prejudice the trial or indirectly involve the armed forces in any 
controversy should be conscientiously avoided. The Government wish to reiterate 
its assurances of publishing as soon as possible a detailed report on the Court 
of Enquiry and the proceedings of the General Court Martial held in connection 
with the May 30 incidence at Chittagong. 


CSO: 4220/7469 





BANGLADESH 


DACCA APPEAL: NO STATEMENTS ON CHITTAGONG TRIAL 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] The Government in an announcement on Sunday urged all to refrain from 
giving statements about the General Court Martial at Chittagong because these 
may create misgivings in the public mind and thus jeopardise the proceedings of 
the trial. 


The announcement said that the trial could not be subjected to any question 
since laws under the Army Act were also laws of the land. 


Following is the text of the announcement: 


Despite the assurance given by the Government for the publication of a White 
Paper on the enquiry report and the trial proceedings of the General Court 
Martial at Chittagong, certain interested persons ere trying to politicise the 
case thus creating misgivings in the public mind. According to Army Act the 
convening authority of a Court Martial for reasons of military security and 
discipline may not allow civilian counsels for the accused persons. In the 
17th June trial, civil lawyers were allowed because civilians were also 
involved in the abortive coup, whereas in the present trial at Chittagong only 
army personnel are being tried for a purely military offence (causing mutiny) 
under Section 31 of Army Act. This can not be subjected to any question since 
laws under the Army Act are also laws of the land. 


In the circumstances for the greater interest of the country, and the Armed 
Forces in particular, all conscientious people should refrain from giving state- 
ments which may create misgivings in public mind and thus jeopardise the pro- 
ceedings of the trial. 


CSO: 4220/7468 
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BANGLADESH 


COURT DISMISSES PETITION FROM MUJIB'S SUCCESSOR 
Dacca TiE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] A division Bench of the High Court Division comprising Mr Justice Abdul 
Wadud Chowdhury and Mr Justice Sultan Hussain Khan by a judgment delivered on 
Tuesday discharged the rules earlier issued against the Government and others 

on two writ petitions filed by Khondker Moshtaq Ahmed who became President after 
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 


In the writ petitions the legality of the trial and the conviction and sentence 
passed by the Special Martial Law Court were called in question. 


According to allegation against him while he was M’ nister and then President he 
by misusing his position and power misappropriated public funds and used the same 
funds for construction and development of his paternal house in Comilla. 


The trial and conviction were attacked mainly on the grounds that the amendment 
of the Martial Law regulations providing for trial of the President was malafide 
in as much as the same were done only with a view to prosecuting the petitioner. 


It was also submitted that the review of the judgment against him was done with- 
out any notice to him and in violation of Martial Law regulations providing for 
disposal of review. 


On behalf of the Government it was submitted that there could not be any allega- 
tion of malafide against any legislation in general and that the review of judg- 
ment by the Government having not given any vested right to the petitioner the 
same could be disposed of in the manner the Government considered it proper. 


After hearing both sides their Lordships were of the view that the contentions 
raised on behalf of the petitioner were without substance and accordingly dis- 
charged the rules. The court however granted him a certificate for leave to 
appeal before the Appellate Division. 


Mr M. H. Khondker, Mr Nizamuddin Haider, Mr Khondker Mahbubuddin, Mr Mainul 
Hosain and others appeared for the petitioner while Attorney General Mr K. A. 
Bakr and Deputy Attorneys General Mr A. W. Bhulyan and Mr Sohrab Ali appeared 
for the Government. 


CSO: 4220/7472 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON BANGLADESH YOUTH DELEGATES IN PRC 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 81 p 8 


[Text] A youth delegation from Bangladesh led by Mr. Abdul Kashem, State Minister 
for Youth Development, arrived in Peking on Saturday. The delegation was accorded 
a cordial welcome on arrival at the airport by Mr. Liu Weimen, Vice-President of 
All China Youth Federation, and senior officials, says a PID handout. 


Mr. Han Ying, First Secretary of the Communist Youth League of Ui.’na and member 
of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, hosted a dinner in 
honour of the State Minister which was attended among others by Mr. Liu Weimen, 
Vice-President of All China Youth Federation, and Mrs. Huang Gan Ying, Vice- 
Chairman of All China Women's Federation. 


Mr. Han Ying in his speech at the dinner paid tribute to the success achieved by 
people of Bangladesh under the leadership of the Late President Ziaur RF ihman 
and wished the people of Bangladesh progress and prosperity. He expressed the 
hope that the current visit of Bangladesh Youth Delegation would contribute to 
strengthening of friendship and cooperation between the youth of China and 
Bangladesh . 


The State Minister for Youth Development in reply recalled the traditional bonds 
vf friendship between the people of Bangladesh and China. He expressed satisfac- 
tion at the steady development of friendship and cooperation between the two 
countries. 


Mr. Abdul Kashem also spoke about the success attained by the people of Bangla- 
desh in their nation building endeavours under the leadership of the Late 
President Ziaur Rahman whose passing away has made an irreparable loss to the 
people of Bangladesh. 


CSO: 4220/7469 
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BANGLADESH 


YOUTH DEVELOPMENT MINISTER REPORTS ON PRC VISIT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 8 Aug 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Mr. Abul Kashem, Minister of State for Youth Development, returned to 
Dacca on Friday after a 10-day visit to China, reports BSS. 


Talking to newsmen at the airport the State Minister described his visit to 
Peking as “very fruitful" and added “we had exchanged views on various issues, 
particularly the activities of youths in Bangladesh." 


The Minister, who visited China leading a seven-member delegation at the invita- 
tion of All China Youth Federation, said that his delegation had explained the 
programmes taken for the development and utilisation of the vast youth force 

in the second five-year plan period during their talks with Chinese officials. 


He said that his delegation was warmly received everywhere they went during the 
tour. He also lauded the Chinese hospitality. 


He said that he had extended an unofficial invitation to the Chinese Youth 
Federation to visit Bangladesh. The visit might take place either in December 
this year or in February next, he said. 


Mr. Kashem said that the present Chinese Government had taken keen interest in 
their youths and encouraged them in taking active part in the national develop- 
mental activities. Youth leadership is very much encouraged in China, he added. 


The Chinese Ambassador in Bangladesh, members of Jubodal and Jatiya Sangstha 
received the Minister at the airport. 


CSO: 4220/7013 
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BANGLADESH 


YOUNG PEOPLE WARNED AGAINST FOREIGN CULTURES 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 8 Aug 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Narayanganj, Aug 7--The Home Minister Mr A. S. M. Mustafizur Rahman today 
cautioned the country's youths against foreign cultural onslaught upon the 
national culture of Bangladesh, reports BSS. 


Speaking at an annual conference of a local socio-cultural organisation ‘ Prakash" 
the Minister advised the youths to develop Bangladeshi culture as an impregnable 
barrier against any foreign cultural infiltration or subversion. 


Mr Mustafizur Rahman recalled the great contribution of late President Ziaur 
Rahman for the development of Bangladeshi culture and paid tributes to his far- 
sighted statesmanship. President Zia did not go for economic development alone 
but also for social and cultural upliftment. He said adding the late leader's 
objective was to foster a balanced and allround development of Bangladeshi 
nationalism and culture. 


The Home Minister stressed that mere economic development was not enough. 
Because, he observed, once a country lost its cultural identity through the 
aggression of foreign culture it would soon lose its will to resist physical 
domination. He said that the same kind of foreign cultural conquest followed 
the military defeat in the battle field in the mid-eighteenth century leading 
to the foreign rule in this part of the world for about 200 years. 


Mr Mustafizur Rahman said that mere identity of language did not mean identity 
of culture. 


He pointed out that English is the common language of Britain, the United States, 
Canada and Australia. But yet, he pointed out, these countries have different 
cultures. He also said that the people of Indian state of West Bengal and the 
people of Bangladesh speak the same language but we are culturally different. 


He also said and urged the country's youth to assist socio-cultural bodies in 


even remote areas, for the development of a culture for Bangladesh having its 
own characteristics. 


CSO: 4220/7613 
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BANGLADESH 


INDIAN ALLEGATIONS ON NAVY INTRUSION BASELESS 

Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Aug 81 p l 

[Text] A Foreign Office spokesman on Thursday described the Indian media 
campaign alleging violation of Indian territorial waters by Bangladesh Navy as 
"completely baseless,’ reports BSS. 

When his attention was drawn to Indian Press reports making the allegations the 


spokesman said, at no stage the Bangladesh Navy had violated the Indian terri- 
torial waters. 


Bangladesh Navy always confined their movement well within Bangladesh territorial 
waters, he emphasised. 


The spokesman said that any aspersion to the country is completely baseless. 
Indian Press Reports 

Report from New Delhi says: Indian Press reports today (Thursday) said "about 
eight Bangladesh gunboats were still in the territorial waters" near disputed 
South Talpatty island. 

Quoting "knowledgeable sources" in Calcutta, the reports said these boats were 
noticed there for last few days and some Indian Navy vessels have been despatched 


to ensure that there was "no infringement of Indian territory." 


Border Security Force base in the island had been strengthened, reports said, 
adding that there was no confrontation. 


Earlier yesterday (Wednesday), reports quoting official sources had said 
Bangladesh gunboats violated Indian territorial waters. 


Bangladesh High Commission, when contacted, had described reports of violating 
Indian waters as “baseless.” 


BSF Alert 


Another message from Delhi says: The Indian Border Security Force all along 
Indo-Bangladesh Border in West Bengal has been alerted against any possible 
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attempt at forcible incursion from the other side by stranded Pakistani 
refugees." 


An official spokesman in Calcutta today said the decision had been taken in view 
of renewed threat by “those refugees of a long march" through Indian territory 
beginning August 15. 


The West Bengal Government was beiug kept informed about the “long march" by the 
Indian Central Government, he said. 


CSO: 4220/7621 
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BANGLADESH 


DACCA REPORTS CREDIT TO RURAL AREAS DOUBLED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 6 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] The share of institutional credit to the rural areas has increased from 
17 per cent to about 30 per cent in recent years. according to a Government 
estimate. 


It is gathered that the volume of credit disbursed by the multi-agency system 
(mationalised commercial banks, Bangladesh Krishi Bank, Bangladesh Samaaya Bank 
and TCCA's of the IRDP) increased three folds during the last three years. 
Actual disbursement during 1979-80 aggregated Tk. 2683.9 million against the 
target of Tk. 4066.7 million (representing 65.99 per cent of the target). 


The cooperatives of Bangladesh Samabaya Bank and the Integrated Rural Development 
Programme (IRDP) played an important .ole in reaching the rural population with 
their credit, and a significant number of the borrowers had been small farmers. 


Special Programme 


The government launched a special agricultural credit programme under which the 
nationalised commercial banks (NCB's) were required, for the first time, to 
extend credit to the rural sector. The programme was aimed particularly at the 
small farmers. 


The Tk. 100 crore programme is still on. 


Meantime, © number of innovative credit programmes have been undertaken by the 
government to examine the feasibility of delivering credit to the disadvantaged 
groups in the rural areas. These include: (a) small farmers and landless 
labourers’ development project, (b) Grameon Bank Project and (c) rural finance 
experimental project (USAID aided). 


The last named ‘is intended to test various ways of delivering credit to and 
mobilising savings from the small farmers and other rural producers who are 
not currently served by any of the lending agencies. The mid-term evaluation 
of this project revealed that out of the total loans disbursed, 73 per cent 
went to the target group borrowers. 
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Price Support 


The government is also providing price support for paddy and jute goods to <nsure 
a fair price to the growers to help achieve one of the most important objectives 
of the Second Five-Year Plan, namely: “to stabilize output prices at a remunera- 
tive level and to ensure a term of trade favourable to the rural sector.” 


Crop Insurance 


Meantime, the government has also introduced crop insurance for paddy and a few 
other cash crops on a limited scale. The IRDP, in collaboration with the 
Sadharan Bima Corporation, is currently implementing a crop insurance programme 
in 189 primary co-operative societies to protect the farmers against possible 
loss of crops like aman, boro and aus due to pest attack, natural disasters and 
the like. Government is also learnt to be considering expansion of the insurance 
scheme. 


CSO: 4220/7611 
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BANGLADESH 


MANPOWER MINISTER REPORTS ON MIDEAST JOB MARKET 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jul 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Over 8,000 Bangladeshis are expected to get employment in Iraq during the 
current year, State Minister for Manpower Development and Social Welfare Syed 
Mohibul Hasan said in Dacca on Saturday, reports BSS. 


Talking to newsmen at his office after returning from visits to the Gulf coun- 
tries, Mr. Hasan said besides Iraq, there were bright prospects of employment 
for Bangladeshis in Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 


Mr. Hasan who led a three-member Bangladeshi celegation to attend the July Revo- 
lution of Iraq returned to Dacca on Friday night, touring Jordan, Kuwait, the 
UAE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


Mr. Hasan said a draft agreement for recruitment of Bangladeshi nationals for 
job in Iraq had been finalised and the actua) agreement would be signed soon. 
He said about 6,000 people would be employed in the Department of Labour, 2,000 
in housing and construction sector and about 250 in the survey and engineering 
section of Local Government in Iraq. 


On his way home, the State Minister for Manpower had a stopover at Amman where he 
had a substantive talk with Jordanian Minister for Labour Mr. Jawad Al-Ainain 
regarding employment of Bangladeshis in Jordan. 


He said the Jordanian Minister had given him assurances that Bangladeshi 
nationals had good prospect for job in his country. Mr. Hasan said pre- 
selection list of the potential job seekers will be soon sent to Jordan for 
processing. 


Speaking about the employment situation in Saudi Arabia Mr. Mohibul Hasan said 
there was a "great scope” of jobs for Bangladeshis in the Kingdom. He said 
Saudis would need a lot of expatriate workers, technicians and other category 
of people to implement its gigantic programme of the Five-Year Plan. He viewed 
that Bangladeshi contractors should also take this opportunity to ge: contract 
there by forming a consortium if it was not possible individually. 


As for Kuwait, the State Minister said, Bangladeshis had earned a good name in 
that country, and added there were good prospect for our people to get more job 
there. The Minister also met the Bangladeshi nationals residing in Kuwait. 
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Replying to a question, Mr. Hasan said the Government was endeavouring to 
simplify procedure so that greater number of people could avail job opportuni- 
ties abroad. He said the Government was also working to see that bluffing, 
cheating and harassment to potential job seekers by some unscrupulous recruiting 


agents were stopped. 


CSO: 4220/7465 
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BANGLADESH 


INDIAN WITHDRAWAL OF RIVER WATER CAUSES CONCERN 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] Kazi Anwarul Huq, Minister for Power, Flood Control and Water Resources, 
expressed his concern over the increased withdrawal of water by India in the 
upper reaches of the Ganges. He said that the massive withdrawal would further 
aggravate the situation with the diversion of five to seven thousand cusecs of 
water at Madhyaganga project in U.P. 


Addressing a Press conference in Dacca on Saturday Kazi Anwarul Huq said that 
the unilateral withdrawal of water at the upper reaches of the international 
river Ganges was against the international norms and would have serious impact 
cn the economy of the lower riparian countries. 


He noted that the diversion of Ganges water at Farakka for flushing Calcutta Port 
had already created adverse impact on the traditional life and ecology of 
Bangladesh. He further said that the diversion of 20 thousand cusecs water at 
Farakka was a sacrifice by Bangladesh, because "we were getting the entire water 
from the Ganges from the very inception”. 


Replying to a question the Minister said that the total flow of the Ganges has 
been estimated at 446 million acre-feet in 1975 and the availability at Farakka 
point was 372 million acre-feet. This means that India was withdrawing 74 
million acre-feet water at the upper reaches, he added. 


Kazi Anwarul Huq said that the average flow at Farakka comes to about 70 thousand 
cusecs in the lean period which we have accepted at 55 thousand cusecs giving 
the margin of 15 thousand cusecs to India. 


The Minister disclosed that in 1980 the lowest flow at the Farakka point was 
39,000 cusecs as against 55,000 cusecs. Bangladesh got 28 thousand cusecs as 
against the agreed quantum. The Minister however expressed his satisfaction 
that India honoured the 80 per cent guarantee clause which provides 80 per cent 
water for Bangladesh whatever is the flow at Farakka. 


He hoped that this guarantee clause would continue in the future agreement. Asked 
whether India had indicated to alter the agreed principles in the five-year agree- 
ment which expires in November 1982 the Minister replied in the negative. 
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He said that he was hopeful of a long-term agreement with India. Because he 
noted India was committed publicly to commission Farakka after agreement with 
Bangladesh. He also said that unilateral withdrawal from any international 
river was against the international norms and regulations. 





Kazi Anwarul Hug said that the construction of Madhyaganga project at the upper 
reaches of the Ganges was also against international norms. He said that the 
diversion of water through several points in the upper reaches through channels 
and dams was affecting the normal flow of water in the lower riparian countries. 
He stressed the need for linking the sharing of the Ganges water with the long- 
term augmentation. The long-term augmentation was possible only through collabo- 
ration of Bangladesh, India and Nepal. 


Regarding the adverse impact of the Farakka on Bangladesh the Minister said that 
the diversion of water at Farakka was affecting our economy particularly agri- 
culture, fisheries, forestry, and drinking water supply. He said that the 
diversion had accelerated the siltation of our rivers and had increased the 
salinity affecting the industry and agriculture. 


On the other hand the Minister said the flushing of Hoogly with water from the 
Ganges could not improve the navigability of the Calcutta Port. He informed that 
except three-four months in a year 40 thous.nd cusecs water was being discharged 
at Farakka for flushing Hoogly. But could it improve the depth of the river, he 
posed a question. 


He noted that about ten lakh cusecs of water flush the Hoogly river twice daily 
through tidal water. As against this ten lakh cusecs, the Minister said, the 
40 thousand cusecs or 16 thousand cusecs in the lean period cannot create any 
impact. In increasing the navigability of Hoogly. There are two schools of 
thought on this issue in India, the Minister said. 


Kazi Anwarul Hug said that the two-third areas of Bangladesh was dependent on 
the Ganges water in Bangladesh. The life, culture, ecology, everything in the 
northern region of Bangladesh developed under the influence of Ganges over the 
centuries and the obstruction at Farakka level had already created lot of prob- 
lems in the area. 


The Minister said that Bangladesh required water for irrigation to feed her 

90 million people. The Water Development Board was developing irrigation pro- 
jects for augmenting the food production. He said that already 3000 miles of 
embankment had been constructed for irrigation and flood control. A number of 
small projects like Chandpur Irrigation Projects and (?DMD) Projects had already 
been developed to meet the water requirement of Bangladesh and provide winter 
irrigation. 


CSO: 4220/7465 
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BANGLADESH 


MINISTER REPORTS DECREASE IN FOOD DEFICIT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 13 Aug 81 pp l, 8 


[Text] Kaliganj (Dacca), Aug. 12--Food Minister Mr Abdul Momen Khan has said 
here today that the food deficit of the country has come down to 10 lakh tons 
from 30 lakh tons in 1972 despite of the growth of population, reports BSS. 


After inaugurating a newly constructed food godown here he is addressing a big 
public meeting at the premises of the local girls high school. The Minister 
said that this achievement in the food sector had only been possible due to 
production oriented politics of the Late President Ziaur Rahman and people's 
support to his 19-point programme. 


Expressing government's determination to complete the unfinished task of the 
Late President, the Minister called upon the people to vote for Justice Sattar 
so that the government and the political machinery left by the Late President 
could work smoothly and implement the socio-economic programme given by him to 
the nation. He said they could not fulfil this task as they are not imbued by 
the ideals and programme of Zia. He also also said that Justice Sattar is the 
most compenion and follower of the late leader. 


The Minister urged upon the people to assist the law inforcing agency to main- 
tain law and order in the society, so that the tempo of production could con- 
tinue uninterruptedly. 


Explaining the need of food storage the Minister said that the completion of this 
godown which is first in this area, will improve efficiency in the field of 
inflow and outflow of foodgrains similar godowns in large number have been con- 
structed and are being constructed all over the country with the object of giving 
fair prices to the grower as well as a stable price of foodgrains to the con- 
sumers, he added. 


The Minister earlier addressed a rally of local BNP workers at the premises of 
Raja Rajendra Pilot High School. 


Mr Mokhlesur Rahman, MP, and Mrs Shahina Khan, MP, also addressed the public 
meeting. 


CSO: 4220/7620 
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BANGLADESH 


DACCA INSTITUTE DEVELOPS NEW PULSE VARIETY 

Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 11 Aug 81 ppl, 8 
[Article by Mostafa Kamal] 

[Text] Can pulses usually grown in winter, be grown in summer? 


Yes, say scientists of the Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI). Not 
only that some high yielding pulse varieties can give three times more output 


than that by local varieties. 


The BARI scientists have also developed some processes by which intercropping of 
pulses with sugarcane or even intercropping of different varieties of pulse is 


possible. 


Pulse can also be grown as a cash crop in between the cultivation of potato and 
amon paddy. Roots of pulse plants increase nitrogenous content in the soil thus 
reducing the need for fertilisers. 


The new varieties were developed during the intensive experiments under the 
pulses improvement project of BARI in eleven different locations in past two 


years. 


A traditional rabi crop in Bangladesh, pulses have been the cheaper sources of 
protein for ages. But this “poor man's meat" has become scarce, due primarily 
to reduced acreage, poor management and poor productivity of local veriety. 


Recent statistics have it that Bangladesh produces about 2.4 lakh tons of pulses 
a year which is less than half the total requirement. Besides production of all 
the varieties of pulse have declined over the past ten years. 


The production of kheshari has declined by 2.01 per cent, and lentil (mashu) by 
1.48 per cent. Similarly production of gram (chhola), mashkalai, mung, arhar 
and pea (matar) have also fallen by 4.85 per cent, 2.05 per cent, 2.05 per cent, 
0.93 per cent and 7.55 per cent respectively. 


The decreased production of pulses has led to increase in prices which is now 
twice the prices of rice and wheat. Traditionally pulse used to be priced at 
lower than the prices of pulse. 
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Protein 


The per capita availability of proteins of animal as well as plant origin has 
been steadily decreasing in Bangladesh. This trend has assumed alarming propor- 
tions in past ten years. One of the causes was lower production of pulses, the 
traditional sources of plant protein. But the growth of population has been 
unabated. 


The Planning Commission has set the target of providing at least 12 gram pulses 
per head a day at the end of the Second Five Year Plan period for achieving the 
goal of ensuring at least 50 grams of balanced protein per capita. 


Bangladesh thus would require over 5.5 lakh tons of pulses for an estimated popu- 
lation of ten crore by 1985. As such production has to be doubled over the next 
three years. There is no alternative to this because such huge quantity of pulse 
would not be available for import from other pulse growing countries--India, 
Nepal and Pakistan. 


The scientists of the pulses improvement project of BARI say that production of 
pulses in Bangladesh can be doubled with minimum but systematic efforts during 
the next three years. 


Two improved mung varieties--7704 and 7706--can give more than twice the yield 
(18 to 20 maunds per acre) compared to local varieties. Similarly three HYVs 
of mashkalai--2038, 2040 and 2041--can give similar yield compared to local 
mashkalai varieties. Morecver, these HYVs of pulse can be grown also during 
summer thus ensuring an additional crop on those high lands which otherwise 
remain unused for about three months before sowing of aman paddy. 


However, the BARI scientists have come up with the most exciting result with 
“arhar." A high yielding variety of “arhar"--iopl 4--developed by them gives 
about 20 maunds yield per acre in just over three months compared to only about 
eight maunds by local varieties of arhar in about eleven months. 


More Income 


These HYV pulses are promising more income to farmers than what is assured from 
production of cereals. 


Test production of these varieties has proved successful at the BARI head- 
quarters at Joyvedpur and its ten research sub-stations at Dinajpur, Thakurgaon, 
Rangpur, Bogra, Ishurdi, Pahartali, Hathazari and Faridpur. 


Mr. A. K. Kaul the pulse expert who is supervising the pulse improvement project 
of BARI, told this reporter, steps have been taken for seed multiplication of 
these HYVs in both the research sub-stations and in the fields of contract 
farmers in Rajshahi, Dinajpur and other districts. He hopes, BARI would be able 
to cover one-third of north Bengal with HYVs of pulses during the coming season, 


Meanwhile, Bangladesh Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) Directorate 
of Agricultural Extension and the Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) 
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are lending helping hands to the pulses improvement project by way of seed 
multiplication, storage and extension. 


The scientists of BARI under the guidance of Dr. Kazi M. Badruddoza and 

Dr. A. K. Kaul have also been successful in intercropping of mung with sugarcane 
and mashkalai with arhar. An acre of mash-arhar intercropped land at Joydevpur 
has already given a harvest of 18 maunds of mash in two months. Dr. Kaul and 
his associates are awaiting another good harvest of "“arhar" from the same land 
in just another month. 


Dr. Kaul says, HYV pu’ <s can be grown on .* high lands in north Bengal where 
aus and jute are nc grown. In potato growing areas, pulses can be a catch-up 
crop till the sow ag of aman paddy. Potato plants consume nitrogen from the 
soil while keep ag phospet intact while pulse plants consume phosphet while 
adding nitrogr.to soil. Thus by way of cycling of crops maximum utilisation 
of lands can ve ensured. 


Other by pr ducts of pulses are protein rich animal fodder and fire wood. 
Besides th green leaves of pulse plants that fall before harvest add organic 
matter to ne field. 


Dr. Kaul ¢ :id there were 50 lakh acres of high land in Bangladesh which could 
be used fc - improved pulses production. If even a half of such land is judi- 
ciously us d, pulse deficit can be overcome within next three years. 


The BARI hze~ requested Taka 60 lakh from the government for next three years 
for the pulse improvement project which would be spent for improvement of 
seed-storage capabilities and to pay salaries to needed manpower. 


The pulses improvement project is being financed by a number of international 
agencies. The World Bank made available the services of Dr. A. K. Kaul (pulse 
breeder). The International levelopment Research Centre (IDRC), Canada is giving 
assistance in the form of fellowships, equipment, expertise, operational and 
other expenses. Besides some research establishments from India, Syria and Tiwan 
have provided valuable plant material. Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC) has provided financial assistance for grasspea (kheshari) and blackgram 
(mashkalai). 


CSO: 4220/7616 
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BANGLADESH 


DACCA DENIES EFFORTS TO UNDERCUT INDIAN JUTE EXPORT 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Aug 81 pp l, 8 


{Text] The Jute Minister, Mr Habibullah Khan, denied Delhi based wire service 
report which had accused Bangladesh of trying to undercut the Indian jute 
exporters in the international market. 


He also dismissed as baseless the report that Bangladesh jute mills are receiving 
government subsidy. 


Talking to ENA Mr Habibullah Khan stated in clear terms Bangladesh competes and 
not undercuts in the world jute market. The BJMC mills are also off the govern- 
ment subsidy list for the past two years, the Minister added, far from taking 
subsidy from the government the jute sector has contributed 60 crore taka to the 
national exchequer during the last financial year. This year too we are going 
to contribute more or less the same amount, if not more, to the national 
exchequer, Mr Khan said. 


The Jute Minister stated the dying and decadent jute mills of India are making 
false allegation of subsidy to Bangladesh jute mills with the hope of getting 
subsidy from their own government. 


Reviewing the performance of the jute sector during the last fiscal year 

Mr Habibullah Khan said "we have produced and exported more, but earned less 
partly because of recession in the United States and Europe and partly because 
of downward trend in the price of jute in the international market." 


He said BJMC produced 5.8 lakh tons of jute goods and exported roughly 5 lakh 
tons in 1980-81. In 1979-80 we exported 4.30 lakh tons, during the last finan- 
cial year we exported 19.4 lakh bales of raw jute. 


In reply to a question concerning earning from the export of jute and jute manu- 
factures the Minister stated Bangladesh had earned about 800 crore taka by 
exporting jute and jute goods during the period under review. He confessed the 
amount earned fell short of the amount targetted for earning. The target for 
earning from the export of jute and jute goods was set at 965 crore taka. 


Mr Habibullah Khan said our export earning during the year 1980-81 was set at 
1,500 crore taka, as against that we have actually earned 1,151 crore taka. 
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Thus it shows our export earning during the year 1980-81 has fallen short of 
the target by about 23 per cent. As against this the earning from the export 
of jute and jute manufactures has fallen short by 18 per cent. Im any case 
the earning from the jute sector during the year under review accounts for 
69 per cent of our total export earning, the Minister concluded. 


CSO: 4220/7612 
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BANGLADESH 


JUTE PURCHASE STEPPED UP TO PREVENT SMUGGLING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] The managements of the jute mills and Jute Trading Corporation and Jute 
Mills Corporation offices in the Khulna and Jessore zone have been directed to 
gear up their purchase operation along the border belts to prevent smuggling of 
raw jute from the country says a PID handout. 


This directive was issued by Mr Salahuddin Ahmed, Secretary, Ministry of Jute in 
a series of meetings with the concerned officials during his recent week-long 
tour of the jute-growing areas of the border belt in Kushtia Jessore and 

Khulna district. 


During the tour the Jute Secretary also held meetings with the high officials of 
local administrations and law-enforcement agencies and discussed with them 
measures for prevention of smuggling of raw jute. The Jute Secretary told the 
officials that Bangladesh would need more jute this year for both export and 
jute-goods production to narrow the gap between foreign exchange earnings from 
exports and expenditure on export. He emphasised the need for adoption of stern 
measures to check smuggling of jute the growth of which was better in the border 
belt this year as compared to that in the main land. 


CSO: 4220/7467 


36 








BANGLADESH 


WITHDRAWAL OF PESTICIDE SUBSIDY TERMED ‘SUICIDAL’ 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jul 81 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Shamsul Huq Zabid] 


[Text] The government decision to withdraw subsidy from pesticide and transfer 
the responsibility for its procurement and distribution to the private sector 
has failed to make desired impact on agricultural production and some have ca-_led 
it “suicidal.” 


The decision, implemented about one and a half years back, had led to sharp rise 
in the price of pesticides and consequent non-use which resulted in the loss of 
crops estimated at over 200 crore taka due to extensive pest attack. 


The government had paid only Taka 32 crore as subsidy to pesticides over a 
period of five years since 1973-74 when the pest attack was found to be in 
controllable limit as, informed sources said, use of pesticides was extensive. 
But *' > crop loss went up manifold due to extensive pest attack following the 
withdrawal of subsidy, the source said. The non-use of pesticide was mainly due 
to high price and poor knowledge among the farmers about its management and 
applicability. 


It has been alleged that the private companies have increased manifold the 
prices of pesticides in the absence of any government control. Im some cases, 
the price has been raised by 500 per cent or more. Only a few farmers could 
apply adequate or recommended doses of pesticides to their crops in view of the 
high price. 


Farmers also complain about the effectiveness of the pesticides marketed by some 
of the private companies. The Bangladesh Pesticide Association (BPA) had been 
highly critical about the sale of pesticides in open containers by the retail 
dealers and unscientific preservation before it took over the pesticide busi- 
ness. But the thana level or village level dealers appointed by them have been 
selling pesticides in open containers and the preservation is still unscientific. 


In 1957, the government of the then East Pakistan for the first time had started 
distributing pesticides and sprayers among the farmers at 100 per cent subsidy. 
That rate of subsidy continued till 1974, when the government withdrew 50 per 
cent subsidy from pesticides. The withdrawal of subsidy reduced the use of 
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pesticide from average 8,000 tons during pre-liberation period to only 2,000 
tons in 1975. However, the use of pesticide increased later. 


In 1979-80, the government withdrew subsidy from the pesticide fully and handed 
over the pesticide distribution and procurement to 20 private companies includ- 
ing Bayer, ICI, Shell Chemicals, Cynamide, May and Baker, Fisons, Jogajog 
Corporation, BASF, CIBA-GEIGY and Setu Corporation. 


The private companies took months to plunge ii.to full operation of their 
products. The companies fixed abnormal prices of their siroducts. The Bangladesh 
Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC), the agency which was responsible for 
the procurement of pesticides before the private companies had entered this 
business, had spent laka 9 crore in 1977-78. On the other hand during 1980-81, 
the sale value of the pesticide procured or manufactured by the private companies 
stood at about Taka 20 to 25 crore. 


The Government which thought pesticide distribution would be better under private 
sector, was compelled to come back in the pesticide operation due to widespread 
pest attack during the past three crop seasons. Last year, the aerial unit of 
the Directorate of Plant Protection had to spend Taka six lakh alone in Jamalpur 
district for aerial spraying. This year, in view of the widespread ‘hispa' 
attack in the coastal districts, the Government, bairing the operational cost, 
has so far spent Taka nine lakhs. The expenditure will go up, according to an 
official source. 


Me A.B.A. Sirajuddowia, President of Bangladesh Pesticide Association, the asso- 
ciation of the private companies operating in the pesticide business, said that 
there was plenty of pesticide in the country to stop aati-infestation by pests. 
However, he agreed that the farmers were not buying pesticides in view of the 
high prices. 


The BPA President said that the private companies incurring loss in view of the 
poor intake of pesticides by the farmers. He said only one-fourth of the pesti- 
cide imported during the last financial year was sold. 


On high price, Mr Sirajuddowia said that devaluation of Taka and rise in the 
prices of petroleum products internationally have been responsible for the high 
cost of pesticides imported by the private companies. He said, "it is true as 
per agreement between the Government and the pesticide association, the Govern- 
ment has no right to control the price of pesticides. But our price structure 
is open to all,” he indicated that the price of pesticides would increase fur- 
ther in the coming years. He felt that increase in the procurement price of 
rice and paddy by the Government might help increase the intake level of pesti- 
cides by the farmers. 


Though the pesticide business is now being handled by the private sector, the 
Government machinery which earlier handled the pesticide operation is intaci. 
The field officials have been engaged in other jobs. 


Experts are of the opinion that the extent of pest attack may have a devastating 
impact on the farm production in near future unless drastic and effective 
measures are taken to combat it. 


CSO: 4220/7468 
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BRIEFS 


TOAHA PRESS STATEMENT--Chief of Bangladesh Samayabadi Dal Mohammad Toaha has 
called upon the leftist and progressive political forces to build up “an alterna- 
tive left leadership” in the country, reports ENA. In a Press statement on 
Friday the Samayabadi Dal chief said it is imperative to build up an alternative 
leadership comprising the genuine left and progressive forces to protect 
national independence and sovereignty. Mohammad Toaha in his statement contra- 
dicting Press reports said his party is not connected with the alliance styled 
"National Front” consisting of 18 political parties with Jatiya League chief 

Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan as its Convener. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 26 Jul 81 p 3] 


STRANDED PAKISTANIS PARADE--About 500 people, mostly stranded Pakistanis, paraded 
the city’s main thoroughfares on Monday to draw attention to their plight. The 
slogan-chanting procession went to the Foreign Ministry, the Press Club and the 
Secretariat to bring home the message that the Government should reach a decision 
on the total repatriation of stranded Pakistanis in Bangladesh. The procession 
was organised by the Stranded Pakistanis General Repatriation Committee to 
observe “Black Ten Years Week.” The week is being observed by all stranded 
Pakistanis in Bangladesh to draw attention to their problem and to pressurise 

the Governments of Pakistan and Bangladesh to announce a definite policy on this 
issue. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 81 p 3) 


MONSOON WHEAT CROP--The government has sanctioned 20 lakh maunds of wheat worth 
about Taka twenty crore under the rainy season food for work programme. Talking 
to BSS the Deputy Minister for Relief Mr Jafar Imam said in Dacca on Tuesday that 
the work under the programme would begin throughout the country next week. 

Mr Imam said that the programme was drawn up t~ provide job opportunities for 
the distressed unemployed and under-employed members of the public during the 
rainy season. He said that the allocation had been made on subdivision basis 

in order to expedite the programme and benefit the poor people. Mr Imam 
expressed the hope that countless millions would be benefitted by this programme 
particularly during the idle season of the year. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 81 p 1} 


FOREIGN MINISTER IN UK--Foreign Minister Prof. Muhammad Shamsul Huq who met the 
British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington in London last Monday enquired about 
the riot situation and conveyed the concern of the people of Bangladesh over the 
security of Bangladeshis living in Britain, reports BSS. A delayed message 
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received in Dacca on Thursday said the British Foreign Secretary informed Prof. 
Hug that it was the firm policy of his Government to preserve the multi-racial 
character of the British society. He also held out the assurance that the 
legitimate rights and interests of the Ethnic minority groups would be protected. 
Lord Carrington also explained the new programme of the British Government for 
creating more job opportunities with particular attention to the disadvantaged 
ethnic minority groups. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Jul 81 


p i} 


ILO LEADERSHIP MEMBER--Mr. M. Morshed Khan, President, Bangladesh Employers’ 
Association, has recently been elected as a Substitute Member to the ILO Govern- 
ing Body. The election was held at the recently concluded 67th Session of 
International Labour Conference at Geneva, says a Press release. This is for 

the first time chat an employers’ represencative from Bangladesh has been 
elected to the ILO Governing Body. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 
31 Jul 81 p 3) 


OFFICIAL VISIT TO DPRK--Speaker Mirza Gholam Hafiz and Begum Hafiz arrived at 
Pyongyang on August 4 on an official visit, reports BSS. He was received at the 
airport by Mr. Hwang Jang Yop, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Supreme 
People's Assembly of the DPRK, Mr. Ho Gyu, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
senior officials. The Chairman of the Standing Committce of the Supreme People's 
Assembly and Mrs. Hwang held a banquet in honour of the Bangladesh Speaker and 
Begum Hafiz. The dinner was attended, among others, by Pak Song Chol, Vice- 
President of the Republic. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 

8 Aug 81 p 3] 


COMMUNIST PARTY APPEAL--The Central Secretariat of the Communist Party of 
Bangladesh criticised what it termed Government's stubborn attitude on the 
question of fixation of date for presidential elections. Calling for acceptance 
of the demands put up by major Opposition parties, the CPB Secretariat urged the 
Government to create a “congenial atmosphere” for the election by shifting its 
date in the third week of November. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in 
English 11 Aug 81 p 8] 


MESSAGE TO KUWAIT--Kuwait, August 1l--Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed 

al Sabah today received a message from the Acting President of Bangladesh 
Justice Abdus Sattar concerning promotion of bilateral relations, particularly 
in the economic field, reports IINA. The message was handed over by Bangladesh 
Deputy Premier and Minister of Fisheries and Livestock Saifuddin Ahmed Bari who 
is currently on an official visit here. Mr. Bari had talks during the past two 
days with a number of Kuwaiti officials including heir-apparent and Premier 
Sheikh Abdulla. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 1] 


FINANCE MINISTER IN ESCAP--Bangladesh Finance Minister Mr. M. Saifur Rahman, on 
Monday unanimously elected the Chairman at the ministerial meeting of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the economic 
commission for West Asia (BCWA), reports BSS. The meeting began in Bangkok 

on Monday for preparation for the Paris conference on LDC's according to a 
message received in Dacca on Tuesday. Inaugurated by their Deputy Prime 
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Minister, the meeting was also addressed among others, by the UNCTAD Secretary 
General Mr. Gamani Corea and the Executive Secretary, ESCAP, Mr. S. A. M. S. 
Kibria. The senior officlals of the participating countries during the last two 
days' deliberations have prepared a declaration on LDC's confereace which the 
ministers are expected to adopt on Tuesday's meeting before it closes. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 1] 


EKOTA PARTY MEETING--A 2-day meeting of the central committee of Jatiya Ekota 
Party which was concluded in Dacca on Sunday urged the government to fulfill the 
preconditions put forward by opposition parties for making the coming presiden- 
tial election free and fair. Presided over by party chief Syed Altaf Hossain, 
the meeting by a resolution urged all progressive democratic parties in the 
opposition to nominate a common candidate for the presidential election. The 
meeting noted with concern over the economic situation, particularly the rise in 
prices of essential commodities and urged all democratic and patrivtic forces to 
launch a united movement against it. The meeting condoled the deaths of eminent 
litterateurs Syed Murtaza Ali and Mahbubul Alam, said a press release. [Text] 
[Dacca THS BANGLADESH TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 8] 
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INDIA 


REPORT ON GANDHI ACTIVITIES ON KENYA VISIT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 pp l, 9 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, August 10 (PTI). The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
and the Kenyan President, Mr Daniel Arap Moi, today reaffirmed their desire 

to forge closer relations between the two countries and identical stand on many 
international issues, including African liberation movements, the Indian Ocean 
and big-power rivalry. 


The two leaders met for 20 minutes without aides at the state house where 
Mrs Gandhi is staying and later took part in a full-fledged meeting of the 
delegations of the two countries. 


President Moi expressed satisfaction over the growing relations between India 
and Kenya "which are getting closer and closer every day." 


He reiterated Kenya's full support to liberation movements in Africa and inde- 
pendence for Namibia and hoped big powers, engaged in rivalry in the Indian 
Ocean, would realise there would be no winners in any confrontation. 


Economic Cooperation 


Noting that the two countries were increasing economic cooperation, Mr Moi 

said Kenya looked to India in many fields, including training for its teachers, 
students and technical personnel as also for the development of its industries, 
big and small. 

Speaking at a banquet given in her honour by President Moi at the state house, 
Mrs Gandhi said she would reaffirm the solidarity of the people of India with 
“the brave freedom-fighters of Southern Africa.” 


She said there could be no compromise with apartheid and in fighting, every 
nation should regard itself a frontline state. 


President Moi described Mrs Gandhi as a great world leader and spoke of simi- 
larity of views between two countries on a wide range of issues. 
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KERALA CHIEF MINISTER ALLEGES GANDHI BROKE PROMISE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] Trivandrum, August 10. The Kerala chief minister, Mr E. K. Nayanar, 
joined the former chief minister and CPI leader, Mr P. K. Vasudevan Nair, in 
the state legislature today to say how unfortunate it was that the Prime Min- 
ister could not find time to receive an all-party deputation from Kerala. 


The state government had prepared a memorandum and was all set to send the all- 
party deputation to Delhi to represent to her Kerala's case that the import 

of rubber, coconut and cocoa would be harmful to the economic interests of this 
state. 


The Prime Minister, however, could find no time to discuss the important issue. 
But on July 24, she did meet a deputation of the opposition parties and assured 
it that imports would be stopped. In fact, she had granted to the opposition 
deputation all that the all-party deputation wanted from her. 


The Marxist-led ruling front, however, insisted, that coconut oil was being im- 
ported even after the Prime Minister's assurance. Two consignments of the com- 
modity, for which the contract was signed much before the Prime Minister's prom- 
ise did arrive at Cochin and Bombay. 


While the chief minister and his ruling front supporters regarded it as a breach 
of promise, the Congress(1) opposition leader, Mr K. Karunakaran, explained the 
situation and said the ruling front was making itself ridiculous by alleging breach 
of promise. 


The CPI leader, Mr Vasudevan Nair, reminded the legislature that when he was 
chief minister, the Janata Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, had assured the 
Kerala government that the import of coconut oil or rubber would be decided 
upon only in consultation with the state government. Mrs Gandhi had ignored 
this assurance. 


Meanwhile, there is a feeling in ruling front circles that the Prime Minister 

is playing politics with Kerala's precious cash crops. The chief minister gave 
expression to this view when he said that the crops of Kerala and their problems 
should be above political considerations. That was why he had suggested an all- 
party deputation to the Prime Minister. 
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AID AGREEMENT SIGNED ON GANDHI SEYCHELLES VISIT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 pp 1, 9 
[Text] Victoria, (Seychelles), August 9 (UNI). 


Co-operation between India and Seychelles entered a new phase today with New 
Delhi willing to extend Rs. 7.5 crores of assistance to this tiny country of 
great strategic importance in the Indian Ocean. 


An agreement for a government-to-government credit of Rs. 2.5 crores for promoting 
low cost housing in Seychelles was signed today, soon after Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi arrived here. 


The remaining Rs. five crores would be given by the Industrial Development Bank 
of India for various projects. 


Details relating to this assistance are under negotiation. 


The credit terms were signed at the state house by Indian high commissioner for 
Seychelles, Mr. A. S. Gonsalves, and the principal secretary for planning of 
Seychelles, Mr. Robert Grandcourt. 


Earlier, Mrs. Gandhi, who flew into Seychelles international airport amid a 
slight drizzle after a five and a half hour flight from New Delhi, was greeted 
by Seychelles President France Albert Rene. 


The entire population of Victoria, capital of Seychelles, had turned up to 
welcome Mrs. Gandhi. Groups of men and women and children lined the 24-knm. 
route from the airport to the state house. 


Seychelles has a population of 62,000 and most of them are settled in the princi- 
pal island of Mahe, where the capital Victoria is situated. 


At the state house, Mrs. Gandhi held wide-ranging talks with Mr. Rene. Both agreed 
that the Indian Ocean should be kept as a zone of peace. 


The government-owned daily NATION hailed Indian commitment to the total libera- 
tion of colonial peoples in Africa. The paper said India to a great extent 
provided inspiration for movements for freedom against colonial domination. 
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After her talks with Mr. Rene, Mrs. Gandhi visited Port Launay national village 
youth service league. Later she left for Nairobi. 


Nairobi, (PTI): Prime Minister Indira Gandhi will deliver the key note address 
at the first United Nations conference on new and renewable sources of energy 
on Monday. 


In the agenda listed for the opening day of the twelve day conference, she will 
be the first prime minister to address a large gathering of experts and officials 
from all over the world. 


The prime ministers of Jamaica and Sweden and ministers in charge of foreign 
affairs and energy of some other countries are also expected to address the 
conference on the opening day. 


The conference is to identify and assess the technologies and programmes which 
appear to be most promising and to propose measures at national and international 
levels to overcome obstacles in their development. 


Before boarding Air-India's Boeing-707 “Annapurna” at New Delhi airport, Mrs. 
Gandhi told newsmen that she was going abroad at a difficult time for the country. 
"I am worried about the flood situation and so many other problems” she added. 


Mrs. Gandhi used an Air-India plane for the first time since the "Makalu" 
incident. She flew by an Indian Airlines Boeing-/37 on her visits to Switzerland, 
Kuwait and the UAE in May. 


Union ministers, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi and his wife, chief ministers of Punjab and 
Karnataka, MPs, defence services chiefs and a large number of her partymen were 
present at the airport to see off Mrs. Gandhi who is due to return here on 
August 13. 


Mrs. Maneka Gandhi and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's children, Rahul and Priyanka, are 
accompanying Mrs. Gandhi. The official party includes her principal secretary, 
Dr. P. C. Alexander, the information advisor, Mr. H. Y. Sharada Prasad and the 
special assistant, Mr. R. K. Dhawan. 


A party of 20 folk artistes from Gujarat, Rajasthan and Manipur also travelled 
by the same aircraft to perform in Nairobi. 
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PRESIDENT REDDY'S INDEPENDENCE DAY SPEECH REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Aug 81 p l 


[Excerpt] New Delhi, Aug. 14--In his Independence Day message to the nation, 
President Sanjiva Reddy spoke of the “frequent and violent manifestation of 
divisive forces™ and appealed to all sections of the people not to allow 
regional, linguistic, religious, caste and communal differences to gain an upper 
hand and to spread disorder resulting in loss of life. 


Speaking over All India Radio, the President made a passing reference to the 
events and developments around the country and reminded the people that it was 
their duty to be on guard and prepared "to meet any threat to our security.” 


No country, least of all a developing country like India, could achieve progress, 
except in a climate of peace. India had always desired friendly relations with 
its neighbours and had worked for the promotion of peace everywhere. 


Mr Reddy spoke at length of the rising prices of foodstuff and consumer goods 
causing concern to the Government. He thought that while imports might be 
resorted to, the ultimate long-term remedy was to increase production, both 
agricultural and industrial. 


He pointed out that large sums of money had been spent since Independence on 
many river valley projects and urged that all steps should be taken without 
delay to get the full benefit from this investment. 


In the field of industry the capacity already created with heavy financial out- 
lays was not being fully utilized. Difficulties which stood in the way of making 
full use of the installed capacity must be overcome, and supplies and services 
necessary for industrial production must be efficiently maintained. 


It was a matter of gratification that over the years there had been an increase 
in the output of foodgrain. The President was sure that given the necessary 
inputs and incentives, farmers would be able to increase further agricultural 
produce. 


But that was not enough, the President said, adding that the benefit of larger 
production should go to the consumer, who should have an assured supply of his 
requirements at reasonable prices. 


It was also his earnest hope, he added, tha: it would be possible to evolve a 
system that would ensure a remunerative price to the producer. 
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NATIONAL LEADERS CONCERNED OVER DIVISIVE FORCES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Aug 81 pp l, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, August 15 (PTI % UNI)--National leaders voiced their concern 
over the role of divisive forces, politicalisation of mass conversions and a 
spate of agitations on the occasion of the 34th anniversary of independence. 


Flag-hoisting ceremonies and parades, at which governors and chief ministers 
took the salute, prabhat pheries, cultural functions, sports meets and poetic 
symposia marked the celebrations in different parts of the country. 


The day was also marked by launching of welfare schemes, particularly in Punjab 
and Haryana. 


In New Delhi, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and other leaders appealed 
to the people for unity and for creating an atmosphere of peace and co-operation 
to help the country make rapid progress. 


The chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu cautioned 
people against divisive forces and anti-national elements, which were trying to 
sabotage the government's progressive policies and programmes. 


Concern over mass conversions and a determination to prevent the politicalisation 
of the issue was expressed by Mr. A. R. Antulay and Mr. M. G. Ramachandran. 


The Andhra Pradesh chief miaister, Mr. T. Anjiah, referred to the recent com- 
munal outbursts in Hyderabad, which, he said, were the handiwork of anti-national 
elements. The government had initiated a number of programmes for weaker sec- 
tions and minorities, he added. 


In West Bengal, the state health minister, Mr. Nani Bhattacharya, inaugurated a 
blood donation camp at the students’ health home in Calcutta, a large number of 
students donated blood. 


In Patna, the Bihar chief minister, Dr. Jagannath Mishra, asked the people to take 
a pledge for removing backwardness and strengthening the country's tutegrity. 
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In Imphal, the Manipur chief minister, Mr. Reishang Keishing, appealed to the 
"revolutioaary youths” to come overground as insurgency in the state hampered 
the implementation of the developmental schemes. 


The Tripura chief minister, Mr. Nripen Chakravorty, paying homage to the martyrs, 
called upon the people to remain vigilant against “the conspiracy of separatist 
and reactionary forces." 


In Punjab and Haryana, the day was marked by the launching of various welfare 
schemes including the “subsidy scheme" for consumers belonging to the "target 
group.” 


Hundreds of people visited the historic Jallianwalla Bagh in Amritsar and 
offered wreaths at the Shaheed memorial to pay homage to those who laid down 
their lives for the country's independence. 


The Jammu and Kashmir chief minister, Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, speaking in 
Srinagar, called upon the people to close their ranks in view of the arms build-up 
in the neighbouring countries. 


“Without overcoming internal dissensions, it was difficult to protect the coun- 
try’'s freedom," the Sheikh said. 


The Nagaland chief minister, Mr. J. P. Jasokie, called upon the Naga underground 
to renounce violence. 
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WORLD LEADERS SEND GREETINGS ON NATIONAL DAY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Many world leaders have greeted President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy on the 
occasion of the nation's 34th anniversary of independence, reports PTI. 


Soviet President L. I. Brezhnev in his message expressed the confidence that 
Indo-Soviet friendship and cooperation will continue to develop and strengthen 
for the benefit of peoples of the two countries in the name of safeguarding 
universal peace and international security. 


He said a firm foundation for the dynamically developing Indo-Soviet relations 
was laid by the Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation between the two 
countries whose 10th anniversary is being celebrated these days. 


Mr Brezhnev said the successes achieved by the Indian people in uplifting their 
economy, culture, science and technology had been noted with satisfaction in 
the Soviet Union. 


Pakistan President Gen Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq in a message expressed best wishes 
for the continued progress and prosperity of the people of India. 


He also extended warmest felicitations, on behalf of the people and Government 
of Pakistan and his own behalf on the occasion. 


Afghan President Babrak Karmal in his message expressed the conviction that 
traditional relations of friendship and mutual cooperation between Afghanistan 
and India will continuously develop and strengthen to the benefit of our peoples 
in the interest of maintaining peace and security in the region of Asia and in 
the world. 


Conveying sincerest fraternal congratulations from the Afghan people on the 
occasion, Mr Karmal expressed his best wishes for the further progress and wel- 
fare of the friendly people of India. 


Cuban President Fidel Castro in his message said the celebration of this day 

has given us the opportunity to reiterate our wish that relations between the two 
countries will be further strengthened and friendship between our peoples shall 
further deepen more each day. 
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He expressed happiness that India had made important progress since independence 
and said we are sure that you will work for the consolidation of this achieve- 
ment. 


Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile-Mariam in his message also expressed his 


confidence that relations between India and Ethiopia would continue to further 
develop and strengthen in the years to come. 
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COURT UPHOLDS COMMISSION'S VERDICT ON CONGRESS-I 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Aug 81 pp l, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 1%--The Supreme Court today dismissed *vo petitions 
challenging the Election Commission's verdict of July 23, 1981, declaring the 
Congress (I) the real “Indian National Congress.” 


A special leave petition was filed by the Congress (U) against the verdict of the 
Commission. The second, a writ petition, was filed under Article 32 of the Con- 
stitution by Mr Bhim Singh, leader of the Congress (U) Legislature Party in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly. 


A Division Bench comprising Mr Justice D. A. Desai and Mr Justice R. B. Mishra 
heard the submissions made by the three parties the whole day. An advocate 

who wanted to file an application for intervention on behalf of the Congress (U), 
claiming that the party of his client was the real Congress, was not given a 
hearing. 


The occasion for intervention would have arisen only if the petitions had been 
admitted. Mr Justice Desai, however, stated that the present status of the 
Congress (U) itself had not crystallized. At one point he told Mr V. M. 
Tarkunde, who appeared on behalf of the Congress (U) that by the time the hearing 
ends, he might not have a client to represent. 


Earlier, during the day Mr Tarkunde argued that the Election Commission had not 
followed the proper procedure in settling the issue. His main contention was 
that the Election Commission should have stuck to the date--January 2, 1978-- 
which it had itself chosen, to assess the strength of both groups to decide the 
issue of identity. It was on that date Mrs Gandhi had held the convention of the 
Congress men owing allegiance to her. The convention then led to the open split, 
while one faction became the Congress (U) and the one led by Mre Gandhi the 
Congress (1). 


Asked what relevant material was produced before the Election Commission by the 
Congress (I) to establish its claim as the real “Indian National Congress” 
under para 15 of the Election Symbol Order, 1968, Mr P. R. Mirdul, the Congress 
(I) counsel, said that a copy of the letter which Mrs Gandhi had written to the 
commission after the convention saying that she had been elected president of 
the Indian National Congress was one of the “most reliable document produced"-- 
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having been written by a person who had been the Prime Minister of the country 
for 1l years. 


Mr Mirdul argued that it was not a matter of legality or morality, it was a case 
based on facts that, subsequent to the split, the faction led by Mrs Gandhi, 
acquired majority in terms of membership and the seats won in elections to the 
State Assemblies and Parliament. He contended that the point raised by 

Mr Tarkunde that the Congress (U) had the majority of members of the original 
party on January 2, 1978, the day the split took place, was not tenable. The 
subsequent developments must be taken into account, he added. 


Mr Justice Desai observed that the issue as to which faction had the majority 
of original members, for the purpose of deciding the question of identity, must 
be examined over a period of time after the open split. The court, therefore, 
did not accept Mr Tarkunde’s contention that the date on which the convention 
was held should have been the decisive factor before the Election Comission 
as to which faction was the real representative of the original party. 


Mr Bhim Singh's contention that by “derecognizing” his party, something for 
which the commission was not empowered, had violated his fundamental rights 
under Article 19--carrying on of his political work through the recognized 
association was rejected by the court, without giving any specific reasons. 

By one stroke of the pen, he submitted, the commission had virtually ¢isbanded 
a 96-year-old political party. 
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CPI-M DENIES ATTITUDE TOWARD DELHI SOFTENING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Aug 81 p 9 


‘Text] West Bengal CPI ‘M) leaders describe as baseless the charge against 
their party that is sof<-aing in its attitude towards the Centre. As decided 
earlier, they point out the whole of August is being spent in exposing “the 
hollowness™ of the Central Covernment'’s policies while September will be a month 
of agitations culminating in a day's general strike. 


At the same time, they give the impression that the Centre is yet to make up its 
mind on dislodging the Left Front Government despite periodic “harsh” statements 
by the Prime Minister on West Bengal. They even indirectly admit that whatever 
may be the experience of the past, the present constraints may dissuade the 
Centre from toppling the State Government at this stage. 


Apart from the infighting within the State Congress(I), the national and inter- 
national situation is not so favourable for such action as some of Mrs Gandhi's 
followers in West Bengal think. Internationally, when the Centre is trying to 
strengthen and improve its relations with both the Soviet Union and China, it 
will have to think twice before toppling a Left Front Government. 


Secondly, they argue, it is difficult to fight a battle on two fronts; against 
the Left and the Right reaction. The recent widespread communal incidents bear 
testimony of the growing activities of the reactionaries. Moreover, in Assam 
the divisive forces are continuing their agitation. 


They point out that it will be wrong to think that the party by not making a 
campaign on the Governor issue is showing its softness towards the Centre. The 
party's State Committee develops its strategy and tactics by reviewing the 
polit.cal situation at an interval of two or three months. Unlike non-Marxist 
parties the CPI(M) does not change its strategy after every political develop- 
ment. 
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PARTY SPOKESMEN DISCUSS MONSOON SESSION ISSUES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Aug 81 pp 1, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, August 16 (UNI)--On the eve of the monsoon session of parlia- 
ment, the government and the opposition appear all set for a confrontation on 
the controversial essential services maintenance ordinance, promulgated last 
month. 


This was obvious from the tone and tenor of the speeches made by the spokesman 
for the two sides at the first-ever tele-symposium here today on “issues before 
parliament.” 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi too thinks that the coming session will be a 
“stormy” one. In her customary session-eve speech to the Congress (1) parlia- 
mentary party, she accused the opposition of going out of the way to exploit 
the situation arising out of price-hike, about which her government was equally 
concerned. 


At their meeting in the evening, leaders of the major communist and non- 
communist groups agreed on having floor co-ordination to mount a united attack 
on the government policies. 


Cutting across party lines, the opposition stalwarts branded the ordinance as a 
“renewed attack” on the working class, while two senior ministers--Mr. A. P. 
Sharma and Mr. C. M. Stephen--equally vehemently justified the measure saying 
that it was necessary for fighting inflation and high prices. 


The minister for parliamentary affairs, Mr. Bhishma Narain Singh, acknowledged 
that the ordinance was controversial in the eyes of the opposition though his 
party did not share this view. But that was only one of the ten ordinances 
listed in the session's agenda, he added. 


The minister for information and broadcasting, Mr. Vasant Sathe, conducted the 
hour-long proceedings. The Communist Party of India (Marxist), the major 
opposition group, was conspicuous by its absence. 


Mr. Inderjit Gupta and Mrs. Gita Mukherjee (both CPI), Mr. Madhu Dandavate 
(Janata), Mr. Satish Agarwal (BJP), and Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan (LD) listed the 
issues of public importance they would raise in the session beginning tomorrow. 
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Besides the essential services ordinance, these included price-hike, arming of 
Pakistan and the U.S. decision to go in for neutron bomb, railway accidents 
and atrocities against Harijans and women. 


The Communist Party of inuia struck a different note on the issue of conversion. 
The CPI would not like to highlight this problem lest it should generate social 
tensions. 


Mrs. Roda Mistry and Mr. Eduardo Faleiro, who represented the Congress (1) 
parliamentary party, pleaded with the oppo::ition against adopting the tactics of 
“opposition just for the sake of it” and wanted it "to look all the issues in 
their wider perspective." 


The government asserted that it would not tolerate disruption oi essential 
services or slowing down of proauction. 


Mr. A.P. Sharma drew attention io the inconvenience caused to the people by the 


recent locomen strike and work stoppages in public sector undertakings in 
Bangalore. 


Mr. Sharma, himself a prominent trade union leader, said "the government cannot 
be a silent spectator to the stopping of the wheels of production.” 


Mr. C. M. Stephen defended the controversial ordinance and said the basic issue 
that the government would pose before parliament and the people was: Should 
production be stopped or stepped up? 


The ordinance was criticised severely by the opposition leaders taking part in 
the programme. 


— 


stephen spelt out the three-pronged strategy to hold the price-line. It 
envisaged the building up of buffer stock, legislation to deal firmly with 
hoarders and profiteers and massive expansion of the existing network of fair 
price shops in the country. 


Mrs. Mukherjee, who was the first to hold the floor, referred to the pressing 
issues the opposition would like to raise during the monsoon session of parlia- 
ment. 


rrice Kise 


Mr. Paswan wanie! the government to quantify the particular level--explained by 
finance minister, Mr. Venkataraman--Seyond which it would not allow the prices 
t : xO up ‘ 


The Lok Dal leader was critical of the government's decision to import food- 
gra‘-s arid its decision to secure IMF loans “at the cost of country's seif- 


respect, and current wave of conversions following "its failure to provide 
justice and a sense of security to Harijians." 





He acrused Mrs. Indira Gandhi of acting, “more like inspector general of police, 
throwing to winds healthy democratic norms.” In support, he quoted recent ouster 
of governors. 


Mr. Satish Agarwal shared Mr. Paswan's concer at India seeking IMF loan and 
apprehended that it might be granted with the pre-condition that India would 
"devalue" the rupee. This should not be accepted. 


Some of the other issues that worried the BJP leader were: governance by ordi- 
nance, floods, and large-scale religious conversions. 


Mrs. Roda Mistry (Congress-I) pleaded with the opposition against criticising 

the government on each and every issue. However, she was one with the opposition 
in voicing concern over large-scale conversions. "There could be individual 
conversions but one must go behind the cause for the recent wave of conversions,” 
she added. 


Mr. Faleiro wanted the opposition to look at the economic situation in its global 
perspective. If there was price rise in the U.S., the USSR too suffered acute 
shortage and had to import foodgrains from India. 


The Congress (1) leader characterised the induction of F-16 aircraft into the 
region by U.S. as "a serious threat” to the Indian sub-continent. 


Mr. Indrajit Gupta (CPI) expressed concern about the “dangerous erosion" in the 
healthy parliamentary traditions and conventions scrupulously followed by late 
Pandit Nehru. 


The CPI leader decried the government tendency of confronting parliament on the 
eve of its session with ordinances and notifications. 


At a time when the military dictatorship in Pakistan was posing a threat, 
obviously backed by one of the super powers, the government should not have 
risked confrontation with the working class. The essential services maintenance 
ordinance was not the way to get the co-operation of the working classes. 


Mr. Gupta thought that the problem of large-scale conversion had to be dealt 
with outside parliament. 


Mr. Madhu Dandavate said the most important issue that should be discussed was 
whether parliament was a live institution to which the cabinet was accountable. 


Referring to the controversy over the form of government, he said the issue 
should be debated thoroughly. Although the prime minister had repeatedly said 
that there was no such move, "a no from a woman meant yes at times," Nr. 
Dandavate remarked. 


Mr. Dandavate said the "anti-democratic essential services ordinance had to be 
fought not only on the floor of parliament, but also in fields and factories 
outside. The fate of this ordinance would be similar to that of the emergency 
ordinance.” 





He also questioned the propriety of the law minister sending letters to chief 
ministers asking them to secure the consent of judges for transfer. 


Mr. Stephen welcomed the opposition move to raise these issues so that the 
government could explain the true position and assure the people that things 
were moving in the right direction. 


Referring to the atrocities on Harijans, Mr. Stephen said hardly anything was 
done by the previous government about the Belchi incident whereas at Pipra about 
60 people were sentenced to life imprisonment as a result of the quick action 
taken by the government. 


Concluding the discussion, Mr. Sathe appealed to all parties to ensure that any 
criticism of the government and its policies did not weaken the nation at this 
critical juncture. 


The tele-symposium missed a seasoned parliamentarian who would have dominated 
the show, the CPI leader, Mr. Bhupesh Gupta. 


Before the progranme began, moderator, Mr. Vasant Sathe, paid homage to this 


veteran CPI leader who had been a member of the Rajya Sabha ever since its 
inception in 1952. 
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INDIA 


REPORT ON ANDHRA PRADESH PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Aug 81 p 2 


[Excerpt] The results of elections to 81 municipalities in the State last Sunday 
were interesting. While the ruling party was said to have benefited by Opposi- 
tion disunity in the Assembly and Parliament elections, the Congress (I) won a 
majority of seats despite its disunity and apparent Opposition unity in the 
municipal poll. 


Mr. Mullapudi Harichandra Prasad and Mr. M. S. Shivanna, industrialists, 

achieved remarkable victories in Tanuku and Yemmiganur respectively. A full page 
advertisement issued by Sardar Veera Raju was published in Telugu newspapers 

(his group had scored a thumping victory at Mandapeta, in East Godavari district), 
"thanking voters for defeating the Minister, Mr. S. Venkata Reddi's candidates”. 


A disquieting feature was that some candidates against whom police cases are 
pending for cheating, triumphed in the elections. Most of those elected were 
newcomers; 21 of the 28 elected in Bapatla were new faces. 


Majlis, BJP Showing 


The only two Opposition parties that put up a good performance were the Majlis 
Ittehadul Muslimeen and the Bharatiya Janata Party. The two parties appear to 
have benefited by a certain type of polarisation in towns witnessing communal 
clashes. 


The Majlis, which was confined almost entirely to the old city areas in 
Hyderabad city, captured six seats in Nizamabad, four in Adoni, three in Bodhan, 
two each in Nalgonda, Nirmal and Kagaz Nagar and one each in Mahbubnagar and 
Adilabad. 


BJP contested 700 seats and won 1/70 and hopes to get its nominees elected as 
chairmen in Samalkot and Narayanpet municipalities. It fought on its own, 
because it was excluded from the citizens fronts formed by Opposition parties 
and some Congress (I) groups. 


Mr. Gulam Ghouse Khan, general secretary of the Majlis, however says that the 
rarty profited by infighting in the ruling party. It did not campaign, because 
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all its three MLAs were detained under the National Security Act in Hyderabad 
since July 14 and Mr. Ghouse Khan was arrested when he attempted to address a 
meeting at Nizamabad. 


Mr. V. Rama Rao, BJP MLC, rejected the view that his party had gained by con- 
munal clashes. If that was the case, BJP ought to have claimed many more seats 
in several towns. He felt that money power played a key role in the municipal 
elections. 


Out of 81 municipalities, Congress (I) had obtained a clear majority in 6l towns 
and hoped to get its nominees elected as chairmex in all but three municipalities. 
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INDIA 


INCREASE IN BANGLADESH INFILTRATORS REPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Aug 81 p 3 


[Text] According to recent reports from Purmea district in North Bihar bordering 
Nepal and Bangladesh, the pace of infiltration of Bangladesh nationals into 
Purnea and adjoining Katihar district has assumed alarming proportions. 


It is estimated that during the last decade, about four lakh Bangladesh infil- 
trators have settled down in Purnea and Katihar. 


According to official sources, the population of Purnea district has sweiled 
from 22 lakhs in 1971 to 36 lakhs in 1981. YF (dently the Bhatiyas, a Muslim 
tribe from Bangladesh, have contributed substantially to the population density 
in the district. 


The largest concentration is in the half a dozen panchayats of Kishenganj sub- 
division of Purnea district which till a decade ago were sparsely populated. The 
infiltrators enjoy the supp*rt of the local populace including influential poli- 
ticians. Two years ago, the district administration took some of the infiltrators 
into custody but the administration now finds it difficult to take any action 
against infiltrators whose number has grown very large. It is feared that if 
action is launched against infiltrators, they would start an agitation with the 
support of the local people. 


According to informed sources, the infiltrators with the active support of the 
local citizens hws formed a nucleus of their own in Kishenganj sub-divisional 
town. The nucleus issues secret directives to the new-comers for choosing places 
for settling down and helps actively in their rehabilitation. 


In the recent census, the infiltrators declared Urdu as their first and Arabic 
as their second language while the truth is that they know neither of the two 
languages, their mother-tongue being a Bangladech dialect. 


According to informed sources, the infiltrators cross the international border 
into Indian territory, sometimes making a detour via Nepalese territory, erect 
huts overnight and freely mix with the local population. 


The intiltrators are mainly Bhatiyas, originally Rajbanshi Hindu tribals who were 
converted to Muslim faith after they settled down in Bangladesh. They are said 








to be a landless criminal tribe whose main profession is stealing cattle, looting 
Standing crops and smuggling leather through Nepal. 


The Bhatiyas began settling down in the barren areas of Purmea district, occupied 
Government fallow lands and started farming therein. They fled from Bangladesh 
for fear of reprisals by the Bangladesh Government as they had helped the 
Pakistanis during the Bangladesh war of 1971. 


The largest concentration of the Bhatiyas is in the Dighal Bank area of 

Kishengan; sub-division, particularly in Singhimari panchayat. In Raipur 

panchayat of Pothiya block and Beswa and Kolha Banwari panchayats of Kishengan/} 
l 


clock several Bhativa villages have come up recently. 


The infiltrators have settled down in large numbers in all the five blocks of 
‘ sub-division namely Kishenganj, Pothiya, Thakurganj, 8hadurganj anc 


Bhatiya villages have also come up in Azamanagar and Manihari blocks of Katihar 


The local people are of the view that the infiltrators are financed by foreign 


powers. 


In 1971-72, the district intelligence had reported to the State Government about 
the large-scale infiltration of Bangladesh nations into Purnea and Katihar dis- 
tricts. Some communal organisations of Kishenganj sub-division played a signifi- 


cant role in the rehabilitation of the infiltrators. But nothing was done to 
tem the entry of infiltrate rs into these sensitive border districts. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF NEW PUNJAB GOVERNOR 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Aug 81 p 16 


{Text] Im the Fifties, when Chandigarh, the capital of the new Punjab was taking 
shape, the elite took time to get used to its architectural innovations. The 
wife of the Governor, who wanted some changes to be made in a part of the Raj 
Bhavan was politely told by the noted French town planner, Mr. Jemeret: “Madam, 
Governors are temporary, buildings permanent." 


The soil of Chandigarh has been kind te Governors--though a Union Territory, this 
modern city is now the abode of two Governors, of Punjab and Haryana. With an 
odd exception, their stay has not been temporary and they had no difficulty in 
completing their terms, despite the changes at the Centre. Will this tradition 
be maintained? 


Will Punjab's new Governor, Mr. Aminuddin Ahmed Khan, transferred to Chandigarh 
from simla, have a full five-year tenure or will he spend only the balance of his 
Himachal term due to expire later th‘s year? And will the tenant next door, the 
Haryana Governor, Mr. B. D. Tapase--a Janata appointee who was moved from UP last 
year--be allowed to remain undisturbed? 


As in Simla, Mr. Aminuddin Ahmed Khan is unlikely to face any challenges in 
Punjab, a comforting thought to this scion of a princely family. At 70, he 
could look forward to enough leisure to enable him to attend to his favourite 
pursuits and patronise art, culture and poetry. The Darbara Singh Ministry is 
on a safe wicket and is unlikely to pose any problem to hin. 


Aristocratic by temperament, Mr. Khan enjoys the gubernatorial post. The 
turmoils and tumults of politics-~-in Rajasthan where he practised the art--are 
well past him. Yorgotten is the humiliation of the defeat in his first attempt 
to get into the State Assembly in 1962, through a Jaipur city constituency, at 
the hands of Mr. Satish Aggarwal, who later became a Minister of State for 
Finance in the Janata Government and now heads the Public Accounts Committee of 
Parliavent. 


Gone are the problems in the wake of his 1967 victory and induction in the 
Sukhadia Cabinet, because cf the persistent attacks by the opposition. Also 
past are the other uncertainties--the lack of equation with the successor of 
Mr. Mohanlal Sukhadia, Mr. Barkatullah Khan, the latter's action in depriving 
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Mr. Khan of his lucky constituency in Alwar district and offering him not a berth 
in the Cabinet but chairmanship of the Agro-Industries Corporation. 


Mr. Khan is the former Nawab of Lauharu, a small principality in Haryana, near 
Pilani on the border of Rajasthan. He found the happenings in the State before 
and after independence 2 political liability subsequently. Though a Congress 
member, he was openly opposed by the leading lights of the party notably Jai 
Narain Vyas who, umder Nehru, was the secretary of the All-India States" Peoples 
Conference. He was related to the former President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. An 
affable temperament, social graces, and pleasant manners are his plus points. 


But for Chandulal Trivedi, formerly of the ICS, who was in Punjab at the crucial 
post-partition period, Punjab has had politicians as Governors--Mr. C. P. Singh, 
¥. V. Gadgil, Pattom Thanu Pillai, Hafiz Mohammed Ibrahim, Mr. M. M. Chaudhury 
and Mr. Jaisuklal Hathi. Each of them imparted a distinctive flavour to the 
picturesque Raj Bhavan at Chandigarh. It is in for another change now. 
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BACKGROUND OF HIMACHAL PRADESH GOVERNOR GIVEN 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Aug 81 p 16 


[Text] Succeeding Mr. Khan in the salubrious Himalayan abode of Simla is 

Mr. A. N. Banerjee, who lays no claim to aristocratic ancestry. te will be 64 
years of age in December and is the second person from the Indian Administrative 
service to be named Governor. 


For those who belonged to what was half-mockingly called the steel frame, the ICS, 
the height of their ambition was gubernatorial although only a few made the grade. 
Himachal Pradesh's new Governor has litei«'ly come up the steel ladder, having 
spent a major portion of his career in the public sector industry as one of its 
notable executives. 


A major in the army, Mr. Banerjee was a special recruit to the IAS, 1947 batch. 
Belonging to the West Bengal cadre, he was assigned the job of Deputy General 
Manager of the Durgapur plant in 1956. Iron and Steel Controller in 1961, he 
went as General Manager of the Rourkela plant in 1964, earning kudos for setting 
right the affairs of the Orissa factory which had been bedevilled by contro- 
versies involving the West Germans and strictly ‘indigenous labour problems. 


As Deputy Chairman of Hindustan Steel Limited from 1967, he had also to manage 
the Durgapur and Rourkela plants which were headless for some time. Denied the 
chairmanship of HSL, he worked as head of the Bureau of Public Enterprises 
between March 1969 and December 1972, when he became Secretary to the Department 
of Industrial Development. 


Retiring as Secretary to Works and Housing, Mr. Banerjee had a stint as Adviser 
in Gujarat before being brought back to chair the Public Enterprises Selection 
Board. 


In February 1977 he was named Chairman of the Banking Services Commission but it 
was abolished by the Janata Government in September that year. Briefly last year 
he was again Adviser during President's Rule in Maharashtra. 


A student of physics and chemistry, he had also acquired a law degree which came 
in handy tor leisurely practice in the Supreme Court in the days of retirement. 
From the upper middle class life of a recluse in South Delhi's Greater Kailash, 
Mr. Banerjee moves up to cooler climes in what was once undivided India's summer 
capital. 


CSO: 4220/7567 
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UNSCRUPULOUS POLITICIANS EXPLOIT KHALISTAN DEMAND 
Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Aug 81 p 8 
[Article by K. K. Katyal] 


[Text] The 1,000 odd siapletons who were taken for a Khalistan ride to Canada 
by foreign travel racketeers are a disillusioned, dejected lot now. Deprived in 
some cases of their life-time savings, they are awaiting repatriation to India, 
without as much as a glimpse of the promised pasteurs new. 


The unscrupulous travel agents, who sponsored their trip will undoubtedly find 

it hard to escape the arm of the law. This tribe mushroomed in Punjab in the 
last decade or so and has many innovations to its credit for cashing in on the 
widespread craze, particularly among skilled and semi-skilled workers, for migra- 
tion to the West for lucrative jobs. 


Old devices like forging passports were no longer valid. The rackete@gs hit upon 
a bright new idea--they took job-seekers out of India to their destinapions and 
had them declared political refugees who faced persecution in their country for 
supporting Khalistan, an independent State for the Khalsa or the Sikhs Inter- 
national conventions were invoked to seek political asylum for the immigrants and 
among the documents relied upon were the letters or the “passports” iss§ed by one 
Dr. Jagjit Singh, in the name of the “Government of Khalistan.” 


This political adventurist, a small town medical practitioner of Hoshiarpur dis- 
trict who for a while became a Minister in a minority Government in Punjab, was at 
a loose end later. During the Bangladesh struggle period he earned notoriety by 
appearing on Pakistan television for anti-India tirades. 


Canada Sees Through the Game 


The device worked for a while in West Germany and Canada. The Canadian Government 
now has seen through the real game--that the “Government of Khalistan” was the 
brain-child of a frustrated politician who found the going tough in his country 
and prompted by considerations of personal profit tried his luck abroad and suc- 
ceeded in befooling the credulous among the Sikhs, including some of those who 

had already settled in other parts of the world. This category was made to part 
with large amounts to finance the struggle for the “cause” while the money 











charged from the prospective immigrants was shared by the travel agents and the 
"Government of Khalistan” that is, Dr. Jagjit Singh or his under-study. 


If travel agents used “Khalistan” for immediate cash gains, a section of the 
\kalis employed it for political dividerds. As is known, there are two Akali 
Dals now--one headed by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal and with the former Punjab 
Chief Minister, Mr. Prakash Singh Badal as a leadirg light, and the other by 

Mr. Jasdev Singh Talwandi who was President of the undivided party but when 
forced to vacate the post after a factional quarrel, formed a separate organisa- 
tion. 


Now Mr. Talwandi's problem is to establish the credentials of his party as the 
real Akali Dal and the Sant-Badal combine’s job is to deny this advantage to 
their former colleague and at the same time work for recapturing the lost 
governmental power. “Khalistan” is subtly used by both to achieve their respec- 
tive ends. Subtle, because none of them owns it openly as part of its creed and 
yet mone of the two resists the temptation of benefiting from whatever appeal it 
might have to the Sikh masses. (Catchy slogans, after all, could be made appeal- 
ing through systematic misrepresentation and exploitation of grievances both 
genuine and not so genuine.) 


Devious Methods 


The Khalistan idea was also sought to be fostered through indirect devious 
methods, by espousing the idea that the “Sikhs are a nation.” [Even if one were 
to ignore the surreptitious way a Washington-based American national, Mr. Ganga 
Singh Dhillon, sought to make use of the Sikh Educational Conference, a wing of 
the Chief Khalsa Diwan, by no means an anti-Government body, in Chandigarh in 
March for promoting separatist ideals, there is the fact of the Talwandi group 
organising a big congregation at Anandpur Sahib, one of the important Sikh 
pilgrimage centres near Nangal in April, to adopt the Sikhs-are-a-Nation resolu- 
tion, and the SCPC (a body entrusted with the task of administering Sikh shrines), 
soon after adopting a similar resolution, using ‘dentical idioms. 


The Sikhs on the whole are better off than any other community and, by dint of 
hard work and enterprise, have carved out an important place for themselves not 
only in Punjab but also in other parts of India. There are no economic factors 
therefore to feed their grievances in general, or the demand for Khalistan, in 
particular This is essentially an emotional slogan and is made to rest on 
visions of che revival of the Sikh rule in Punjab. The fact that the Sikhs have 
predominance in the border area, makes it easy for a not-so-friendly neighbour 
to encourage separatist trends among then. 


“How strong is the demand for Khalistan?"--this was one of the queries often 
addressed to this writer, during a recent visit to Pakistan. There was no mis- 
taking the interest in che subject at different levels in that country. All this 
adds up to the need for vigilance by New Delhi and without getting alarmist, for 
not minimising the mischief potential of what, after all, is a catchy slogan. 
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sre effective than the return of the disillusioned lot from 
ing the appeal to the Khalistan demand. It would be a vivid, 
the hollowness of the whole affair--and of the fact that 
iticians like unscrupulous travel agents have sought to exploit 
Or narrow personal ends. It would expose the zaythical character of 
tan and thus serve to demolish the image that had been assiduously built 
votaries. 


e Canadian fiasco is a chance development and there is no reason for the 


tes among the Sikhs, the opponents of Khalistan, in the Congress (1) or 


ere to crow it over. What have they done to reach the masses and put the 


thing in a proper perspective? To hold a conference of “intelligentsia” 


tive-star hotel in New Delhi’ Even this exercise could have been more 
tive had the participants not used the same idiom, as employed by the 


, to highlight the “grievances of the Sikhs that detracted from the sig- 
nee of their opposition to the Khalistan demand. 

it were the grievances That heavy industry has not been located in 

, that Chandigarh has not been made part of the State, that the Punjabi- 
ne areas of Rajasthan and Haryana had not been included in it. 


places in the country--the Maharashtra-Karnataka dispute over Belgaum is 
sic example--inter-State boundary disputes and complaints over the location 
jects exercise the mind of the people. Such grievances are not exclusive 
jab but this is not the impression that was conveyed by those who, while 


ing Khalistan, spoke of the injustice to tne region. 


sk of the moderates is not difficult, for they have some very cogent 
its to support their case. They can pay the Akali extremists back in 
Sin. To the Akalis, religion and politics are inseparable and the 


pur Sahid resolution of the undivided Axkali Dal, by which both the groups 


ir, committed them to “maintaining the feeling of a separate independent 
of the Sikh Panth and creation of an environment in which the naticnal 
»f the Sikhs can be full and svtisfactory.” The talk of Khalistan 
implied to have the sanction of the religion. 
it, as pointed out by Prof. Harbans Singh, a Punjabi scholar in a well 
wed analytical study of the Khalistan demand, is not correct. The Sikh 


a rding to him, did not think in terms of even the Punjab of those days 
was much bigger than the present truncated State but had the whole of 

in mind. To begin with the beginning, that is, with Guru Nanak 500 years 

ls is “Bani”, Nanak left no doubt that he regarded himself as a citizen 
justan and referring to Babar’s attack, expressed concern over the external 
sion on tle country as a whole, not merely Puniab. 








*Panj Piaras’ 


In His “comlaint™ to him, Nanak spoke of the tyranny that had befallen the coun- 
try (mot one part of it) without evoking His mercy. Similarly, the “Panj Piaras” 
or the Beloved Five, who were first initiated in the Khals: ‘2ld, by Guru Govind 
Singh, the Tenth Guru, while creating the Khalsa Panth, belonged tc all regions 

and all castes--only one of them was from Punjab (Lahore), and, among the others, 
one was from Bidar (Karnataka), one from Jagannath Puri (Orissa), one from Dwarka 
(Gujarat) and one from Delhi. Similarly the four seats of Sikh religious authority, 
established by Guru Govind Singh were located in various parts of the country. 

The Gurus, it was clear, did not identify the Sikhs with Punjab. 


So much for the historical and religious aspect. Politically, the Sikhs fully 
identified themselves with the freedom struggle and, at the time of the parti- 
tion, spurned the bait of a separate homeland. 


The advocates of Khalistan deliberately keep the demand vague, knowing fully well 
that any attempt to define it would boomerang on them. As Prof. Harbans Singh 
concludes, after examining it from various angles, Khalistan "is spiritually 
unholy, politically unsound, economically not viable, commercially bankrupt, 
industrially weak, geographically precarious, and, from the security point of 
view, an insecure, defenceless area.” 


The case against Khalistan is not weak. It needs strong exponents. 


88 








INDIA 


EDITORIAL URGES BETTER PROTECTION OF HARIJANS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Aug 81 p 8 
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[Editorial: Eradicating Caste Tensions"™] 


[Text] The decision to enlarge the scope of the committee on communal harmony 
set up by the National Integration Council so as to cover caste tensions is to be 
welcomed. The Council itself was reactivated after a lapse of several years in 
the wake of the increasing communal incidents in the hope that an institutional 
set-up of this nature will spread the message of national unity in a truly 
methodical and sustained manner. The task is not easy of fulfilment given the 
deep roots communalism has taken, but there can be no gainsaying the importance 
of sustained effort to achieve cohesion. Consisting as it does of prominent 
personalities of all religions and faiths and representatives of various polit- 
ical parties besides Chief Ministers of States, the Integration Council does 

give the impression of being a well-structured body capable of delivering the 
goods. In practice, however, the Council has not been taking its work as seri- 
ously as it ought to. One problem, often cited, is its unwieldy size. Pre- 
cisely for this reason, the Council had set up several committees to deal with 
different aspects of integration, but even these smaller bodies seldom seem to 
meet with the result that they have not made the desired impact. Maybe the 
current convulsions through which the Harijans are passing have put a fresh sense 
of urgency in the minds of the architects of the Council to induce the main 
committee on communal harmony to deal with this aspect as well. 


What is needed is a protective armour for the weaker sections so that they might 
feel absolutely secure in the pursuit of their daily avocations. The incidents 
that took place in Bihar and in a few other States are a grim reminder that a 
great deal has to be done to instil confidence in the minds of the Harijans that 
they are regarded as much a part of the mainstream of national life as any others. 
The national committee has, therefore, to go about its work with a sense of dedi- 
cation. The recent judgment in the Pipra carnage case in which 14 Harijans were 
done to death in a Bihar village clearly revealed that the whole crime was “"pre- 
planned, brutal, heinous and ruthless." Such outrages are by no means few but 
here again remedial action seems to be slow. It has taken 16 months for the 

case to be determined in a lower court, though Mr. Zail Singh, Union Home 
Minister, had held out the assurance soon after the killings that there would be 
speedy investigation and quick trial. The national committee should also take 
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a close look at the position of the Harijans in sensitive areas and make an 
assessment as to how far the well-intentioned measures under the Protection of 
Civil Rights Act with all its rigorous punitive clauses, meant to effectively 
curb untouchability, are being made use of. Such a survey if done periodically 
is bound to bring to sharp focus the disabilities and humiliating conditions in 
which they live, which in tur will facilitate the adoption of quick corrective 
measures. The recent phenomenon of mass conversion of Harijans to Islam in 

Tamil Nadu needs to be carefully gone into if only to find out to what extent it 
is the result of harassment by the so-called dominant castes. Change of religion 
is no doubt one’s own business and an exercise of the fundamental rights guaran- 
teed in the Constitution. But when it results not from genuine conviction but is 
brought about by oppression by other castes or the lure of money as has been 
alleged, the community cannot afford to ignore it. 


CSO: 4220/7572 


90 





INDIA 


BJP MEETING PLANS MONSOON SESSION STAND 
Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 16--The BJP will indict the Government during the monsoon 
session of Parliament on three main issues--Ordinance banning strikes in essential 
services, price rise and complaints of abuse of power, rigging, etc. in the 

recent by-elections. 


This was decided by the party at its meeting here today under the presidentship 
of Mr. L. K. Advani. 


The spate of railway accidents and the mass conversion of Harijans to Islam will 
also be raised. 


The BJP expressed the view that the conversion of an individual to another faith 
was an act of conscience and upheld by the Constitution. But the conversions en 
masse that were taking place had grave political ramifications. 


"There are elements in the country, and outside, who are behind these conversions 
and who want to change the demographic complexion of India and make it a theo- 
cratic State. These mass conversions thus pose a threat to the secular character 
of our Constitution. Foreign money has been playing a vicious role in this", 

the party said. 


While the BJP would call for stringent measures to check the flow of foreign 
money into the country, it felt that leaders of Hindu society must declare an 
all-out war against untouchability and casteism, and ensure that Harijans 
acquired an honoured place in society. 


The party's chief whip, Mr. Satish Agarwal, indicated the line of BJP's attack 
on the Government in a statement on the price situation. 


He said that "in 20 months the average citizen has seen a price rise, which he 
would have never experienced before." This week the wholesale price index had 
reached 286.6--60 points ahead of what it was when Mr. Venkataraman took over, 
just 19 months ago. 


"No Finance Minister has ever been able to match this feat of 60 points in 19 
months," Mr. Agarwal said, adding that though "this Government is still brave in 
words, its inability to deliver the goods has been proved." 


CSO: 4220/7572? 
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JANATA EXECUTIVE ADOPTS FOREIGN POLICY RESOLUTION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Hyderabad, Aug 14--The national executive of the Janata Party has accused 
the Union Government of deliberately trying to create a war psychosis in the coun- 
try instead of taking initiative for a dialogue with other countries in the sub- 
continent. 


In a resolution on the intemational situation and foreign policy adopted on the 
concluding day of the two-day meet today the executive, however, welcomed the 
resumption of dialogue with China and hoped that the momentum generated by the 
Chinese Foreign Minister's visit to this country would be maintained. 


Releasing the resolution to newsmen party general secretary Ramakrishna Hegde 
described the recent visit of External Affairs Minister Narasimha Rao to Pakistan 
as "singularly motivated to appease and win over a section of the electorate on 
the eve of the recent by-elections." 


With this motivation, Mr Hegde said, the External Affairs Minister “conceded to 
Pakistan the right to secure sophisticated weaponry for its defence purpose." 


The resolution expressed deep concern at the escalation of tension in the South 
Asian region and the continuing deterioration in its security environments which 
“the diplomacy of the present Government has failed to arrest or reverse." 


The acquisition of sophisticated weaponry including F-l6s by Pakistan should 


inevitably force a re-assessment of our defence requirements and the requisite 
counter measures, it added. 


The executive condemned the rascist violence in United Kingdom and also deplored 
the decision of the US Government to manufacture, test and stockpile neutron 
bombs as a crime against humanity. 


On the economic scene, the executive felt the Government's recent package plan 
and its decision to approach the International Monetary Fund for the massive 
loan of 4.5 billion dollars would further accelerate inflationary pressures on 
the economy and weaken the nation’s resolve to achieve self-reliance. 


"All in all, the economic situation is grim and steadily worsening, and, given 
the present policies the chances of reversing this trend appear slim," the reso- 
lution on the economic situation said. 


CSO: 4220/7563 
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CONDITIONS OF MUSLIMS IN INDIA DISCUSSED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 74, 11-17 Jul 81 pp 74-75 


_Interview with Mawlana Muhammad Yusuf, Head of the Islamic Community of 
India by Najwa al-Tami; date and place not specified: "Head of Indian 
Islamic Community Says, ‘Islam Came into India More Than 1,200 Years Ago; 
the Charging of Interest for Lending Money Was Prohibited at the Last Con- 
ference We Held’ "| 


(Text } The Republic of India is made up of 16 provinces, and its area 
exceeds 3 million square kilometers. The 1971 census indicated that it had 
a population of 550 million persons. It is this large numerical abundance 
that makes some people prefer to call India the Indian subcontinent because 
it does in fact resemble a subcontinent and is made up of numerous nations, 
groups and tribes whose language, religion, race and origin vary. Despite 
that and although the principal religion in India is Hinduism, Islam has 
high standing in India where Muslims make up a force that cannot be 
ignored. They make up 11 percent of the total population. 


Muslims in India are incorporated under the banner of the Islamic Community 
which is the highest association uniting the Muslims throughout the huge 
subcontinent. In fact, its activity extends beyond India for the exchange 
of benefits and important religious communication with Muslims throughout 
the world. In a quick tour to visit Muslims in the United States and in 
Canada, Mawlana Muhammad Yusuf, the head of the Islamic Community delivered 
a lecture on “Human Rights from the Islamic Point of View."' He also went to 
London to visit Muslims there, and from there he went to the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia to perform the minor pilgrimage. Finally, he flew to Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates to meet his fellow Indian Muslims there and to get 
acquainted with other fellow Arab Muslims. 


In the context of this broad touc AL=-MAJALLAH had an opportunity to inter- 
view his eminence about the nature of that tour and about Islam and Muslims 
in India. The chief of the Islamic Community in India began his talk by 
emphasizing the important place Islam has in Indian history. 


He said, "God showed the Muslims of India the road to salvation a long 

time ago--as far back as the 8th century A.D.--when Muslims were able to 
conquer the land beyond the Indus River. Since then trade relations between 
India and the Arab and Islamic countries have not ceased. Bonds with the 
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Islamic culture and religion were also strengthened in our country. This 
remained the case for the duration of the Abbasid Caliphate. The Turkish 
Sultan Muhammad al-Chaznawi continued the task of spreading Islam in north 
India in the 12th century. He fought 20 battles in about 25 years until he 
succeeded in establishing a small kingdom in the Punjab. However, that 
kingdom did not last long. These invasions provided an opportunity tor the 
instructions and the principles of the old Indian culture to mix with those 
of the Islamic culture. 


"Islamic victories in India followed each other; the Sultanate of Delhi 
Was established; and the names of a number of sultans, such as Qutb al-Din 
and ‘Ala’ al-Din became famous. But those sultans and others were military 
conquerors more than victors preaching Islam. Then the Mogul Empire came 
into existence and Sultan Akbar, its third sultan was able to rule justly 
among all Indian sects, Muslim and non-Muslim. This achieved high standing 
for India during his age." 


[Question] Can you tell us about the present activity of the community? 


(Answer) The fact is that our activity is varied and covers all branches 
of [the effort to] cement the cornerstones of the true religion in India. 
Our activity includes the publication of Islamic books that are translated 
into the numerous Indian languages. Chief among those is the Holy Koran, 
which we've translated into 12 Indian languages. We also publish an Islamic 
newspaper that discusses religious matters and gives the Muslim information 
about his rights and duties. We also exchange visits, and we hold con- 
ferences and other such matters that encourage the stimulation of Islamic 
life in India and keep the Indian Muslim in touch with whar is happening in 
the other Islamic countries. 


The Most Recent Conference 
[Question] When was the most recent conference you sponsored? 


(Answer} That was last February in the city of Hyderabad. It was atten- 
ded by most of the Islamic Community in India, that is, 300,000 Muslim 
men and women. They came from all over the republic. The conference was 
also attended by 2,000 non-Muslims; they came to tind out about Islam and 
its tolerant laws. 


‘Question] What was the outcome of the conference? 


Answer [ts results were extremely positive for Muslims and non-Muslims 
alike. Decisions were made that are of interest to the Indian Muslim in 

so tar as they develop his knowledge of the Islamic religion and strengthen 
his relations with his Muslim brothers. The effect that the conterence 

had on the non-Muslims who attended it was tangible, especially in the area 
ot torbidding interest. I tound out after the conference ended that a 
number of those brothers, and they hold respectable positions in a number 
of banks and organizations, decided to prohibit charging interest for 
lending funds and for tinancial transactions. This was a step that made us 
very happy. 
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Question] Was the conference attended by representatives of other Islamic 
countries? 


(Answer) We did in tact send invitations to representatives of numerous 
Islamic countries, but the Indian government evinced sternness about giving 
them entry visas to attend the conference. Consequently, only a few 
brothers from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait came. Naturally, we 
were very sorry tor the government's position. 


Question] Why did the government adopt this stern position? 


(Answer!) The Indian government is prejudiced against Islam and Muslims. 

It trequently interferes in the activities of the Islamic Community which 
practices the teachings of Islam and is devoted to them. We are always 
having difficulties from the government and from officials in this regard. 
They also accuse us of fomenting sedition and sectarian disturbances, and 
we regret that. But our response to that is patience, goud works, adherence 
to the true religion and promotion of ‘the cause of God by wisdom and good 
counsel. 


‘Question! Tell us about the untouchables in India and about their 
desire to adopt Islam. 


Answer, The untouchable is a special term in India. In the Indian lan- 
guage, the word is (al-Harijan) which means without a place in society. 
The untouchables are a special group of Hindus who usually perform simple 
or lowly tasks. Most people do not like to mix with them. I have heard, 
and | have been informed that they wish to adopt Islam. Not only that, 
but some of them are looking for any religion to adopt, such as Buddhism, 
fur example. lherefore, we welcome anyone who wants to adopt Islam. This 
may be another point of contlict between us and officials. 


Every Province 
(Question] Does the community have committees throughout India? 


[Answer| Naturally we have a committee in every province. It is headed 

by a community chief. These chiefs are chosen from among experts in Islamic 
jurisprudence so they can manage matters in their area with the cooperation 
of the community's principal office in Delhi. We also have employees and 
emissaries who are scattered throughout India to serve Islam and Muslims, 
thank God. 


[Question] What is your role as community chief? 


(Answer) The fact is that ever since I began working in this field after 
studying under some Islamic scholars in India, I have been devoting all my 
time and activity to serve Islam and spread its banner in India. After 
India was partitioned, I worked as secretary general for the community 
until I was elected its president in 1972. This gave me the chance to meet 
many Muslims in different Islamic countries. Thank God that despite my old 


95 














age I can still carry out missionary activity tor Islam, especially among 
young people. My responsibility is more of a spiritual and a moral respon- 
sibility im the sense that I give advice and guidance. 


f Question! Is this your tirst visit to western countries? 


(Answer, Yes, this is the first time. As much as I was pleased with 
meeting my Muslim brothers in the United States, Canada and London, I was 
surprised by the abominations that are widespread in these societies. In 
my opinion this places a greater responsibility on the Muslims who are 
living in those countries. They have to become an example for others in 
the commendable morals that Islam encourages and in their wise dealings 
because God Almighty will ask them on the Day of Judgment what they did to 
improve conditions in those areas and to turn people away from [the dark- 
ness of |} ignorance to the light [ot knowledge] and away from the worship of 
matter to the worship of the one and only God and to abiding by His true 
religion. 


Question} What other Islamic countries did you visit? 


‘Answer] I visited the Kingdom of Saydi Arabia, Kuwait, the Arab Emirates, 
Evypt, Jordan and Syria. | made most of these visits to meet with Muslims 
in those countries and to share with them views, advice and experience 

in the area of advocating Islam and strengthening the cornerstones of the 
Islamic religion. I also gave a few lectures about Islam in India to 
explain its standing and its importance as well as the role of the com- 
munity in the adherence to it. 
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INDIA 


BIHAR CHIEF MINISTER ON TREATMENT OF HARIJANS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 p 14 


[Text] Patna, August 10. The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, has commended 
the Bihar government for protecting the weaker sections and stated that the 
conviction of 50 accused in the Pipra outrage case could go a long way in dis- 
couraging atrocities on Harijanms all over the country. 


This was stated here yesterday by the chief minister, Dr Jagannath Mishra, on 
his return from New Delhi. He said not only Mrs Gandhi but also many others 
felt that successful prosecution of those responsible for committing excesses 
on Harijans was the best solution to the problem. 


The chief minister said the Congress(I) had fully vindicated the trust reposed 

in it by the weaker sections by taking measures for their protection and advance- 
ment. In Bihar, he added, cases relating to the Belchi outrage and other inci- 
dents which occurred in the past few years remained confined to the police 

files until the Congress(1) returned to power last year and took speedy steps 

to bring the culprits to book. 


He expressed the state government's determination to take effective steps for 
complete elimination of communal incidents. Every effort would be made to se- 
cure the conviction of those responsible for the recent Biharsharif riots. The 
government had filed 96 cases. The high court had agreed to set up special 
courts for the trial of the accused. The cases were expected to be disposed 

of within six months. 


Replying to a question about the continuing exploitation of Adivasis who were 
used as bonded labourers in different parts of the country, Dr Mishra said he 
was determined to end the evil. The government had already set up a flying squad 
which had been asked to proceed immediately to places from where reports of 
exploitation of Bihar Adivasis were received and to take remedial measures. 


The government had issued orders that Adivasis rescued from different states 
should be given social security pension at the rate of Rs 30 per month pending 
their employment. In 71 blocks, “employment guarantee" schemes had been launched 
to provide jobs to the poor. Dr Mishra expressed deep concern at the sexual 
exploitation of Bihar Adivasi women outside the state. Stringent measures would 
be taken to check it. 
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INDIA 


URS ADDRESSES INDIAN YOUTH CONGRESS-U PARLEY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 5 
[Text] Pune, August 9. 


The Congress (U) should effect some modifications in its structure to make it 
broad-based and attract to its fold people who believe in democracy and social- 
ism, the party president, Mr. Devaraj Urs, said here today. 


Addressing the national convention of the Indian Youth Congress (U) Mr. Urs said 
that the parliamentary system of democracy would not function effectively unless 
there was a strong opposition to the ruling party within the parliament and out- 
side. The Con;sress (U) should realise this fact and work in this direction by 
effecting necessary changes, he exhorted his partymen. 


According to Mrs. Urs, the parliamentary system in the country was unfortunately 
yielding place to one-party system which, in other words, meant fascism. The 
ruling party had resorted to the shameless method of defections and thus 
accelerated the process of erosion of democratic values. The defections in the 
last 18 months exceeded the total number of defections that took place in 32 
years, he pointed out. 


In spite of the fact that the Congress (1) had failed to celiver the goods, con- 
tain price spiral and keep its promises, there was a possibility of it getting 
re-elected. In such a situation, the leaders of all opposition parties should 
realise that none of them individually was in a position to build up a base for 
a strong opposition. 


Mr. Urs said that the need of the hour was to start a dialogue with like-minded 
opposition parties which believed in democracy. Leaders of all parties should 
seriously think how best the opposition could be strengthened. 


Referring to the verdict of the Election Commission on the election symbol, Mr. 
Urs said that they should not wait till judgement of the supreme court was 
delivered in this case. They should think of giving a new name to the party. If 
the supreme court gave a judgment in their favour and allowed them to take the 
name of Indian National Congress he would be the happiest person. 


Mr. Suresh Kalmadi, president of the Indian Youth Congress (U), said that it 
would join hands with youth wings of all political parties to wage a struggle 


98 








on the one-point programme of eradication of unemployment. This struggle should 
not be taken as opposition for its own sake. IYC(U) would co-operate even with 


the government if it came forward with positive schemes to solve the unemployment 
problem. 


Mr. Kalmaci said that senior leaders of all parties should step down in favour 
of the youth but at the same time guide thes in the task of building a strong 
opposition. 


Mr. Unnikcishnan, MP, ridiculed Mr. Chavan's contention of joining the national 
mainstream. He said the mainstream which Mr. Chavan wanted to join was the 
“gangotri" of corruption that was eating away the vitals of the society at all 
levels. He said that everyone should realise that we were living in an age in 
which "pindharis" were dominating with the object of perpetuating dynastic rule. 


Mr. Unnikrishnan described Mr. C. M. Stephen, Union communications minister, as 
a master defector. He said that Mr. Stephen, who desired to unroll a red carpet 
for Mr A. K. Antony and others in Kerala would be greatly disappointed. 


Mr Sharad Pawar, president of the MPCC(U) said Mrs Indira Gandhi and Mr A. R. 
Antulay have entered into a conspiracy to destroy the working class and the pea- 
santry in the country. The recent ordinance was a pointer, he added. 


Mr Pawer said that imports of foodgrains were planned to teach a lesson to the 
farmers who demanded remunerative prices for their produce. According to him, the 
Indian farmer was paid Rs 130 per quintal for wheat while the American farmer would 
get Rs 133. After importing 20 lakh tonnes of wheat, the actual price paid by the 
government would amount to Rs 170 per quintal, he said. 


Mr Pawer said that the Centre had granted permission to Malhirashtra to continue its 
cotton monopoly purchase scheme on condition that cotton growers would be paid a 
price lower than what was paid in the last season. Mr Antulay agreed to this as 

he "desired to stick to his chair.” 


The Congress(U) leader also disclosed that the Centre had planned to import one 
lakh bales of cotton from Pakistan even though this commodity was in surplus in 
the country. It would be the same with regard to coconut oil. All this was being 
done to humiliate the Indian farmer who was demanding higher prices for his pro- 
ducts. 


Mrs Ambika Soni, general secretary of the Congress(U), said that even though senior 
leaders had painted a dismal picture of the country's situation, she was not at all 
disillusioned. 


She was convinced that young men and women in the country had come to understand 
that the ruling no longer remained the party of Gandhiji and Mr Nehru, but it was 
an organisation of Gundu Raos and Ibrahims. Mr Shrikant Murthy, general secretary 
of the LYC, moved a resolution appealing to top leadership of all opposition par- 
ties to forget individual skirmishes and sink their ego for the sake of the people 
at large. They should work in a positive direction. 


The resolution warned the leaders of the Janata, Lok Dal, Democratic Socialist Party 
and the Janabadi party, who did not have much ideological differences, that unless 
they acted immediately in this direction, they would be dubbed “traitors who helped 
in the stabilisation of authoritarianism." 
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WRITER NOTES SHORTFALLS IN SIXTH 5-YEAR PLAN 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 8 


(Commentary by Prem Shankar Dha: 


Euro-Dollar Market") 


_ party beerarchy agaist 
“puiiding todays factories with 
tomorrows bricks”. The Iodias 


ever 


" money terms. acotlerati ine 
fatvion has caused the shortfall in 
real terms to increase from one 
pian to the next. 


The sixth plan conforms to the 
same pattern. Even before the 17 
and 18 per cent inflation of the 
~t two years upset the govero- 
ments calculations. the resources 
for the Rs. 97,000 crore public 
sector plan were nowhere . . 
For omstance, the plan had allowed 
for only Ra. 5.000 crores of de- 
ficit financing, when the combined 
annual deficit of the Centre and 
the states amouots to around Rs, 
WOO crores a year. It also ex- 
pected to rane Rs. 35,500 cro 
from budgetary surpluses and new 
taxation, despite the fact that the 
‘otal current account surplus had 
never exceeded Rs. 1206 crores 
a any single year. 


tal market and make the acheve- 
ment of the private sectors invest- 
ment targets far more difficult. But 
inflation bas wrecked tha poss- 
b laty also. The central and slate 
plan expenditures fell short of 
targets by only Rs. 230 crores. But 
in real terms ths represented a 
shortfall of around 20 per cent. 
The story is likely to be repeated 
once again, for even the targeted 
outlay only 15.3 per cent higher 
woen the inflat. rate = around 
18 per cent. 


DELAYING 


Against this background, the 
planners refusal to take a firm 
decision means that as ia the past, 
the plan budget will be balanced 
by quietly delaying the completion 
of some projects. and postponing 
the commencement of some others. 


Official spokesmen have re- 
peatedly made iu clear that mm 
sew of the pressing need to con- 
tain the rising import bi!’ the aze 
will not fall on the ergy and 
infrastructure sectors wt this 
means that it will fall on industry. 
Indeed ths ws already happening. 
Throughout last year, «anctions 
for oew projects in steel. fertilisers, 
petrochemicals, and vement. and 
even in coal and power. were 
slow in coming. In fact, the Fede- 
ration ,of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry has cal- 
culated that against a targeted in- 
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"Salvaging the Sixth Plan: 


INDIA 


Need To Tap 


crease in capacity of 42 million 
tonnes n the basx adusiries. the 
most that can be acheved « 53 
million tonnes. The shortfalls 
clude about 8 million tonnes in 
cement. to million tonnes .o 
nitrogenows and phosphatic ferti- 
lisers, and 50,000 tonnes in man 


made fibres. 
The goverament's _ ta 
can be called one, is ht to 


unterstard. For not only w tt 
ely to aggravate the already 
acute shortages of most basic in 
dustrial products, but unless Inda 
opts once again for a siege eco 
nomy and bans all imports, soe 
matier what the cost to industry 
and agriculture. cutting back in- 
vestment in basic § industries may 
actually worsen the balance of 
payments deticit m the coming 
years. 


A close look at our import sta 
tistics shows west bow much the 
imports of these products have 
cost the countrs. The com of ™- 
ports of fertilisers was Rs. 925 
crores, of steel around Re. 700 
. 120 crores. 
and basic drug Rs. /50 crores 
What « more. since the country 
also loses over Rs. ®) crores when 
it imports a mil.on tonnes of >! 
products instead of crude o!, the 
import of 6.5 millor tonnes of 0! 

oducts in 1980 has meant near'y 

. 600 crores of awonabdic et 
penditure in foreign exchange. 


All in all. therefore, about Rs. 
2.500 crores of the trade deficit 
can be traced to shortfalls in do- 
mestic investment m the dati on 
dusiries. Against ths, the total 
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INDIA 


MORE DETAILS ON SOVIET TREATY ANNIVERSARY TOLD 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, August 9 (UNI). The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, today 
declared that Indo-Soviet friendship had become “closer and our cooperation in 
the realms of science, culture and commerce more diversified without in any way 
conflicting with our independent stand on various issues." 


In a message on the occasion of the public meeting organised by Friends of the 
Soviet Union to mark the 10th anniversary of the Indo-Soviet treaty of peace, 
friendship and cooperation, Mrs Gandhi said Indo-Soviet friendship was an exam- 
ple of how two countries following different systems could fruitfully work 
together in the cause of world peace and make a contribution to the enlargement 
of international understanding. 


"The relations between our two peoples have long been marked by mutual regard," 
Mrs Gandhi said. The October revolution almost coincided with the advent of 
Mahatma Gandhi on the political scene of India to lead our final battle against 
imperialism. “Ever since India’s independence 34 years ago, our two countries 
have worked together against colonialism and racialism," she added. 


Mrs Gandhi said that the Soviet Union had recognised India's policy of non- 
alignment. 


"In the coming years," she concluded, "Indo-Soviet friendship will continue to 
be close and beneficial to both of us and also to the entire world community." 


PTI adds: The external affairs minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, today said the 
Indo-Soviet treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation was as relevant today as 
it was ten years ago when the treaty was signed. 


In a message of greetings to the Soviet minister for foreign affairs, 

Mr A. A. Gromyko, the external affairs minister said the treaty had contributed 
greatly to the consolidation of peace and stability not only in the region, but 
also in the world. 


The signing of the treaty had marked an important stage in the development of 
relations between India and the Soviet Union, the message said. 


Mr Rao expressed confidence that the coming years would see a further strengthen- 
ing of Indo-Soviet friendship and deepening of bilateral cooperation. 
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Moscow (UNI): The Soviet foreign minister, Mr Andrei Gromyko, has said that 
the signing of the Indo-Soviet peace treaty has become “An important milestone 
in thehistory of Indo-Soviet relations, an event of great significance," re- 
ports APN. 


In an article published in PRAVDA yesterday, Mr Gromyko said. "The conclusion 
of the treaty was not a consequence of any transient consideration or circum- 
stances. Its signing is the natural result of mutual striving of our peoples 
for friendship and good neighbourly cooperation, their invariable yearning for 
peaceful and creative life." 
"The Soviet-Indian relations," according to Mr Gromyko, “are a graphic illus- 
tration of the translation into reality of the principles of peaceful coexis- 
tence of states with different social systems. At the same time, they are a 
major element of the powerful front of solidarity of socialist and non-aligned 
countries. 


The Soviet foreign minister, accusing the United States of “destabilising Asia 
by agreeing to supply arms to Pakistan and possibly China” said the Soviet Union 
"will take all measures needed to defend itself, its allies and its friends." 


Mr Gromyko linked the proposed sale of arms to Pakistan with the U.S. efforts to 
increase its military strength in the Indian Ocean and the Gulf region and said 
that “the Soviet Union will take all steps which will be dictated by the course 
of development. No one should have any doubt that the Soviet Union will be able 
to defend itself and its allies and friends." 


Celebrations marking the tenth anniversary of Indo-soviet peace, friendship and 
cooperation treaty and friendship month commenced here today on a nationwide 
scale, Minsk, Kishinev and various other capitals of the Soviet republics are 
holding meetings, exhibitions and other festivities. 


All the national dailies today frontpaged messages of greetings exchanged 
between Indian and Soviet presidents and prime ministers. The Soviet daily, 
IZVESTIA, paid tributes to Mrs Indira Gandhi's government, which, it said, has 
been tirelessly working for defending peace in Asia and other parts of the world 
ever since it returned to power. It lashed out at the U.S. and China for creat- 
ing new hotbeds of tensions in Asia. If these forces, the paper said, have not 
succeeded in turning Asia into an area of military conflict, much of the credit 
for it goes to cooperation between India and the Soviet Union in the spirit 

of the treaty signed by them ten years ago. 


IZVESTIA recalled that when the Janata government came into power in March, 
1977, Washington and Beijing had openly expressed the hope that Soviet-Indian 
relations would cool down. However disappointment awaited them as the govern- 
ment of tne two countries reaffirmed their decision to continue and follow in 
future the course of mutually beneficial cooperation based on the treaty. This 
was a proof of irreversible character of two countries’ friendship. 
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Mrs Gandhi returned to power at a time when international climate had become 
tense due to strivings of the U.S. and other NATO countries to stop the pro- 
cess of normalisation and sharpen the tempo of arms race. Among other things 
Washington and Beijing began rearming Pakistan on @ massive scale. In the 
light of these events, Mrs Gandhi's government had been consistently pursuing 
the policy aimed against the activities of neo-colonialists and hegemonists. 


PRAVDA, carrying a commentary by its columnist Boris Averchenko noted the wide 
scale of cooperation between the USSR and other socialist countries and devel- 
oping countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, which enabled the young nations 
of this area to solve their problems and consolidate their defence capability. In 
this connection PRAVDA said that Indo-Soviet cooperation was a shining example. 
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INDIA 


MAJOR RESHUFFLE OF CENTRAL SECRETARIES REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Aug 81 p l 


K. Reddy] 


[Article by G. 


SHEE EREN fae PSE HOLDER EHD tag 
if SEE GA 
oe it Hae 
he gay pene ih 
A202 FHNSESD HSERSA Yad TEE SEER 
i Vig : ite 1 oT (ict 
1 el miei 
eehyste fy 3 , # SoHE: 
iets ALE a [ant le 
ofS es viet a ie i 1 Peet: . rh 
ofty 755.328) 3 yo - 
i eg i 
ean Se 
Bed $54 58 ERS inet 
Peoria trent tn Hoe 


texe) 





4220/7539 


CSO: 


105 








INDIA 


HOME MINISTER TALKS TO NEWSMEN ON MASS CONVERSIONS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] Madras, Aug 9. The Union Home Minister, Mr Zail Singh, told pressmen 
here today that the Centre was investigating the causes that had led to the 
mass conversion of Harijans into Islam in Meenakshipuram (Tirunelveli district) 
and other places. 


The Centre was getting reports from the State Government and also from other 
sources. As some of these reports varied in nature, the Union Government was 
making its own enquiries into the matter. He declined to indicate the agency 
that had been asked to make the investigation. 


The Constitution did not bar any one from practising or preaching any religion. 
But when 1,500 or 1,700 persons changed their faith at one strike he thought it 
was not out of one's own conviction, but there was something else behind it. 
"There may be a conspiracy or political motivation," he said. 


Several reasons: The mass conversions might have happened due to several rea- 
sons--the offer of some inducements or the attitude of caste Hindus towards 
Harijans. It might also be due to a resentment against the administration that 
it had not rendered justice to them. 


Perhaps there was some kind of allurement and side by side the caste Hindus had 
not treated the Harijans as their brethren. “Anything is possible; I cannot say 
anything just now; the matter is under investigation." 


Asked whether the Government was unduly alarmed over the reports of mass conver- 
sions, Mr Zail Singh replied that it was a matter concerning one and all--the 
Government, the ruling party and other political parties alike. "Because this 
kind of conversion is politically motivated, and this is not a good method of 
changing religion.” 


'A temporary phase': He thought this was only a temporary phase. For, these 
kind of persons could not keep constantly their faith in any one religion. It 
was like politicians changing their affiliations forgetting their promises to 
the people. These persons could change their religion from Hinduism to Islam, 
from Islam to Christianity and to any other religion. 
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But if some people belonging to the weaker sections felt that they were not 
getting justice by being Hindus, how could they expect a better deal merely 
by changing their religious faith?, he asked. 


Were the conversions the result of the State Government's failure to do its 
duty to Harijans? 


Mr Zail Singh said he would not like to connect the State Government or any 
religion with these conversions. "I am not against Hindus or Muslims or Chris- 
tians or anybody. In India, the Governmer,: is for the people, by the people and 
of the people, and all are equal in the eyes of the Government." 


Did he suspect that any foreign money, namely the Gulf money, had played a 
part in the mass conversions? he was asked. 


The Minister replied that hehad already stated that "it may be due to the lure 
of money or anything else, maybe politically motivated; I cannot say definitely 


now. 


A reporter told him that some persons were using the threat of conversion to 
blackmail the Government to get things done and asked if he was aware of news- 
paper reports that this was spreading to more places. 


Mr Zail Singh retorted, "I think, you are also playing motivated politics." 


Asked whether he was happy with the law and order situation in Tamil Nadu, the 
Minister said, "I will not say anvthing." 


Spirit scandal: On spirit scandal, he said the Ray Commission had started its 
work. Any fresh memorandum submitted tothe Government in this regard would be 
dealt with only by the Commission. 


Would the Centre ask the Tamil Nadu and the Kerala Governments to wind up their 
commissions? 


Mr Zail Singh said the Ray Commission was appointed after the States had set 

up their own Commissions. In contrast to the State panels, the Ray Commission 
belonged to neither Tamil Nadu nor Kerala. It could go to both the States and 
unearth the truth. "Now it is for the States to think whether their commissions 
could bring out the truth.” 


Essential services ordinance: On the opposition voiced by the Kerala and the 
West Bengal Governments to the Centre's ordinance banning strikes in essential 
services, the Minister said the ordinance was promulgated keeping in view the 
welfare of the labour and the industrialists, the need to increase productivity 
and the welfare of the peace-loving people. 


"We have no illwill against either the labour or the management. If we do not 
allow strikes we will not allow lock-outs also." The legislation to be intro- 
duced in the coming session of Parliament, would make a specific provision to 
this effect, he said. 
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Earlier when Mr Zail Singh arrived here this morning from Delhi on a day's 

visit to the city he was accorded a warm reception at the Meenambakkam airport 
by a large gathering, including Dr H. V. Hande, Tamil Nadu Minister for 

Health, Mr M. P. Subramaniam, TNCC(I) President; Mr V. Karthikeyan, Chief Secre- 
tary and Mr K. Chockalingam, Home Secretary to the State Government, Mr Souri- 
rajan and Mrs Renuka Appadurai, Pondicherry Ministers. 


Visits Gurudwara: Soon after his: arrival Mr Zail Singh visited the Gurudwara 
on G. N. Chetty Road, T'Nagar, and participated in the prayers. He also addressed 
the members of the Sikh community at the Gurudwara. 


Later, the Chief Minister, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, hosted a lunch in his honour 
at Hotel Connemara, which was attended by the Speaker of the Assembly, Chairman 
of the Council, Ministers and senior officials of the State Government, Mr Raia- 
chandran presented a beautifully carved Thanjavur plate to the Minister as a 
memento. 


After fulfilling his engagements in the city, Mr Zail Singh left for Delhi in 
the evening. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI, AIDES, MP*S DISCUSS PAKISTAN THREAT 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Aug 81 pp l, 9 


(Text] New Delhi, Aug. 19--The Prime Minister, Mrs Gandhi, said today that the 
massive U.S. arms supplies to Pakistan posed a grave threat not only to India, but 
also to the people of Pakistan. Intervening in a discussion in the Rajya Sabha on 
a calling attention motion, she said the supply of F-l6 aircraft to Pakistan had 
brought the cold war “on the doorsteps" of the Indian subcontinent. 


The danger to India, she said, was no less because of the present situation in Af- 
ghanistan. But, there would have been danger to India if there had been U.S. in- 
fluence in Afghanistan. 


She referred to a CPI member, Mr Yogendra Sharma's assertion that if the revolution 
in Afghanistan had not taken place, things would have been worse for India, and 
said that it was a “very delicate issue”. 


The present situation had provided a handle to Pakistan (to acquire arms). Thus, 
the present situation had proved dangerous both for India and Pakistan. The danger 
was more for the people of Pakistan, as the burden of more and more arms without a 
basic infrastructure was against their interest. The atmosphere for talks between 
India and Pakistan for the restoration of peace in the area had been “reversed” be- 
cause of the arms race started by the latter, she said. 


The CPI member asked her pointedly about the Government's reaction to the Soviet 
parliament's appeal for peace. She merely stated that India endorsed all appeals 
for peace from any quarter. She, however, added that the Soviet parliament's ap- 
peal would have some effect. 


Mrs Gandhi assured the Rajya Sabha that her Government would not slacken in its 
efforts to be self-reliant in defence. But it had to be balanced with imported 
“sophistication”, she said. 


Nuclear Installations 


Earlier, occasionally prompted by the Prime Minister, Mr Shiv Raj Patil, Minister 
of State for Defence, said that the Government would do whatever was necessary to 
defend the sovereignty of the country. Steps had been taken to “protect our 
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interests”. Measures required to protect India’s nuclear installations would be 
adopted he told Mrs Margarette Alva (C-U). 


But Mr Patil would not give a clear reply to members’ anxious query whether India 
would make the nuclear bomb. He was sorry about the projection of the issue in 
the past (during the Janata regime). 


On her part, Mrs Gandhi strongly denied what she described as BJP propaganda that 
India was a satellite of any super Power. She reiterated that her Government was 
“pro-India". "I have been saying it from time to time and would stick to it that 
this Government is not ‘pro’ any country, though we may have been trying to have 
friendship with all", she told Dr Bhai Mahavira (BJP). India was not in anybody's 
camp, Mrs Gandhi asserted. 


The Prime Minister saw no contradiction (pointed out by the Opposition members) in 
what the Minister for External Affairs had stated in Islamabad regarding a coun- 
try’s right to acquire arms. Acquisition of arms by any country for legitimate 
defence requirement was understandable. But when it was “far above any calcula- 
tion” of a legitimate need, “we become anxious”. 


The Pakistani leaders were talking of the Simla agreement. But now they have 
launched an offensive and all kinds of baseless stories were being published in 
Pakistani newspapers, she pointed out. 


As regards the change in the American stand, the Prime Minister explained that the 
U.S. aGministration was now faced with a fact that once it gave arms, it had no 
control. In fact, the U.S. Government had woken up to a reality. 


In his statement, which he read out, Mr Patil said that he shared members’ concern 
on the decision of the U.S. Government to provide massive military aid to Pakistan. 
According to reports, the military supplies from the USA would consist of sophis- 
ticated weapons systems such 4s the F-16 aircraft, modern sophisticated tanks, ar- 
moured personnel carriers, guns, air and naval missiles, radars, destroyers and 
warships and other offensive and defensive equipment. The sophistication and quan- 
tity of supplies envisaged was far in excess of Pakistan's legitimate defence 
requirements. 


"The F-16 aircraft represents induction into this region of a class of aircraft a 
generation ahead of anything operating with other air forces of the area. The 
combat aircraft now operating in the subcontinent are all of late 1960 or early 
1970 technology. The F-16, on the other hand, is an advanced aircraft of late 
1970 technology. In its offensive role, it can go much farther and can carry big- 
ger bomb loads than any other aircraft in the region. The PAF, even without the 
F-16, already had a large deep-strike force. With the induction of the F-16 air- 
craft, the PAF's operational capability would be enhanced to a very great extent”, 
the Minister of State for Defence said. 


Arms Race Imposed 


Apart from the aircraft reports indicated the possibility of supplies of very 
large quantities of other formidable weapons like tanks, guns, missiles, electronic 
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warfare equipment, radars and so on. The induction of such a large volume of ad- 
vanced weapons over a small period was bound to tilt the military balance in favour 
of Pakistan. It was clear that the subcontinent was being willy-nilly pushed into 
an arms race, increasing the financial burden on the people at a time when their 
limited resources should have been used entirely for their economic uplift and to 
make up for lost time in technological and scientific progress. 


During the last Pakistan visit of India's Minister for External Affairs and through 
diplomatic channels, New Delhi's views had been unambiguously conveyed. It was 
mace clear to the Pakistani leaders that while India understood the sovereign right 
of every country to acquire arms for self-defence, India could not but feel dis- 
turbed about the threat to peace and stability implicit in the acquisition by Pak- 
istan of sophisticated weapons systems which provoked an arms race by raising the 
level of prevalent military technology. 


“We have also conveyed our apprehension that such a pursuit by Pakistan of advanced 
weaponry in large quantities, even when India had demonstrated its desire for peace 
and stability, could undermine the process of normalization of relations between 
India and Pakistan and would also extend cold war tensions into the sub-continent” 
Mr Patel said. 


“Members are naturally anxious to know what steps we are taking to safeguard our 
security and territorial integrity in the face of these developments. The nainten- 
ance of peace is vital to our nation's progress. In order to safeguard it, we 
shall have to take appropriate measures to counter this threat. It is obviously 
not desirable to indicate the specific steps that are being considered. I would, 
however, like to take this opportunity to reassure honourable members that the 
Government is fully aware of the increased threat to the security and territorial 
integrity of our country and that the Government is taking all necessary measures 
as may be required to maintain full defence preparedness at all times", Mr Patil 
added. 


CSO: 4220/7586 
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INDIA 


EXPERTS REPORT PAKISTAN EQUIPS NEW RECIMENTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, August 9 (UNI). 


Pakistan has recently received 300 fully refurbished M-47 and M-48 tanks equip- 
ping six new army tank regiments. 


These two types of Pakistani tanks had been sent for refurbishing to Iran and 
Turkey. 


With this, the total number of tanks with the Pakistani army has reached 2,000 
thus attaining complete parity with India in the number of tanks. 


According to military experts, the tanks have been dieselised to increase their 
efficiency and mobility. 


Four regiments of M-47s comprising 200 tanks and two regiments of M-48s comprising 
100 tanks have both been dieselised as well as upgunned. The 100 mm. gun on the 
M-48s has been replaced by the modern 160 mm. gun. 


The refurbishing was carried out at the American-aided tank overhaul facilities 
in Iran and in the heavy rebuilt tank factories in Turkey. The United States 
has a standard practice of transferring modern equipment to Pakistan through 
third countries and they have found Turkey as a convenient point, experts 
pointed out. 


The Pakistani army had been wanting to replace the petrol engines of the tanks 
with modern diesel engines to give them quicker acceleration. 


According to the experts, some of the communication equipment of the American- 
built M-47 and M-48 tanks have also been replaced. 


When the Pakistani defence secretary, Maj.-Gen. Rahim Khan, first visited 
Washington early this year the Pakistani tank requirements were put at 400 to 500. 
The requirement was later raised to 600 tanks. The latest figure being mentioned 
now is 800 M- [number illegible] tanks. The military experts say this would lend 
qualitative difference to the Pakistani armour. 


The M-60, termed as a tank of the eighties, has a high degree of fire-power based 
on both guns and missiles and is equipped with highly sophisticated instruments 
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with accent on battlefield mobility. The M-60 entered production in the U.S. in 
1960 and the Americans did not give it to any of their allies for quite some 
time. 


The experts say the M-60 cannot be used effectively in the undulating terrain of 
Afghanistan. But it can be used effectively against India across the sandy 
plains of Rajasthan. 


Pakistan has raised the requirements of the M-c% tanks since West Germany has 
denied Pakistan the Leopard II tanks which cannot be sold outside the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation. Pakistan had also expressed interest in the 
French AMX-30 tanks. 


CSO: 4220/7535 
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INDIA 


WRITER EXAMINES WEAKNESSES IN INTELLIGENCE SETUP 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18, 19, 20 Aug 81 


{Article by Raju Santhanam] 
[18 Aug 81 p 9] 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 17--If you hear frequent clicks on your telephone watch 
out: you may be yet another “suspect” endangering national security. Your phone 
may be under a 24-hour tap. It could be either with official sanction or, illegal- 
ly, at the behest of the Intelligence Bureau, the internal security network that 
has been growing in size since it was set up some 76 years ago and is systematical- 
ly engaged in gathering informat._on for its masters. 


Telephone tapping has given official sanction under the Telegraphs Act provided the 
citizen exposed to it is considered a threat to national security. The IB normally 
does not have to send its men to the telephone exchange but has merely to hand over 
a list to the listening room of the IB's “technical laboratory” which keeps the 

phones under tap. The listening room has special cables running from the exchange. 


Informed sources say that not more than 60 to 70 phones can be tapped at a time. 
About 30 or 40 of them may be suspects who could constitute a threat because of 
their contacts with certain embassies. The rest could include anyone who is hos- 
tile to the ruling party. 


Tapping the telephone of a man not a security risk lasts only a couple of days. A 
politician who is likely to defect, a well-informed journalist talking to his 
source or a Minister who is planning a destabilization game are random targets. 
Once the taps yield some information during a critical period,--when, say, the 
wavering politician is making up his mind--they are withdrawn and some other unwary 
suspect is listed for tapping. 


Conversations are recorded on endless spools of tape. There is in fact no neces- 
sity of an operator since the message is transcribed automatically. When the tapes 
are re-run there are several IB men watching for a crucial sentence. There have 
been some sensational disclosures when intelligence men have run to their seniors 
with the spools of tape as “evidence”. 


Besides illegal tapping bugging is common. Most of the devices are said to be im- 
wvorted and althovwgh ostensibly to be used against foreign agents, they are being 
constantly misused for domestic operation. 
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Mail Opened 


Similarly, while bureau officers censor the mail of security risks others is also 
opened if the requirements of an “operation"--said to know what a politician is 

planning--necessitates it. Care is taken to open the mail before the first seal 
of the receiving post office is put on it--otherwise tampering might be detected. 


These “operations” need many men and much money. Estimates made a few years ago 
had put the annual budget of the intelligence bureau at Rs 8 crores apart from 

secret service funds said to be more than twice that figure. Now both must be much 
more. 


What is the IB meant for? It has many functions. And it is commonly mistaken for 
the Central Bureau of Investigation, which is a prosecuting agency. The IB, which 
like the CBI is attached to the Home Ministry is primarily an intelligence collec- 
tion wing concerned with counter-intelligence--not merely to ward off attempts by 
foreign Powers to collect information but to suggest internal security measures 
and keep an intensive tab on the spy networks operating in the country. 


The IB has, however, over the years changed its role to become the powerful arm of 
the party in power. Political prying is done at the cost of national security. 
The IB is headed by a director, nine joint directors, 40 deputy directors and more 
than a hundred assistant directors. Of them, only one deputy director looks after 
counter-intelligence work. 


While some deputy directors are based in Delhi, a majority of them head the units 
in the States where more than 80% of their work is political. It was only after 
the Emergency that politicians knew how the bureau had been misused. 


You name any political controversy and the bureau is in the thick of it trying to 
keep a low profile. Before a Congress leader is elected the bureau keeps Delhi 
informed of not merely the support each faction has but the resources’ position of 
each aspirant. After the Chief Minister is elected, and the problems of the dis- 
sidents start, the bureau is once more active. By this time the bureau has placed 
the “alignment” of each MLA, categorized them into the group he or she belongs. 
Then anything remotely concerned with dissident activity is “covered”, the views 
of newspapers on important political matters are summarized and regular files 
sought to be maintained on each prominent leader in the State. 


The leader of the Opposition in the State Assembly is also kept under close scru- 
tiny. No knowledgeable ruling party politician can afford to ignore the bureau, 
particularly in the Congress-ruled States. 


For the political information they churn out from the States the secret service 
funds of the IB are used lavishly. There have been instances when Chief Ministers 
have been “entertained” by IB officials and the expense claimed from secret ser- 
vice funds. 


"Prominent Persons” 


The funds are also utilized to pay sources, some of them are life-time beneficiar- 
ies. Several who were virtual nonentities decades ago and were “sources” for the 
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IB have now become “prominent persons” in New Delhi. A lot of secret funds are 
utilized to cover the elections. 


The Special Branches in many States run virtually parallel intelligence networks. 
Men of the Special Branch in a State not only tap phones but also place plain- 
clothesmen as security gquards--some are “gardeners” in the houses of Ministers. 


Like their Central counterparts, Special Branches can also officially tap lin#s 
and the list can include politicians. The Special Branches, particularly in the 
South, are known to be having a field day. In the guise of watching extremists 
and Naxalites they keep tabs on dissidents. 


The IB was utilized to collect “evidence” for the arrest of Opposition leaders 
during the Emergency and was reportedly given the task of “neutralizing” the in- 
fluence of leaders who had gone underground. 


During the Janata days the IB was in disgrace and disarray. But soon enough some 
politicians could not resist the temptation of using their organization for their 
petty ends. And the IB launched several “operations”. 


When the Congress (I) came back to power, the IB continued to flourish, with new 
masters and new targets. 


When the witch-hunt of pro-Janata officers started, a list of public sector under- 
takings headed by “Janata” men were kept under scrutiny, the IB's own outgoing 
director, Mr S. N. Mathur, was kept under close watch. Mai.y went out of their way 
to prove that they were after all basically loyal to Congressmen. 


[19 Aug 81 p 9] 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 18--There are roughly 80 to 100 identified agents of east- 
ern Europe operating in this country but there are only three cars to watch them in 
Delhi. A telling commentary on the Intelligence Bureau's lopsided priorities. The 
Bureau in its pursuit of political intelligence has come a cropper in internal 
security. 


How many of the sensitive documents have left the country before the minor Defence 
Ministry official was spotted last year and what are the real ramifications of the 
arms spy case will never be officially meade known let alone publicized. However, 
North Block sources say that India's defence plans for the next five years have 
been passed on to a hostile country. 


Modern espionage, it is pointed out, largely depends on electronics. There are 
sophisticated transmitters that can send lengthy messages in a millionth of a sec- 
ond. There are also satellites to map military movement. But despite all this, 
it is the man on the beat that counts. 


Since the spy comes in the guise of a diplomat, IB agents do an almost biatant sur- 
veillance job on him. But first of all the agent has to be identified and it takes 
some time and watching. Once that is done, an effort is made to get in touch with 
his Indian contact. 
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The diplomat spy on the other hand may never make contacts outside but may do so at 
parties. Besi es, it is a fallacy to think that a super Power operates on its own 
or even its own satellites. A diplomat of a country which is hostile to it can be 
compromised and made to work for it. The possibilities are endless and make the 
espionage game complex. 


How well are our internal security men geared to take them on? According to 
sources in the Bureau, more than 80% of the secret services funds are taken up by 
political operations. A general election means a drain on the funds and an end to 
any “counter” operation. In the States, the deputy director just keeps a routine 
tab on sensitive installations and keeps a cursory check on possible suspects mov- 
ing to “hostile” neighbouring countries. 


The leadership in the IB has become virtually servile over the years and because 
of its political dabbling, it's viewed both in contempt and disrespect by the 
political leaders who, of course, do not hesitate to misuse it. 


The general impression is that there has been a marked fall in the stature of those 
heading the Bureau. A former official said; "A lot depends on the men who run the 
organization". The Bureau had seen the days of Mr Sanjeevi, the first director and 
later Mr B. N. Mullik. 


Mr Sanjeevi resigned because he refused to comply with an order of Sardar Patel, 
the then Home Minister, to send him a copy of the reports on Kashmir about which 
there were serious differences between Nehru and the Sardar. 


Father Figure 


Mr Mullik, who took over, had direct access to Nehru. Mr Mullik is described as 
the father figure in Indian intelligence, who is believed to have said that we may 
get any equipment imported but the "“know-how"--how to run intelligence network-- 
should be entirely "ours". He ensured that only the best men were taken in. 


The arrest of Sheikh Abdullah was entirely at his own instance despite Nehru's 
protests that he was his personal friend. He was also known to have rejected 
operations in the nation's interest. 


Mr S. N. Mathur was suddenly brought in during the Emergency, dislodging Mr Atma 

Jayaram, mainly because of the former's Punjab political connexions which led him 
close to Mr Sanjay Gandhi. Mr Mathur not merely continued during the Emergency, 

but during the Janata days. 


This made the Congress leadership suspicious. Mr Mathur was accused by inner Con- 
gress circles of deliberately giving a wrong election assessment and keeping the 
leadership in the dark about the defection of Mr Jagjivan Ram and Mr H. N. 
Bahuguna. 


“Hidden Wealth” 


In the Janata days Mr Mathur was viewed with suspicion and it was probably to clear 
that suspicion he did not hesitate to pass on information about the "hidden wealth" 
of Mrs Gandhi in Mehrauli farm. The cancellation of Mrs Gandhi's passport was also 
at the instance of the Bureau. 
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While Mr Mathur was later accused of initiating action against Mrs Gandhi, another 
senior official managed to hold a prominent post in the Lureau on the plea that he 
had been feeding Mrs Gandhi's men information on the Janata plans. 


The official, who now holds a top post in the organization, is reported to have 
pointed out that he was utilizing a Central Intelligence Officer in Delhi for that 
purpose. That information about the Mehrauli farm raid and Mrs Gandhi's own ar- 
rest, factors on which she capitalized, was passed on is quite clear. 


Whether true or not the Bureau has even been claiming that it helped in the break- 
up of the Janata Party by encouraging two Janata leaders to keep attacking the 
party constantly. It may sound a feeble attempt to continue in power, but consid- 
ering the scope of IB‘s activities the story is not entirely incredible. 


A widely respected leading doctor like Dr R. K. Caroli, who made a statement dur- 
ing the Janata days that one senior official, Mr T. V. Rajeshwar from the Intelli- 
gence Bureau, rang him up asking him to "immobilize" Mr Jagjivan Ram for some days 
at the hospital so that he did not leave the hospital for the Lok Sabha campaign- 
ing in 1977. The Central Bureau of Investigation which inquired into this com- 
plaint found nothing mainly because all movements were allegedly backdated and 
files destroyed. 


Dr Caroli was made to seem almost foolish. But those were the Janata days. The 
official has since climbed up in the Intelligence Bureau. 


Loss of Face 


Mrs Gandhi's running down of the Intelligence Bureau some months ago has led to a 
loss of face in the higher echelons. Besides, the fact that Mr R. N. Kao has been 
processing all intelligence in the past two months has led to the further devalua- 
tion of the present director. Mr Kao is now tipped to be officially cppointed ad- 
viser for Internal Security as well. 


With the director's position shaky, the Intelligence Department as in the past is 
believed to be hatching one conspiracy after another that suitably appeals to the 
political leadership. 


Any conspiracy in a communal incident or labour problem appeals to the political 
leadership. Mr Zail Singh's statement in Madras in August 8 about money being in- 
volved in conversions of Harijons, was obviously based on the information supplied 
by the Bureau. 


However, inquiries in Delhi reveal that the Bureau has not been able to point out 
successfully how, where and why the money is involved. In fact, there appears to 
be a feeble attempt to link Mr Jagjivan Ram and probably Mr Bahuguna in the 
conversions. 


That a conspiracy exists cannot, however, be totally ruled out since there is now 
a nationwide attempt to get conversions on August 15 largely initiated by Dalit 
Panthers, a militant group of schedule castes. But at the same time, the IB 
fights shy of telling the Government that socio-economic compulsions are primarily 
responsible. 
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During the ‘77 and ‘80 elections, the elections results were not properly conveyed 
to the political leadership since such truths could be unpalatable. 





The top echelons of IB not merely consists of yes-men but of those who anticipate 
what the ruling party might want to know. Mr Sanjay Gandhi is reported to have 
reliec heavily on the Intelligence Bureau. However, Mr Rajiv Gandhi is known to 
rely more on his political advisers who send their own independent reports which 
are cross~-checked with IB reports. 


(20 Aug 81 Pp 9] 


Text] New Delhi, Aug. 19--Intelligence agencies the world over have constantly 
used the pretext of national security to thwart attempts at scrutinizing their ac- 
tivities. While the Senate Committee watch the intelligence agencies in the USA, 
the Indian agencies have been warding off attempts at a probe for quite some time. 


Internal security can be justified, but what about the intelligence agencies’ role 
in regard to political opponents? Besides, under whose orders do directors get 
telephones of individuals tapped? Even a joint director in the Intelligence Bureau 
can order a tap and has never rejected a request to that effect coming from the 
deputy director. 


Whether the IB really did have a right to pry into political affairs worried the 

Shah Commission, which pointed out that appropriate safeguards were necessary and 
should be devised by the Government to protect the Intelligence Bureau from being 
used as an instrument of political spying either by © e Government on someone in 

the Government. 


It also said “the issue has been raised to generate public debate on the subject. 
No such debate has followed. In fact, during Janata rule the Intelligence Bureau 
continued to be politically active. 


That the Bureau was misused during the Janata days, as disclosed by sources, raises 
a larger question as to who could have ordered or sanctioned political spying by 
the Bureau. Mr Morarji Desai who was then Prime Minister, had reportedly made it 
clear that he did not trust the agencies whether it was the Research and Analysis 


Wing or the Intelligence Bureau. 


Political Spying 


Was then the Bureau ordering political epying at the instance of a constitutional 
authority? If so who was responsible. Many senior officials agree that some sort 
of probe is necessary. 
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But one senior official who has had access to sensitive sections of the Home Min- 
istry blandly refused to believe that the Bureau was being utilized for political 
purposes. Journalists wrote to him to say that their telephones were being tapped 
but he considered such reports "moonshine". At the most he pointed out that the 
bureaucracy might be giving a report on the Chief Minister from a State about what 
he had been doing there. What was wrong with it? Which other agency could the 
Prime Minister get this information from? 


All this goes to confirm the widespread belief that the Bureau often ensures that 
its methods and goals are kept a secret from everyone except the handful who matter. 


For instance the L.P. Singh Committee which inquired into the working of the Bureau 
consisted of besides Mr L. P. Singh the former Home Secretary, two senior officials 
who headed the Intelligence Bureau and the Central Bureiiu of Investigation years 
ago. They were men who could not be misled easily. 


While attempts are being made to scrutinize political spying, IB officials deliber- 
ately try to confuse it with their legitimate role as watchdogs of internal secur- 
ity. The secrecy bug is sought to be maintained at all levels. 


The introspection of I.B. officers’ role is all the more necessary now particularly 
because a large number of IB men have been sent back to their States for being pro- 
Janata. The Janata, too, had taken this step. There is complete frustration in 
the rank and file. 


As a possible off-shoot of the misuse of the organization, the union problem has 
arisen and caught the IB officials napping. A senior official conceded that the 
demands may be genuine, but the activists have burnt their fingers by forming an 
association. 


If the demands were genuine there was apparently no effort to solve them, although 
discontent began building up from the Janata days. 


Wage issues apart, IB men have to lead a tough life especially in border areas. 
There have been reports of officers going mad in remote hills, cut off from the 
rest of the world. Barring individual cases, there has not been an overall sympa- 
thetic approach to the problem. On the contrary, a picture appears to have been 
painted, indicating that the union activists are infiltrated by the Cen r.1] Intel- 
ligence Agency. 


Somehow the realization is yet to dawn that, after all, work has to be extracted 
from these men. There are many who used to put in 17 to 18 hours a day to produce 
results. 


Corruption 


Corruption is rampant everywhere and the Bureau cannot be insulated from it. But 
there are reports of serious charges against 18 officials. While misuse of vehi- 
cles is quite common, there have been other charges of serious misconduct. are 
not such officers a risk to national security? Have at least the charges been 
inquired into? 
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A serious internal study of the Bureau is obviously called for. Are the results 
commensurage with investments even in their legitimate functions of the intelli- 
gence agencies? If the Research and Analysis Wing is to be utilized only for for- 
ward intelligence, why then does it continue to have its offices in the States. A 
part of Raw is the Special Bureau (SB). In the States, the Central Intelligence 
units are known as the Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau. There are also some other 
agencies with obscure names. 


If the plea of national security is used, there can never be an effective scrutiny. 
However, as far as the public is concerned the failures are quite apparent. For 
instance, the Moradabad communal riot was obviously a sting on the Bureau. There 
may be many more, but secrecy in the "national interest” has reduced the accounta- 
bility of those running the organization. 


CSO: 4220/7586 
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INDIA 


PLANS FOR ROCKET BOOSTER DEVELOPMENT TOLD 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Aug 81 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 14--An Indian rocket to be ready by 1986 will have 
reusable boosters like those used in the American space shuttle and will weigh 
400 tons, according to Mr Abdul Kalam, head of launch vehicle development in 
the Iniian Space Research Organisation, reports PTI. 


It will be a major step forward, Mr Kalam told an audience at the India Inter- 
national Centre here on Wednesday. The present rocket, SLV-3, weighs only 17 
tons. 


Called Polar SLV, the new rocket now in the design stage will have two boosters 
each of 100 tons. They will be parachuted to earth and reused thereby bringing 
down the launch cost. The rocket will be used to put up a payload of up to one 
ton in a 1000-km sun-synchronous orbit. 


Mr Kalam said .SRO's objective was to develop a rocket by the beginning of 1990 
that will place a 3-ton payload in low earth orbit, which is equivalent to. 
placing a 3-ton communication satellite in geosynchronous orbit at 36,000 km. 


He said the solid propellent developed by ISRO was comparable to the best in the 
world. India is just entering the liquid fuel technology for rockets. PSLV 
will use a liquid fuel engine in the second stage. 


According to Mr Kalam, it is vital for ISRO to enter in a big way into cryogenic 
engines using liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen. Cryogenic rocket engines will 
bring down the cost of the launch vehicle and reduce its size while generating 
much greater thrust than that provided by solid fuel or storable liquid fuel. 


Mr Kalam said ISRO could develop cryogenic engines in seven years at an invest- 
ment of Rs 50 crores. Oxygen is available in the country but "we don't have 
hydrogen." 


"We must start a programme to produce hydrogen, which can be used in space 
programmes and as an alternative energy source for homes and industry," Mr Kalam 
said. 
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Mr Kalam, who is credited with the design of SLV-3 said the vehicle would become 
operational by 1983. The second developmental flight of SLV-3 will take place 
early next year. 


He said the design and development of SLV-3 took seven years for 300 design 
engineers and used 30,000 hours of computer time. The PSLV will cost Rs 150 
million a piece, he added. 


According to Mr Kalam, by 1986 India will have a launch vehicle comparable to 
the French rocket Ariane, which launched APPLE satellite in June. 


Comparing India’s space programme with that of China, Mr Kalam said China went 


right away into liquid propellents like other super powers. China's solid fuel 
technology is not as advanced as that of India, he added. 


CSO: 4220/7562 
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INDIA 


CPI-M POLITBURO ISSUES STATEMENT ON NEUTRON BOMB 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] The CPI-M Politburo has joined with the progressive forces in the world 
in condemnation of the Reagan administration for having ordered mass production 
of neutron bomb. 


In a statement on Friday, the Politburo described the bomb as a “diabolical 
weapon of mass destruction” and pointed out that the announcement of the US 
Government was a clear revelation of its plans to involve the world in a nuclear 
disaster. 


It is clear that long before this was formally made known, secret production of 
the weapon had already started and no one knows how many bombs have been stocked 
by the US. It also shows the arrogance of the US Government towards world public 
opinion,” the statement read. 


The Politburo ridiculed the US Government's contention that the bk was a 
"deterrent" against the Soviet Union. It highlighted that the USS» had been 


repeatedly calling for putting a stop to the arms race and ban on manufacture 
of weapons of destruction. 


The CPI-M appealed to the people of the US to stay the hands of their Government 
and save the world from a possible holocaust. 


CSO: 4220/7564 
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INDIA 


TWELVE EXTREMISTS ESCAPE FROM IMPHAL JAIL 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Imphal, Aug. 9--Fifteen undertrials, including 12 
prominent members of the outlawed People's Liberation Army, 
escaped from Imphal Central Jail this morning after hijack- 
ing a jail van and shooting at the jailer and the warden, 
report PTI and UNI. 


Among the prisoners who escaped was a PLA leader, Budha Singh, who was earlier 
arrested after he had run away from the jail along with nine others on August 12 
last year, police sources said. 


Budha Singh, along with two other undertrial extremists, forced the jailer-in- 
charge to open the jail gate. They locked his son in a room and threatened to 
shoot him if he raised any alarm. 


The jailer led the three extremists to a nearby jail van; 12 other undertrials, 
including nine PLA members, soon came out from the prison cell and joined them, 
the sources added. 


After they were all in the van, Budtia Singh, pointed a gun at the jailer and 
ordered the driver to take them opt. 


Later, they drove to a place called Ayangpali near here and Budha Singh asked 
the mailer to go back; when he refused and tried to resist them, he was shot at. 


Soon after the incident all the 15 people escaped from the area, the sources 
said. lowever, the three non-extremist undertrials were later rearrestec. The 
injured jailer was removed to the regional medical hospital where he was improv- 
ing. 


Meanwhile, heavy combing operatious have been launched in the area. PLA activ- 
ities had considerably increased in the region since the July 6 encounter 
between the Army and the PLA, the police added. 


This is the second time PLA members have managed to escape from the jail. Nine 
members had escaped in an incident in December last year. 
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Besides Budha Singh, some of the other prisoners who escaped are Ajit Singh, 
Madhu Singh, Khongnem Singh, Inaocha Singh, IThopishak Singh, Subhas Singh, 
Naram Singh, Khoirumba Raikumar, Paka Singh and Loken Singh. 


A senior police official said that arms might have been supplied to the pri- 
soners from outside the jail. 


A dusk-to-dawn curfew was imposed on Tengnaupal district bordering Burma for 
two months, an official release said here today. 


The curfew has been imposed following reports that some antisocial elements were 
moving in the border areas with arms and ammunitions. 


The Manipur Chief Minister, Mr Rishang Keishing's scheduled trip to New Delhi 
this evening was cancelled, according to official sources. 


The sources did not mention any reason for the cancellation of the trip. How- 
ever, a major segment of political observers here thought that it might be due 
to the worsening law and order situation in the State. 


The observers felt that the State Government's recent claim of improved law and 
order situation suffered a serious jolt with the escape of hardcore PLA acti- 
vists in the morning. 


Two youths were shot at by some unidentified gunmen at Pangel, about six km 
from here, yesterday, the police reported. The youths were admitted Imphal 
general hospital with bullet injuries on their chests and legs. 


The police could not give any reason for the shooting. They were investigating 
the case. No arrest has so far been made. 


CSO: 4220/7537 


126 








. 
E 


SHEIKH ABDULLAH ADDRESSES JOURNALISTS" MEETING 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 19 
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INDIA 


TEN PERCENT INDUSTRIAL GROWTH PREDICTED FOR PUNJAB 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Aug 81 p 14 


[Text] Chandigarh, August 9: The rate of industrial growth in Punjab, which was 
four per cent last year, is expected to increase to ten per cent by the end of 
the sixth plan, owing to special efforts in that direction by the state govern- 
ment. 


The total industrial production in 1980-51 was estimated at Rs 1,486 crores (at 
constant prices with 1973-74 as the base year). This is to be raised to Rs 2,585 
crores by the end of the sixth plan. 


Though the present government has allocated Rs 81.83 crores for industries dur- 
ing the sixth plan against Rs 41.31 crores during 1977-80, it expects an invest- 
ment of Rs 700 crores of private capital and institutional credit. 


The industrial sector had 431,000 regular workers in 1970-80 and 477,000 in 
1980-81. It is expected that by the end of 1981-82, the state will have direct 
employment opportunities for 537,000 workers and indirect employment opportuni- 
ties for 2.5 million persons. 


New Industries 


According to Mr T. K. A. Nair, commissioner for industries, 24 new large and 
medium-scale industries have gone into production during 1980-81. These projects 
created direct employment for 23,500 persons. In 1981-82, 30 more large and 
medium industries likely to be commissioned. They will provide direct employ- 
ment to 9,000 persons and indirect em:!oyment to 45,000. 


The state government is making efforts to attract private capital. At least six 


new spinning mills will be set up in the next twoyears. Special efforts are be- 
ing made to promote paper plants based on available agricultural wastes. 


CSO: 4220/7536 
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MEETING DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTS IN INDO-FRG TRADE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Aug 81 p ll 


[Text] Bangalore, Aug. 19--Indian exports to West Germany during last year rose 
by 13.2% to DM 1.14 billion (Rs 414 crores) and imports by 6.8% to DM 1.37 billion 
(Rs 497 crores), according to the final statistics presented to a seminar on Indo- 
German trade relations held here last week. 


The seminar, jointly sponsored by the Indo-German Chamber of Commerce and the Fed- 
eration of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry, was told that the trade 
figures revealed a further decline in the Indo-German trade gap. The rate of in- 
crease in exports was a remarkable achievement, compared to the negative growth 
rate of 1.5% in the total Indian export trade during the first nine months of 1980. 
During the same period, the total Indian imports rose by 19.9%. 


As in the previous years, the main items of exports were cotton and cotton goods 
and that of imports, machinery. Cotton and cotton goods valued at DM 334.8 mil- 
lion (Rs 120.6 crores) forned the bulk (29.5%) of the total exports to West 
Germany. 


Among the other main Indian export items, wool and animal hair and articles there- 
of, mainly carpets, valued at DM 206.1 million (Rs 74.8 crores) accounted for 
18.2%. But Indian tea formed only a small percentage of exports. It was valued 
at OM 43.8 million (Rs 15.9 crores). 


One significant aspect of Indo-German trade in 1980 as well as in 1979, was that 
14.5% of all Indian exports were done via third countries. In 1980, a third coun- 
try bought Indian goods worth DM 164.13 million (Rs 59.6 crores) and resold them 
to Germany. There was also indirect trade in imports from Germany. In 1980, it 
was 5.2% and in 1979 5.5%. The UK and Switzerland were the leading third countries 
involved in indirect import-export trade between India and Germany. 


The statistical analysis shows that India has not been making full use of the im- 
port tariff concession offered for agricultural products by West Germany. In 

1980, Germany imported 162 different agricultural products under tariff concessions. 
In most cases India made use of the concessions to a moderate extent. Only in one 
item, cigarettes, the total German imports made under the generalized system of 
preference came from India. India's share in total German imports of agricultural 
products was very poor, it was less than one per cent. 
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India‘s main competitor in the German market, according to the analysis, is 
Thailand, supplying 21 out of the 35 products for which India comes under the 
tariff concessions. India ranks second with China with 15 products. 


However, there has been a steep rise in German investment in this country. After 
years of stagnation, German investment rose substantially last year, from DM 178.7 
million (Rs 71.5 crores) at the end of December 1979 to DM 191.9 million (Rs 76.8 
crores) at the end of last year. This increase was due mainly to new Indo-German 
joint ventures. Despite this, German investment was more in Israel, Iran, Japan, 
Singapore and Hong Kong than in India. 


CSO: 4220/7586 
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INDIA 


RISE IN PUBLIC SECTOR *RODUCTION REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 19 Aug 8l p 9 


(Text] New Delhi, Aug. 18--Major areas of industrial production in which the pub- 
lic sector dominates have shown a remarkable improvement in the first quarter of 
the current financial year, according to an official assessment. The improvement 
is said to be due to the easing of infrastructural constraints. 


The most marked improvement is in the production of nitrogenous fertilizer, which 
increased by 76% compared to the same quarter last year, to 352,900 tons from 
200,700 tons. Cement production went up by 64% to 2.8 million tons, in contrast 
to 1.75 million tons in the ccrresponding quarter of the previous year. 


Similarly, off-shore crude production rose by 56% in the first quarter to 1.69 mil- 
lion tons, while saleable steel increased to 1.253 million tons, a rise of 32%. 
Only coal production improved marginally by 7%. 


The assessment says that the spurt in production was a continuation of the progress 
made in the second half of 1980-81 which led to an overall improvement in industri- 
al production for the full year. Severe infrastructural constraints on production 
operated in the first half of 1980-81, when production in most of the key sectors 
was low. 





In the first half of 1980-81, saleable steel production was only 1.979 million tons 
and this improved to 2.767 million tons in the second half, making a total of 4.746 
million tons in the year, compared to 4.592 million tons in 1979-80. 


Coal production improved marginally to 57.12 million tons, compared to 43.81 mil- 
lion tons in the first half of 1980-81 making it a total of 100.93 million tons, 
compared to 91.43 million tons the previous year. 


Similay figures are mentioned in the cases of non-ferrous metals and minerals, 
fertilizer, petroleum and cement, but possibly the best performance has been in 
the case of heavy engineering enterprises collectively. The value of their output 
increased to Rs 789.50 crores in the first half of 1980-81. 


Pending finalization of the financial results of public sector companies, a quick 
survey by the Bureau of Public Enterprises shows that their overall performance in 
1980-81 will be better than the previous year when heavy losses were registered. 
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The improvement is mainly due to the reduction of losses of many of the inefficient 
units, notably Coal India, which made losses of Rs 114.82 crores before tax in 
1979-80. Indications are that the losses in 1980-81 have come down to Rs 69.18 
crores. 


CSO: 4220/7586 
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INDIA 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX UP 30.5 POINTS IN ‘81 
New D i PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] A sharp rise in prices of most of the primary food articles pushed up the 
official wholesale price index for all commoditics (base 1970-71) to yet another 
peak level of 286.6 (provisional) during the week ended 1 August against 285.7 
(provisional) for the previous week, reports UNI. 


With the rise of 0.3 per cent during the week, the index recorded a rise of 30.5 
points during the first 30 weeks of 198l--showing an average rise of more than a 
point per week. 


The upward revision of non-ferrous metals prices by MMTC on 31 July has helped 
in the rise of lead prices by 18 per cent, tin by 8 per cent and nickel by 4 per 
cent. 


Milk prices recorded a rise of 6 per cent during the week while butter showed a 
fall of 3 per cent. 


Of the 15 sub-groups, five groups moved up while four groups declined and the 
remaining six groups remained stationary. 


The index for food articles moved up 1.3 per cent (mainly due to increase in the 
prices of milk, eggs by five per cent, coffee by four per cent and ragi, masur, 
urad and fish by three per cent each), non-food articles by 0.2 per cent (mainly 
due to increase in the prices of copra by 8 per cent), paper and paper products 
by 0.2 per cent (mainly due to increase in the prices of pulp), basic metals, 
alloys and metal products by 0.4 per cent and machinery and transport equipment 
by 0.2 per cent (mainly due to increase in the prices of buses by 4 per cent). 


However, the index for manufactured products declined by 0.3 per cent (mainly due 
to fall in the prices of khandsari and gur). Edible oils and vanaspati prices, 
however, recorded a sharp rise of up to 9 per cent, textile by 0.2 per cent, 
leather and leather products by 0.9 per cent (mainly due to fall in the prices 

of sheep and goat skins) and chemical and chemical products marginally. 


CSO: 4220/7563 
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INDIA 


COUNTRYWIDE DAMAGES, DEATHS FROM FLOODS REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug. 16--The latest report received by the Centre on the 
devastation caused by floods puts the loss of life at 432 and estimates the 
total damage to crops, bouses, and public utilities at Rs 103 crores. 


The reports, momitored by the Central Water Commission say that 10.8 million 
people have been affected in 11 States. The total area affected is 1.9 million 
hectares. Crops worth about Rs 30 crores have been damaged. 


The number of cattle lost is a little over 35,000, while the houses damaged are 
about 195,000 valued at Rs 14.30 crores. 


The maximum number of lives have been lost in Uttar Pradesh, where 167 people 
died. In Rajasthan, floods and heavy rain claimed the lives of 124 people. 


In Uttar Pradesh, 800,000 hectares have been flooded, affecting nearly 6 million 
people--the maximum in any State. Bihar comes next, where 3.5 million people 
have been hit, while the total area flooded is 6.5 miliion hectares. 


The maximum total damage is in Uttar Pradesh, where it is Rs 58 crores, followed 
by Kerala about Rs 30 crores. Bihar comes third with about Rs 14 crores. 


Even though the Central Water Commission monitors reports from the flood-hit 
States, its lavcest compilation does not give a very convincing picture. 


The unofficial estimate of the damage in Rajasthan alone is reported to be more 
than Rs 300 crores. But the CWC compilation merely mentions that information about 


the total damage to crops, houses and public utilities have not yet been received. 


Kerala has not yet reported the value of crop damage. Rajasthan has not made 
known the damage to crop or value of houses and public utilities affected. 


CSO: 4220/7571 
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INDIA 


UTTAR PRADESH SEEKS AID TO REPAIR FLOOD DAMAGES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 9 


[Text] Lucknow, Aug 14 (UNIL)--The Uttar Pradesh Government has demanded from 
the Centre financial assistance to the tune of Rs 182 crores to meet the situa- 
tion arising out of the floods which devastated 31 of the 56 districts in the 
State. 


The demand was contained in a memorandum detailing the extent of damage and 
destruction caused by the floods, presented by Chief Minister Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh to Union Agricultural Micister Rao Birendra Singh after the Union Minister 
made an aerial survey of seven of the flood-ravaged districts in eastern UP today. 


Rao Birendra Singh assured the Chief Minister that a Central team would be sent 
within a week to make a detailed assessment of the damage caused by the floods. 


Meanwhile, several regions of the State, specially the eastern districts, were 
today on the verge of another ordeal as six major rivers there started rising 
after several days of mild behaviour. 


The heavy rains of the past 48 hours fed the falling Kali Sarda, Gomti, Ghaghra, 
Rapti and Burhi Rapti rivers to flood them to threatening levels the flood fore- 
casting division in Lucknow said. 


Reports from Jaipur said crops on 3.68 lakh hectares of land in Rajasthan have 
been damaged due to the recent rains and floods, add Patna? 


A newly formed depression in the Bay of Bengal continued to maintain its west- 
northwesterly advance raising the possibilities of heavy rains in eastern Madhya 
Pradesh in the next two to three days says a Bhopal report. 


Our Correspondent adds from Patna: The death toll in the recent flood in Bihar 
has gone up to nine according to a report reaching the flood control information 


cell. 


A population of 54 lakh spread in 5,421 villages of 19 districts has been 
affected by the floods. Standing crops in 4.47 lakh hectares have been lost and 
25,000 houses razed to the ground. 


CSO: 4220/7564 
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INDIA 


KERALA URGES RESCISSION OF STRIKE BAN ORDINANCE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 4 


[Text] Trivandrum, Aug 14--The Kerala Assembly, through a non-official resolu- 
tion, today urged the Central Government to rescind the Essential Services Main- 
tenance Ordinance as it was ‘anti-labour and anti-democratic.’ 


Opposition Congress-I, the Indian Union Muslim League, Kerala Congress-Mani 
group and National Democratic Party groups arrayed against the resolution being 
carried. 


Two other Opposition groups, Janata and the one member PSP group, was conspicu- 
ously absent when the House debated the issue and the voice vote was taken by the 
Speaker at the end of the half hour discussion. 


Replying to the debate, Labour Minister Aryadan Mohammed rejected the contention 
from the Opposition benches that the ordinance was prompted to keep essential 
services free of snap strikes and maintain industrial peace in the public sector. 
On the contrary, the Minister pointed out, it was aimed to ramshackle the working 
class movement from fighting for their legitimate demands and in protecting their 
rights won after prolonged and bitter struggles. 


Officially some 36 categories of industries are brought under the purview of the 
ordinance but its scope was such that any industrial concern and public utility 
services covered by private sector as well. The anti-labour nature of the ordi- 
nance was further brought home by the fact that anyone suspected of showing 
moral or material support to working class action banned under the ordinance 
become liable for summary trial and punishment by a first class magistrate 
whereas the employer guilty of lockout, layoff and even of flouting the statu- 
tory Minimum Wage Act provisions are left scot free and need not fear about 
summary trials. 


Claim Disputed 
Minister Aryadan also cited statistics from the Union Ministry of Labour to 
refute the inference that the ordinance was necessitated due to increasing 


incidence of strikes. The figures showed a steady decrease in public sector 
labour unrest. .m 1978 the number of strikes registered was 2117 and those of a 


1% 








violent nature, 840. Whereas in 1979 the respective figures showed 1339 (682) 
and for 1980, 88 (540). [figures as published] 


Where was the need for an ordinance like this, he asked. Another obnoxious 
mature of the ordinance was that it made overtime work statutory. Eight-hour 
work a day was the inalienable right of the workers all over the world and force 
them to work beyond this by law, under whatever pretext against the glorious 
tradition the working class established in the streets of Chiacapo 100 years 
ago he recalled. 


Cong-U member A. C. Jose, CPI's C. A. Kurian and CPM member C. B. C. Warrier in 
whose name the non-official resolution stood had earlier been equally vehement 
in their denouncing of the ordinance and in their demand to the Central Goveri- 
ment to withdraw it. 


Soon after the question hour, on the Speaker not allowing the Opposition adjourn- 


ment motion against certain developments in Thiruvambadi in Calicut district 
led to their protest walkout. 


CSO: 4220/7563 
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MINISTRY REPORTS ON RURAL LABORERS’ EARNINGS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p l 


[Text] Simla, Aug 14 (UNI)--The real earnings of 24.8 million rural labour 
households working in the country has decreased by 12 per cent despite the 
increase in their wages from Rs 1.43 in 1964-65 to Rs 3.24 per day in 1974-75. 


This was revealed in a recent report on wages and earnings of rural labour house- 
holds by the Union Ministry Labour and Employment. 


The report further reveals the number of such labour rose from 15.3 million to 
20.7 million during the same period. Of these, scheduled tribe labour rose 


about 37 per cent. 


Wage in agricultural occupations is much less than the non-agricultural occupa- 
tions and scheduled castes labour gets more than any other labour, according to 


the report. 


The report said average daily earnings of men engaged in agricultural occupations 
at all-India level increased from Rs 1.43 in 1964-65 to Rs 3.24 in 1974-75, 
women from Rs 0.95 to Rs 2.27 and children from Rs 0.72 to Rs 1.82. 


Among scheduled caste labour wages rose from Rs 1.41 to Rs 3.37, women from 
Rs 0.97 to Rs 2.34 and children from Rs 0.76 to Rs 1.83. Similarly, in non- 
agricultural occupations wages of men rose from Rs 1.54 during 1964-65 to 

Rs 3.27 per day in 1974-75, women from Rs 1.84 to Rs 2.12 and children from 
Rs 0.92 to Rs 1.84. 


in this sector again, scheduled caste labourers are being paid more than other 
abourers as the men who were getting Rs 1.49 in 1964-65 started getting 3.41 in 
1974-75, women Rs 0.91 instead of Rs 2.17 and children Rs 0.77 instead of 

Rs 2.18 per day. 


Though the average daily earning increased in all agricultural operations the 
maximum increase is witnessed in sowing operation and minimum in transplanting 
operation, the report disclosed. 


Against the common Indian belief that women folk do not engage itself in plough- 
ing, the report showed the daily earning by women when engaged in ploughing also. 


USO: 4220/7563 
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INDIA 


COMMITTEE TO WATCH OVER RURAL CREDIT FLOW 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] A standing high-level committee has been set up by the Union Ministry of 
Rural Reconstruction to function as a watch-dog for ensuring smooth and adequate 
flow of institutional credit for the Integrated Rural Development Programme 
(IRDP), reports PTI. 


The 12-man committee, headed by Mr Man Mohan Singh, member secretary of the Plan- 
ning Commission, will meet every quarter to review and discuss all matters per- 
taining to this subject and to take remedial measure if and when needed. It will 
also undertake tours of the States to gain a first hand knowledge of the field 
situation. 


Minister of State for Agriculture and Rural Reconstruction Baleshwar Ram told PTI 
on Thursday that the appointment of this committee signified the importance which 
Government attached to making the IRDP a success. 


Mr Ram said that rules for supply of credit for the IRDP had already been simpli- 
fied. However, if the committee felt a further simplification was necessary, it 
would be done. 


Others on the committee are: Secretary, Ministry of Rural Reconstruction S. C, 
Verma, Deputy Governor Reserve Bank M. Ramakrishnayya, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance R. K. Kaul, Additional Secretary Ministry of Agriculture 

P. R. Dubhashi, Adviser, Planning Commission G. V. Ramakrishna, Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Finance N. V. Krishnan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Industry 

R. Srinivasan, Commissioner, Rural Reconstruction, Bihar, K. Ramanujam, Secretary 
Rural Development Tamilnadu H. B. N. Shetty, Managing Director Agricultural 
Refinance and Development Corporation Sant Dass and Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Rural Reconstruction P. G. Murlidharan. 
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INDIA 


REVIEW OF HOUSING PLAN IMPLEMENTATION RELEASED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text] A mammoth programme drawn up by the Union Works and Housing Ministry to 
provide house sites free of charge to 14.5 million families in the rural areas by 
March 1955, is now in an advanced stage of implementation, says Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation (HUDCO) chairman-cum-managing director H. U. Brijlani, 
reports UNI. 


in an official review released on the occasion of the Independence Day, he dis- 
closed that already about 8.5 million landless families had been allotted house 


sites. 


Under this scheme not only are the landless given free house sites but they are 
also assisted to put up their constructions. Already of those who had been 
allotted the sites 1.5 million families had received assistance to build their 
houses on them and it is expected that by 1985, 3.9 million families would have 
been thus helped. The plan outlay for this rural house site-cum-construction 
scheme is Rs 354 crores. 


In addition, the HUDCO has sanctioned schemes worth Rs 162 crores in 1980-81 
under which 65,585 dwelling units will be built--40,400 in rural areas and 
25,165 in towns and cities. 


HUDCO, as on 30 June, 1981, had sanctioned 1,577 schemes with project cost of 

Re 1,124 crores with a loan commitment of over Rs 751 crores. For these 
schemes, HUDCO has already released over Rs 427 crores. HUDCO sanctioned 
schemes are spread over 366 towns in 18 States and four Union Territories and 
hundreds of villages in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Binar, Haryana, Punjab, Tamilnadu and 50 focal points in 12 districts of Punjab. 


Multi-rfaced Approach 


On the construction front, HUDCO launched a vigorous multi-faced approach to 
lower housing costs by adoption of economic land use, austere standards in 
specifications, efticient house designs, avoiding use of scare of expansive 
materials Like steel and cement, and reducing wastages by eliminating unnecessary 
facades and so on. The result is that HUDCO was able to sanction houses that 
poor families could afford. 
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At present the housing shortage is estimated to be of the order of 20.1 million 
units--15.1 million units in rural areas and 5.0 million units in the urban areas. 
This figure does not take into consideration the acute shortage of office and 
business accommodation in the cities. 


It is estimated that the magnitude of slum population needing provision of basic 
services by 1985 is about 33.1 million, of which about 6.8 million have been 
covered so far. A provision of Rs 151.4 crores has been made during the sixth 
Five Year Plan in the State sector in order to enable the provision of basic 
amenities such as water supply, sanitation, drainage, roads and street-lighting 
to about ten million people. Areas inhabited by Scheduied Castes or scavengers 
will be given due priority. 


This will be supplemented by schemes for housing the economically weaker sections 
through the various public housing agencies and by specific schemes such as low 
cost sanitation in the smaller towns to deal with the problem of manual handling 
of night soil. 


The estimated outlay on slum improvement by various State Governments during 
1980-81 is about Rs 19.51 crores. 


CSO: 4220/7563 


141 








INDIA 


ALLOCATIONS IN 1981-82 PLAN HIGHER THAN EXPECTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Aug 81 p 6 


(Text] The energy sector gets the highest allocation of Rs 4,821.87 crores in 
the 1981-82 Annual Plan for which the total outlay is Rs 17,417 crores. Tuis 
is nearly Rs 1,000 crores more than the anticipated expenditure of Rs 3,893.39 
crores during 1980-81. 


The allocations, in monetary terms, for the 1981-82 plan are higher than the 
anticipated expenditure under all the corresponding major Plan heads during 
1980-81. 


The other allocations for the 1981-82 annual Plan are as follows, the figures 
in brackets indicating the anticipated expenditure during 1980-81 (in crores 
of rupees). 


Industry and minerals, 2,686.45 (2,277.29), sociel services 2,412.66 (2,229,05), 
transport 2,294.46 (2,041.77), irrigation and flood control, 2,006.80 (1,824.54), 
griculture, 1,043.47 (966.23), rural development, 1,019.06 (872.77), communi- 
cations, information and broadcasting 573.06 .\°03.03), special area programmes 
270.09 (180.21), science and technology, 153.33 (120.75), others, 136.06 (122.13). 


fhe production targets for a few crucial sectors during 1981-82 are as follows: 
figures in brackets indicating the anticipated achievement during 1980-81. 


Foodgrains i°8.5 million tonnes (133), oil seeds--112 lakh tonnes (102), sugar- 
cane 182 million tonnes (152), jute and mesta 84 lakh bales (83), coal 121 
million tonnes (114), lignite 5.8 million tonnes (5.1) crude oil 16.84 million 


tonnes (10.52). salable steel 8.77 million tonnes (7.78), cement 22 million 
r (18.5). 


Significant increases in production are also envisaged in industries like non- 
ferrous metals, petrochemical intermediates, cotton textiles, industrial machin- 
ery and power cables. The overall growth in industrial production is targeted 
at 5 percent. 


Increase in prices: The annual Plan document was apparently finalised before 


the Government decision to step up the prices of petroleum products last month 
as it makes no mention of these latest hikes. 
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It indicates the Government's helplessness in holding the price line because 
of the need to raise the prices of petroleum products. 


Nearly one-third of the increase in prices during 1980-81, says the Plan docu- 
ment, was accounted for by the increase in the administered prices of petrol- 
eum, coal, steel and fertilizers. 


The rest of the increase is accounted for mainly by a few agricultural and 
agriculture-based commodities like sugar, gur and khandsari, oilseeds and 

edible oils and foodgrains. As a result of the push exercised by these fac- 
tors, the average annual index of wholesale prices for 1980-81 showed an increase 
of 18 per cent as against 17.1 per cent in the previous year. 


The plan document makes it appear that despite the compulsions imposed on it for 
raising administered prices, the Government did manage to keep a hold on the 
price line in 1980-81. Prices rose sharply from March 1979 to the early part of 
1980-81, by as much as 11.9 per cent due mainly to the fall in production in 
1979-80 and the continuance of the infrastructural constraints and seasonal 
factors. 


While increasiug the administered prices of petroleum products and fertilisers 
during this period, the government had taken various measures to control infle- 
tion. These included the continuation of the restrictive monetary policy 
concerted efforts to increase agricultural and industrial production, -t of 
essential consumer goods and industrial inputs, such as edible oils, cement, 
steel, etc., strengthening and revamping of the public distribution system and 
stringent action against hoarding, profiteering and other anti-social activities. 


As a result of these measures and increases in production, the rate of infla- 
tion, the plan document claims, “decelerated and in fact prices declined from 
the middle of Occober 1980 to the end of December 1980." However, the seasonal 
fall in agricultural prices turned out to be moderate and shortlived. 


The minimum support and procurement prices of all the important agricultural 
commodities such as kharifs, cereals, oilseeds, sugarcane, cotton were raised 
to compensate the farmers for the rise in the prices of fertilisers and other 
costs as also to stimulate production. To avoid an increase in food subsidy, 
the issue prices of rice and coarse grains were also increased from January 
1980. These and other measures inevitably exercised push on the prices. 


cease in savings: A noteworthy factor, however, is that despite the erosion 
te value of incomes and other earnings on account of inflation, the rate of 
savings in the community has been increasing. The annual plan document men- 
tions that the gross domestic savings as a proportion of the gross domestic 
product CDP) are estimated to have improved from 21.2 per cent in 1979-80 to 
22.5 per cent in 1980-81, mainly as a result of a significant increase in 1980-81. 
Taking into account the inflow from abroad, the rate of gross capital formation 
is estimated to have improved from 21.8 per cent in 1979-80 to 24.3 per cent in 
1980-81. 
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OUTLAY FOR POWER SECTION INCREASES IN SIXTH PLAN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 8l p 5 


[Text] An outlay of Rs 19,265 crores has been made for the power sector during 
the Sixth Plan and an addition of nearly 20,000 MW of generating capacity is 
expected to be added during the Plan period, reports PTI. 


Investment on power which was only Rs 260 crores in the first Plan has increased 
considerably over the successive plans and now accounts for as much as 26 per 
cent of the total Plan outlay. 


During 1980-81, the generating capacity went up to 1823 MW against 1799 MW in 
1979-80. 


Nineteen hydro-electric schemes with a total installed capacity of 2649 MW have 
been cleared during the past one year. 


Three hydro-electric projects in Himachal Pradesh and four in Uttar Pradesh have 
already been identified for investigation and execution in the Central sector, 
an official release said. 


After exceeding the production target for 1980-81, the coal sector crossed the 
planned target rate during the first four months of 1981-82, the release said. 


The coal industry achieved a dramatic breakthrough in production in 1980-81 when 
the coal output touched an all time high of 114 million tonnes exceeding the 


target by half a million tonnes. 


The performance of Coal India Limited, a major public undertaking in the field 
of nationalised coal industry, had been even more remarkable inasmuch as the 
coal companies under the CIL exceeded the actual target by nearly two million 
tonnes and achieved a growth rate of 10.4 per cent over the previous year. 


With the increased trend of coal output, the coal industry is confident of 
achieving its target of 121 million tonnes for 1981-82 as a whole. Efforts are 
being made to exceed the target. 

It is proposed to invest nearly Rs 3,000 crores in the mining industry during the 
Sixth Plan period to attain the projected level of production which is targeted to 
reach 165 million tonnes in the terminal year of the Plan, the release said. 


CSO: 4: 20/7564 
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POOR STATE OF CHEMICAL RESEARCH IN INDIA NOTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Aug 81 p 6 
[Article by L. K. Sharma] 


[Text] New Delhi, August 16--Glaring inadequacies in the current status of 
chemical research in India have shown up in a brief review by the department of 
science and technology. This is an area in which India made a beginning more 
than a century ago and produced some outstanding scientists. 


The review highlights India's inability to keep pace with the work abroad and 
to enter into frontier areas in chemical science, which has applications in 
innumerable fields, from foods, textiles and drugs to batteries and rockets. 


Insufficient and delayed support for research, unavailability of sophisticated 
instruments and chemicals, lack of initiative in the community of researchers 

and the poor standards of chemical education--all have combined to create a large 
gap between the status of chemical research in this country and in advanced coun- 
tries. 


The review goes to the extent of warning about the finite possibility of physical 
chemistry and inorganic chemistry becoming "extinct" in the country. 


Newer and better processes and better materials are being developed continually 
by chemists. Altermative sources of energy, newer applications and substitutes 
of raw materials and a better environment to live in, will all be found only on 
the basis of work by chemists, with their understanding of structure, dynamics 
aud synthesis of matter. 


Tas«s ot Research 


The pressing problems thet require chemical solutions are fixation of nitrogen 
by simple means, practical means of converting cellulose to proteins, making 
hydrogen from water employing solar energy or slowing the process of aging of 
human beings. 


The department of science and technology is seeking to promote research through 
the science and engineering research council, which has invited project proposals 
for tinancial support. 
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Traditionally speaking, chemical science has been divided into three main 
branches--physical, organic and inorganic, biochemistry having developed into 


a discipline in its own right. 


Organic chemistry, by and large, constitutes the biggest branch of chemical 
science by virtue of the vast variety of carbon compounds and the large number 


of practitioners. 


In contrast to the scenario in advanced countries, the situation in India is not 
altogether encouraging, according to the review. Although organic chemists in 
India have flourished more than chemists specialising in other branches, facili- 
ties available to them are far from satisfactory. The constraints pertain to 
instrumentation as well as to special chemicals. 


[c is also true that in spite of good contribution made by organic chemists in 
India, there have been no major reactions or syntheses contributed by Indian 
organic chemists. Because of constraints of facilities, they are unable to 
compete with their counterparts in advanced countries. 


The physical chemists abroad, in the past few years, have explored properties of 
matter in detail from the molecular and ele-tronic points of view, using various 
kinds of instruments, particularly spectrom ters, with progressively greater 
sophistication. The instruments involved i’ physical chemistry is indeed so 
sophisticated that anyone trained in the old school will find himself completely 
unfamiliar in a modern laboratory. Fast computers have enabled them to make 
calculations of great complexity and to predict properties of molecules and 
systems with a fair degree of certainty. Research in many of the traditional 
areas of physical chemistry seems to be slowly becoming obsolete. 


Some of the most significant developments in physical chemistry today are the use 
of lasers to study staie-to-state chemistry and phenomena in the picosecond 
range. The advent of synchrotron radiation has enhanced the potentiality of 

many of the structural tools. Physical chemists have contributed to the under- 
standing of liquids. ‘aey have also been involved in the study of a number of 
problems of biological importance for which they employ lasers and spectroscopy. 
Studies of surfaces and solids which hitherto constituted important aspects of 
physical chemistry are slowly getting recognised as new emerging areas of 
chemistry. 


Again, in glaring contrast to this, there are very few good physical chemists 

in the country and most of them have not been able to work in areas of signifi- 
cance at the most opportune time. According to the review, the physical chemistry 
laboratories are the most ill-equipped and the "computer age or the electronics 
age has yet begun as far as much of physical chemistry in India is concerned." 


The review says that the situation is partly due to the non-availability of 


sophisticated instruments and computer facilities, and also because the practising 
physical chemists have not bee. altogether "outgoing." 
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Inorganic Chemistry 


“While the status of physical chemistry is highly unsatisfactory, the status of 
inorganic chemistry in the country is much worse: there are very few good 
inorganic chemists in the country today. One has indeed to worry about the 
finite possibility that these two branches may soon become extinct." 


Inorganic chemistry, as practised in this country, does not reflect any new 
directions in the subject. Even those chemists who have worked on new analytical 
reagents have not been able to keep pace with the developments in modern analyti- 
cal chemistry where instrumentation involving micro-processors is the order of 
the day. 


In fact, this is the general problem in all areas of chemistry. There are few 
centres in the country where sophisticated instruments are designed and fabri- 
cated by research workers. Use of microprocessors with instruments is yet to be 
initiated in the country. 


The review identifies chemical education in the country as one of the weak points. 
"One of the major factors responsible for the indifferent quality of chemical 
research and for the shortage of young talent in chemical science is undoubtedly, 
the poor standard of chemical education," it says. 


While this is a global problem, chemical education in most institutions in India 
has to be imparted through ill-equipped laboratories, poor curricula and poorly 
motivated teachers. Students do not get proper training either in theory or in 
experimental skills. 


The review emphasises the importance of remedying these ills and of providing 
increased and timely research support in selected areas with a view to reducing 
the ‘tremendous gap between the status of chemical research in this country and 
in advanced countries." 


CSO: 4220/7569 
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PARADIP FERTILIZER PROJECT REPORTEDLY APPROVED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Aug 81 p 9 


[Article by G. K. Pandey] 


[Text] New Delhi, August 15--The cabinet committee on economic affairs is 
believed to have cleared the Rs. 184-crore Paradip fertiliser project. This 
project, which has been in the doldrums for the past many years, will have a 
capacity of 300,000 tonnes per annum of diamonium phosphate (DAP). 


According to official sources here, this project will be implemented in two 
stages. The first stage envisages establishment of a capacity of 150,000 tonnes 
of phosphatic fertilisers based on imported phosphoric acid. Subsequently, it is 
proposed to produce phosphoric acid indigenously from raw phosphate and sulphur 
for the second stage capacity of 150,000 tonnes. 


Having obtained the approval of the cabinet committee on economic affairs, the 
ministry of petroleum and chemicals is moving fast to float a new company to 
implement the Parauip project. October 1, this year, has been fixed as zero 
date by the department of chemicals and fertilisers. The entire project is 
expected to be completed within 42 months. 


Sources here point out that all possible steps have been taken to ensure that 
there is no delay in settin, up the Paradip project. It is stated that the 
government is keen on additional fertiliser capacities being created 
expeditiously in view of the wide gap between availability of and demand for 
fertilisers. 


In the preceding financial year the government had to dole out over Rs. 900 
crores in foreign exchange to import fertilisers for meeting domestic require- 


ments of this essential agricultural input. 


According .o demand and production projections of the Fertiliser Association of 
India, the shortfall in phosphatic fertitiser would persist right till the end of 
the sixth plan, though the gap is expected to narrow because of the additional 
capacity being planned. 


According to FAI, the anticipated gap of about 400,000 tonnes in respect of phos- 
phates during the current year will decline to about 200,000 tonnes provided 
there are no slippages in the implementation of new projects. 


CSO: 4220/7566 
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BRIEFS 


LALDENGA'S BROTHER RESIGNS--Shillong, Aug 14 (UNI)--People's Conference (PC) Group 
"B" legislator Ngurchinna, brother of outlawed Mizo National Front (MNF) Chief 
Laldenga, relinquished last night the membership of the House. He was the third 
PC Group 'B' legislator to have resigned. A party spokesman said the decision 

to resign was taken in pursuance of the Mizoram steering committee's directive 

to the four PC Group 'B' legislators to register a ‘strong protest’ against the 
alleged delay in finding a solution of the Mizo problem, talks on which were 
currently in progress in New Delhi between the Centre and Mizo National Front (MNF) 
Chief, Laldenga. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Aug 81 p 9] 


ASSAM STRIKE BAN--Galhati, August 16 (PTI)--The government of Assam banned strikes 
in a number of essential services in the state under the Essential Services Main- 
tenance Ordinance, 1981, with effect from August 14. The government, in a notifi- 
cation issued here today, said the services which had come under the ban order 
were: (1) all service relating to the affairs of the Assam State Transport 
Corporation within the state for carriage of passengers or goods by land and the 
services operated by the Inland Water Transport Corporation for carriage of 
pessengers or goods by water. (2) all services connected with the production, 
storage, supply or distribution, as the case may be, of gas and water. (3) all 
services connected with the maintenance of public health and sanitation, includ- 
ing hospital and dispensary. (4) all services connected with the affairs of the 
state and also the persons appointed to the secretarial staff of the legislature 
assembly and (5) all services in connection with the production, supply and 
distribution of electricity, including services under the Assam state electricity 
board. |Text, [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Aug 81 p 1] 


NAYALITE LEADER DEFECTS--Vijayawada, Aug 16--A top naxalite leader of Andhra 
*radesh has sought admission to the Communist Party of India (Marxist) after 


slicing that the naxalite movement has caused incalculable damage to the 
communist movement. Mr. Chowdary Tejeswararao, leader of the Srikakaulam 
naxalite movement, in a letter to the CPI (M) has said the experience over the 


past 13 years had proved the correctness of the path pursued by the CPI (M). 

Mr. M. Hanumantharao, secretary of the State CPI (M), disclosed this in a state- 
ment issued here on Sunday. Mr. Tejeswararao has been in jail for the last ll 
years. (|Text] (Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Aug 81 p 9] 
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HINDU STATE URGED--Chandigarh, Aug 9--Mr Balraj Madhok, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
president, today demanded that India be declared a “Hindu State" and that all 
conversions to Islam and other religions which did not believe in "Sarva Dharma 
Sama Bhav™ be banned by law, reports UNI. In a letter addressed to Mrs Gandhi, 
which was released at a Press conference here, Mr Madhok, who is also convenor 
of the National Front, said India could either survive as a "Hindu State" or be 
turned into an “Islamic State." Referring to the recent conversions at Meenak- 
Shipuram, Mr Madhok said these were a part of the “grand design of the Islamic 
world backed by Arab money and military might of Pakistan and its allies to make 
the whole of India an Islamic State." [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
10 Aug 81 p 9] 


CONGRESS-I LEADER DIES--Bhubaneswar, August 10 (PTI)--Mr Eailen Mohapatra, 
Congress(I) leader and former government chief whip, died in hospital here ~.- 
day. He was 60. He is survived by his wife, four sons and three daughters. 

Mr Mohapatra, who was suffering from pancreatic cancer, was admitted to the 
hospital on Friday last. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 
p 9] 


SOVIET DELEGATION ARRIVES--New Delhi, August 10 (UNI)--A high-power Soviet dele- 
gation led by Mr Bally Yazkuliev arrived here today. The delegation was received 
at the airport, among others, by the information and broadcasting minister, Mr 
Vasant Sathe, Prof. Nurul Hasan, president of the Friends of Soviet Union 

Society and the vice-chairman of the CSIR. The delegation is here to partici- 
pate in the 34th independence day celebrations and the tenth anniversary of the 
Indo-Soviet treaty. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 

p 14) 


MARXIST ‘TAKEOVER’ ALLEGED--Trivandrum, August 10--The opposition Kerala Con- 
gress leader, Mr P. J. Joseph, alleged in the state legislature today that 
Marxists were illegally eccupying private cardamom estates in Idukki district. 
Tabling an adjournment motion along with several members of other opposition 
parties, Mr Joseph said the Centre of Indian Trade Union workers were "ruling 
with lethal weapons in their hands" in the area. Already 800 hectares of plan- 
tation land had been occupied. The CITU workers were not allowing even watchman 
to enter the estates. Quoting reports, the Kerala Congress leader said the 
Marxist “takeover" of the plantations began after workers started deserting 

the CITU in the area. However, the adjournment motion was disallowed after 

the Marxist home minister denied the illegal occupation and said it was only 

a labour dispute. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Aug 81 p 5] 


CSO: 4220/7538 END 
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